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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am  

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 

Call to Worship Isaiah 40:28-31  

Opening Hymn * RHC 32 – “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

Opening Prayer Jonathan Kim  

Responsive Reading Psalm 150  

Second Hymn * 
Psalm 150:1-6 
(to the tune of Ortonville, RHC 68) 

Scriptural Text Joshua 3:1-5:1    

Pastoral Prayer Rev Carl Vermeulen  

Sermon Message 

The significance of the stones at Gilgal: Impress on the 

coming generations that from beginning to end, Israel’s 

salvation comes from God 

Closing Hymn * RHC 348 – “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  

Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Rev Carl Vermeulen  

Postlude The Lord Bless You  

* Congregation Stands 

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
The Lord is in His holy temple, 
The Lord is in His holy temple: 
Let all the earth keep silence, 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him - 
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. 

THE LORD BLESS YOU 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 55 

Q: What is forbidden in the Third Commandment? 

A: The Third Commandment forbiddeth all profaning or abusing of anything whereby God 

maketh himself known. 
Comments: 

The Third Commandment forbids us to use irreverently or wrongly any of the names or things 

which more especially express and declare God. Everything connected with him should be sacred. 

Scriptural Reference: 

Matthew 5:34-35 
 



 

Dear brethren, our bulletin article this week (and for the upcoming weeks) is written by Rev. Okman 
Ki, Senior Pastor of Hope Bible-Presbyterian Church in Adelaide, Australia. This is a series of articles 
based on “Home Truths” written by Rev J.C. Ryle. We pray this article will be edifying to you. 
 

The Real Presence - What Is It? (Part 1) 

 
C. Ryle (1816-1900) had written a series of messages with the title, “Home Truths.” They 
contain valuable lessons that I want to share with the Hopefuls. I am going to rewrite his 
messages for our benefits today, which means that the basic concepts and lessons are 
coming from the mind of this godly man of God.  
  
 I. The first lesson is about the presence of God. What do we mean by the real presence 
of God?  What is it?  Exodus 33:15, “And he [Moses] said unto him [the LORD], If thy 
presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.”  The word, “presence,” is a very pertinent 
word to all Christians today.  What is that presence Moses is asking the Lord for?  The 
presence of God, or the presence of the Lord Jesus / Christ … where is that 
presence?  What is the nature of that presence?  This question is more than about 
theological controversy, but it lies at the very roots of saving Christian religion.  
  
First, we need to consider the general doctrine of God’s presence in the world.  It is clear 
in the Bible that God is everywhere – His omnipresence.  There is no place where God is 
not, whether in heaven or in hell.  In air, land, or sea, there is no place where God is not 
present.  He is in our bedrooms, church, or high mountains.  God is near us – seeing, 
hearing, observing, and knowing everything.  The biblical authors testify it univocally. 
 
Job says, “For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings. 22 There is 
no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves” 
(34:21-22).  
 
Proverbs 15:3, “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the 
good.”  
 
Jeremiah says, “Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the 
ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, and according to the 
fruit of his doings” (32:19).  
 
The most well-known passage of the presence of God is probably Psalm 139, “Thou 
knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. 3 Thou 
compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 4 For there 
is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. 5 Thou hast beset 
me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall 
I flee from thy presence? 8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in 
hell, behold, thou art there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea; 10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 11 
If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. 12 Yea, 
the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the 
light are both alike to thee” (vv2-12).   
 



The descriptive words of the presence of God in the Bible truly confound and overwhelm 
us.  We read them and are deeply impressed, but the truth behind these amazing words 
is often beyond our comprehension.  Probably it is the feeling that David experienced 
almost 3000 years ago.  Psalm 139:6 says, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is 
high, I cannot attain unto it.”  We must not blame this noble doctrine for our lack of 
understanding, but rather we should lament over the weakness of our poor minds and 
intellects.  In the world around us, there are scores of things that we do not fully understand 
but still believe, and no sensible person refuses to believe.  One such example is of 
gravity.  We can describe what gravity is; explaining is probably beyond our 
capability.  Yes, we are able to describe it, but explaining it is a totally different matter and 
level.  Isn’t it true that though we do not feel any motion, the earth is rotating?  When 
people refuse to believe what they cannot understand, they become atheists, but, in reality, 
there are many things we believe, though we do not fully comprehend them.  
  
If someone says that he believes in God because he fully comprehends Him, or that he 
does not believe in God because he cannot comprehend Him, either way, he has wrong 
concepts of God and man, faith and religion.  The biblical God is a Spirit, without body or 
parts.  We, like all other material creatures, can only be in one place at a time.  Then, how 
can we fully understand, and thus take the idea of an Immaterial Being, who existed before 
creation, who formed this world by His word out of nothing, and who can be everywhere, 
and see everything at one and the same time?  Can we, mortal and created creatures, 
thoroughly comprehend any single attribute of God?  If our answer is always negative to 
these questions, where is the common sense or wisdom of refusing to believe the doctrine 
of God being present everywhere, merely because our minds cannot take it in?  Job 11:7-
8 offers us a word of wisdom, “Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out 
the Almighty unto perfection? 8 It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than 
hell; what canst thou know?”   
  
Think of the high and honourable God with whom we have to do while we live and before 
whose bar we must stand when we die.  Consider carefully the notions of His power, His 
wisdom, His eternity, His holiness, His perfect knowledge, His “presence” 
everywhere.  The sins of unbelief committed by mankind arise from wrong views of their 
Maker and Judge.  Psalm 50:21 says, “These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; 
thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and 
set them in order before thine eyes.”  Psalm 94:7-9, “Yet they say, The LORD shall not 
see, neither shall the God of Jacob regard it. 8 Understand, ye brutish among the people: 
and ye fools, when will ye be wise? 9 He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that 
formed the eye, shall he not see?”  Job in his critical moment said, “When I consider, I am 
afraid of Him” (23:15).  
  
A sneering unbeliever asked a poor Christian, “What is your God like?  Is He great or is 
He small?”  The Christian wisely answered him, “My God is a great and a small God at the 
same time: so great that the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him, and yet so small that 
He can dwell in the heart of a poor sinner like me.”  Another scoffer of God asked a child, 
“Where is your God about whom you have been reading from the Bible?  Show Him to me, 
and I will give you an orange.”  This little child of God answered, “Show me where He is 
not.  My God is everywhere.”  Isn’t it true that “God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things that are mighty”? (1 Corinthians 1:27).  The Bible also says, 
“Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise” (Matthew 21:16).    

 
 



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 
Our Lord’s Day activities begin with the Worship Service at 11.00 am followed by a Bible 

Study & Children’s Sunday School at 1:30pm. Do invite your friends to come to Church. 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have 

a blessed time worshipping with us today.  

For those unable to attend Church in person, please join our Worship Service and Bible Study 

on our live-stream via YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/@NewLifeBPCLondon 

We thank God for providing Rev Carl Vermeulen to minister to us this Lord’s Day. Rev 

Vermeulen will be ministering to us till early June. 

Tithes & Offerings – The offering box is located at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary. 

After-Service Fellowship – Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service. 

Please bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided. 

Afternoon Bible Study – Rev Vermeulen will deliver today’s study entitled “Pray that God’s 

name be hallowed, as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray.” 

Children’s Sunday School – held after the After-Service Fellowship at 1:30pm. 

MEMORY VERSE 

This Week 

“That all the people of the earth might 

know the hand of the LORD, that it is 

mighty: that ye might fear the LORD your 

God for ever. 

Joshua 4:24 

Last Week 

“Behold, I will stand before thee there upon 

the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the 

rock, and there shall come water out of it, 

that the people may drink. And Moses did 

so in the sight of the elders of Israel.” 

Exodus 17:6 
 

Morning Service sermon and Afternoon Bible Study: 

Dear brethren,  
 
Morning Sermon: 
Rev Vermeulen will be preaching from Joshua 3:1-5:1 on “The significance of the stones at 
Gilgal: Impress on the coming generations that from beginning to end, Israel’s salvation 
comes from God” and will cover the following points: 

1. What these stones were saying. 
2. How these stones were to be used. 
3. How these stones would shape God’s people. 

 
Afternoon Bible Study: 
Rev Vermeulen will be continuing his teaching on the Lord’s Prayer – “Pray that God’s name 
be hallowed, as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray.”  
In today’s study, we will be considering the depth of this petition, its breadth, and how 
certainly it will be answered. 


