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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service — 11am
Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Call to Worship Psalm 36:5-10
Opening Hymn * RHC 47 — “Great is Thy Faithfulness”
Opening Prayer Jonathan Kim
Responsive Reading Psalm 108

Psalm 108 verses 1-5

&
Second Hymn (to the tune of Martyrdom, RHC 38)

Scriptural Text John 9

Pastoral Prayer Mr Charles Scott-Pearson
Sermon Message The Blind Made to See
Closing Hymn * RHC 307 — “Amazing Grace”
Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Mr Charles Scott-Pearson
Postlude The Lord Bless You

* Congregation Stands

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord is in His holy temple The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord is in His holy temple; The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
Let all the earth keep silence, and give you peace, and give you peace;
Let all the earth keep silence before Him - The Lord make His face to shine upon you,

Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. And be gracipus unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 6

Q: How many persons are there in the Godhead?
A: There are three persons in the Godhead — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these
three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.

Comments:

The Bible tells us that the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. And yet it
tells us that these three persons form only one God, exist and act together as one, and must be
honoured and worshipped alike. This is a subject on which we know nothing except what is
revealed.

Scriptural Reference:
Matthew 28:19, Deuteronomy 6:4




How 10 BE GODLY - PART 13

When we talk about “how to be godly,” it is obvious that we talk about it from the Christian
perspective. Then we consider this important subject from the believers’ eyes. It means that
we talk about the subject as the people of faith in God. These thoughts naturally lead us to
ask a question: “why do believers not attain the state of godliness?” Why does our faith not
lead us to godliness? It could be answered in many different ways. One clear and sure
answer may be provided by the nature and attributes of faith itself. When we talk about faith,
we should not understand it as a static force without any change or fluctuation. There are
many kinds of faith like strong faith, weak faith, or little faith. The disciples of Jesus asked
Him to increase their faith. Yes, faith is not stationary but moveable, in terms of its stature.
Likewise, godliness is also nonstationary. What it means is that godliness is a process. It can
be greater or smaller godliness, which cautions us to watch and to pray. When we are in little
faith or not so godly, we may be in a state of not understanding God’s will for us according to
a certain direction in life. Our prayer life may be weak. We may serve the Lord but mostly in
a general manner without any watchfulness over our particular actions. At times, when we
are backslidden, we think that being godly or training ourselves to be godly is burdensome,
which misleads our minds to quit self-disciplining but to find contentment from somewhere
else like the lust of flesh and pleasure in the world. Following this line of thought, let us talk
about a few attitudes toward the goal of godliness.

1. No pain, no gain: it comes from a very simple truth that the Christian armor is needed for
spiritual battles. Without putting on the proper armor, we cannot go out to fight, or even if we
battle, we will not be able to win but will lose. We not only put the Christian armor on, but also
make sure that this armor is strong and ready to be used. In order to have a solid and
protective armor, we must put lots of effort to build each part up to be strong and impeccable.
The enemy is a strong one, the devil. There are also lots of allurements of sin, which must
be resisted. In order to subdue these enemies, we ought to be strong. In order to be ready
for this battle, we must train ourselves, which is difficult and even painful. However, without
pain, there is no gain. If we do not strive to win, we cannot overcome our enemies.

2. With pain, no gain, then no misery: we do not expect a perfect pilgrim journey, in which
there are victories all the times without any defeats. In reality, we do fail and are defeated by
our enemies. Though we are given armor, we may be unskillful in its use, despondent and
discouraged, and weak in the flesh. As long as we are in our weak state, we cannot but fall
from time to time. However, in such times, there is a promise of God that He will not leave us
alone. We will not be swallowed up by defeats of despair. Who is able to climb up Mount
Everest on his first ever attempt to climb up a mountain? Isn't it true that there are numerous
days of practice needed? Isn’t it true that even seasoned mount-climbers have spent months
years, and decades in trying to overcome difficulties and hindrances to reach the peaks? In
the process of trying and trying again, many climbers have even lost their lives. Who can get
an Olympic gold medal in ice skating, without falling and injuring himself? Then, why are we
in despair, even if we have failed to reach the level of godliness we hope for? There are times
we do not gain, though we suffer pain. In such times, we are not in misery. We learn to grow
through mistakes and failures. We also learn to be resilient with patience and faith. We keep
on moving upward.

3. The armor is a help, not a burden: as soon as we talk about righteousness, faith, the Word
of God, discipline, or training, we begin to feel burdens. Though pain and challenges are
implied in training ourselves unto godliness by having a good and solid armor, we should know
that the end result, or fruit of it, is sweet and profitable. When seeds are sown under the
ground, they must die to themselves. And there are hardships, when they sprout out of the



ground. However, there is a hope of harvest. There are times of being held back by storms,
heat, rain, and cold, but they continue to grow till fully mature and ripened with multiplied
grains. The armor helps us to be rooted and grounded in the truth of God. It is not a burden.

We have studied that there are three public means of grace: (1) the ministry of the Word, (2)
the partaking of the sacraments, and (3) public prayers. We also studied that there are seven
private means of grace. They are (1) watchfulness, (2) meditation, (3) the armor of a Christian,
(4) reflecting on our own experience, (5) the use of company by godly conversation and family
exercises, (6) prayer, and (7) reading. Now we are going to consider the fourth private help,
which is spiritual experience.

Spiritual experience

Rogers explains that “spiritual experience is related to the piece of armor called the sword of
the Spirit — that is, the Word of God — for it concerns the knowledge we learn by proof or trial
for our spiritual progress. There are two aspects to knowledge. There is the knowledge we
get by rule and the knowledge we get by proof or trial. The letter of Scripture gives us
knowledge by rule. By the application of Scripture, we learn by trial. Experience concerns
this second aspect of knowledge” (Kindle, loc, 1515-1521 of 2097).

1. There is a difference between experiential knowledge and theoretical knowledge. We learn
facts, rules, instructions, and principles by textbooks in school. However, when we graduate
from school and get jobs in the real world, we finally realize that we really do not know much.
Even if we got perfect scores in classroom tests, we may not be successful in the real job
market. When young people learn skills in any trade, they go to school for some time to learn
theories. Then, they are sent out for apprenticeships to help them learn real skills, or how to
apply what they learnt to their actual work. Experiential knowledge confirms and strengthens
head knowledge for greater advantage and profits. So it is in spiritual life. If we learn from
the Bible and get acquainted with all the essential parts of Christian religion, we should be
able to live by it, which means that our biblical knowledge should be practiced and
experienced. If what we have learnt remains only as factual knowledge without experiences,
it is only the knowledge of the letter. This knowledge will not help us to live by faith according
to the biblical principles. It is the meaning when James exhorts us not to be hearers only but
doers.

2. By experiencing God’s Word, we will revere God’s Word even more. Otherwise, we may
honor it in words only. For example, when we experience God’s chastisement for our sins,
we know what God’s holiness and justice mean by experience. When we experience His
protection and provision, we will rely on Him more and more even in times of troubles. We
learn that God is good. It is also true that there are many inexplicable miseries in life. How
can we know God is good (lessons we get from the Bible) in times of troubles (reality of life)?
By having experiential knowledge, we gain extra strength to move forward and upward.
Experiential knowledge is an important part in the course of godliness. Based on past
experience, we are emboldened to withstand sins and iniquities when temptation comes, and
to take comforts in times of needs and trials. Rogers says, “When we have observed that
God has punished presumption, ill conscience, rashness, and willful sinning, this experiential
knowledge brings great wisdom in the choice of our ways. It causes us to take heed to
ourselves, that it may go well with us. Our experience of the fruit of godliness is the best
means for continuing in it” (Kindle loc. 1548 of 2097).

Rev Okman Ki



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON

Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Worship Services at 11.00 am. Do invite your friends to come to
Church.

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have
a blessed time of worship with us today.

For those unable to attend Church in person, we are streaming our worship services live on
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/@NewLifeBPCLondon

Tithes & Offerings — There is an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you
to place your offerings in.

Children’s Sunday School — held after Morning Service at 1:30pm.

After-Service Fellowship — Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service.
Please bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided.

Afternoon Bible Study — Mr Scott-Pearson will lead a study from Genesis 19 titled: “Lessons
from the life of Lot.”

MEMORY VERSE

Last Week
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
Isaiah 53:6

This Week
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold

wondrous things out of thy law.”
Psalm 119:18

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises:

Dear all,

When attending the church Worship Service and Bible Study, we will continue to observe
the following precautions:

e We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) to
stay home and join us online.

e Please place your offerings in the offering box when entering or exiting the church.

e During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households.

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869).

With the Lord’s blessing,

John Poh & Jonathan Kim,
Task Force Members



