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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service — 11am
Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Call to Worship Lamentations 3:24-26
Opening Hymn * RHC 47 — “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Opening Prayer John Poh
Responsive Reading Psalm 111

Psalm 111 verses 1-4

%
Second Hymn (to the tune of Ballerma, RHC 130)

Scriptural Text Genesis 50

Pastoral Prayer Mr Charles Scott-Pearson

Sermon Message Obtaining Mercy

Closing Hymn * RHC 65 — “And Can It Be That I Should Gain?”
Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Mr Charles Scott-Pearson

Postlude The Lord Bless You

* Congregation Stands

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord is in His holy temple The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord is in His holy temple; The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
Let all the earth keep silence, and give you peace, and give you peace;
Let all the earth keep silence before Him - The Lord make His face to shine upon you,

Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. And be graci_ous unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 9

Q: What is the work of creation?
A: The work of creation is God’s making all things of nothing, by the word of his power, in the

space of six days, and all very good.

Comments:

The first thing that God did in relation to us was to make the world we live in. Now, when we
wish to make anything, we require materials. Thus, to make a chair, we need wood. But God
made all things of nothing, by merely speaking the word. We are here told also of the time in
which he made all things — six days; and of the condition in which they were when made — very
good.

Scriptural Reference:
Hebrews 11:3, Genesis 1:31




How 10 BE GODLY - PART 16

In the previous article (no 15), we thought about the importance of reading books, both the
Bible and good books. As we glean more knowledge and insights through reading, we will be
able to discern the byways, to correct our wrongs, to follow the right way, and to grow into
maturity. We take comforts from the Bible. Today, we may think about two tips to gain even
more benefits from reading.

When we read the Bible

| personally think that reading a chapter here and there is not a good way to read the Bible. If
we are studying any particular subject, we may have to read a chapter here and another
chapter there. However, it is most desirable to read the Bible in order as much as we can. In
this way, we can get acquainted with the histories and the whole course of the Bible. When
we read the Bible, we’d better settle ourselves for the time of reading to be more attentive and
to avoid the wandering of the heart.

When we read good books

There are so many printed materials covering a variety of topics. We do not know how to
choose books and where to begin. | would say that we'd better choose one or two
recommended and well-written books first in order to attain some understanding of a topic.
Then, when we read other books on the same topic, we will find it very easy to read them and
to discern whether they are good or bad, or good and better. When we read, we ought to have
a sincere desire and intention to learn something out of it, even if there are some opposing
views we find from it. Different views can sharpen our views and strengthen our convictions.
If we do not learn through reading, we will be trapped within the endless rounds of circular
thoughts coming only from our minds.

Reading good books cannot but give us benefits. Usually, they are written by people who have
devoted themselves to study on certain subjects and to write what they have learnt and found
from it. Therefore, we can glean their wisdom and knowledge through reading their books. A
few weeks ago, Pastor Willy Ng sent me a small article he found somewhere else. lts title is
“10 Tips for Reading in 2019.” | thought it fit this article well. So | am going to use my version
of it, which has been modified. | do not know the author’s name. Therefore, | cannot quote the
source of it. My list has only seven tips for reading this year. By the way, the author of this
article has an annual goal of reading 26 books, which requires him to average one book every
two weeks by the end of the year! If you beat it, please write an article about your reading for
everyone’s benefits. By the way, | have not counted the number of books | read each year.
All | do is to try to read as much as | can. Here comes a list of reading tips.

1. Don’t worry about how you read. There are so many ways to read these days. Whatever
your reading goal there are a variety of different ways to achieve this. There are printed
reading materials, digital form (ebooks), and even audio form. Yes, even audio form! If
we have to drive to work, we can listen to audio books. Of course, we have to be careful
when driving. While you are doing chores at home, you can listen to audio books too.

2. Think about when reading might be best for you. There are certain times we can foresee
not to have much time for reading. There are children’s school holidays, work related
projects, or times to visit families and friends, etc.

3. Choose books you think you will like. There are a lot of different books out there and in
many different genres. Read whatever tickles your fancy you first. Of course, | mean
that selections from worldly and lustful books are out of question. What | am trying to



say is that you should stretch yourselves in another genre or area of knowledge. Try
books outside your interests or current knowledge. Out of many such books, to begin
with and to get yourselves going, just pick something you think you’ll enjoy.

4. If reading a non-fiction book, read with a pencil in hand. It is because we need to pay
attention to what we are reading. There must be lots of spiritual nutrients in such a book.
Markers are needed. If not, there should be immediate note-taking to remember what
you have learnt from it. As for me, books are there to be used and so underlining, writing
in the margins, and even dog-earring pages are all acceptable uses of books.

5. Make sure you read a fiction book sometimes for rest. And also, | found that poetry is
another interesting genre for our reading.

6. Be willing to not finish a book. You don’t have to finish every book you start. Sometimes
we lose our interest in reading because our current reading material is boring and we
feel obligated to finish it. Thus, we stop reading any book. Avoid such a mistake.

7. The world will not end if you don’t meet your goal. Setting a goal is good, including your
reading plan, but do not be a servant to your own goal. Take a book out and enjoy
reading it.

While you are reading all the books in the world, don’t forget the reading of Scripture. There
is no substitute for Scripture. Now we come to the last in the list of private means of grace,
which are thanksgiving and fasting.

Thanksgiving

A thankful heart is a blessed heart. All godly men and women were thankful people. They
have yielded praises to God and rejoiced in Him, despite hardships and trials. They
remembered God’s grace in the past. They renewed their vows and testified of the goodness
of God, though they were in afflictions. | cannot think of any godly person who was not a
thankful person. Probably, David is the most outstanding person even amongst all godly and
exemplary people regarding his attitude of gratitude. He says in 1 Chronicles 16:8-10, “Give
thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the people. 9 Sing
unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works. 10 Glory ye in his holy
name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.”

Fasting

“Fasting is a most earnest profession of deep humbling of ourselves in abstinence with
confession of sins and supplications to God, to turn away some sore calamity from us or for
obtaining of some special blessings” (Rogers, Kindle loc., 2022 or 2097). In fasting, we humble
ourselves far more than ordinary abasing of ourselves. We also deprive ourselves of food
and drink, and earthly matters, which effectively declares that we are not worthy of even taking
these necessities for a while. The duration of fasting could be varied and all depends on our
personal circumstances. The godly people of God fasted when there were great calamities
(ex. 2 Chronicles 20:6). “Thanksgiving raises us up to a joyful remembrance of God’s
wonderful kindness, while fasting brings us low as we remember our vileness. Both greatly
draw our hearts in more love and obedience to God” (loc. 2050 of 2097).

Rev Okman Ki

(This article concludes the series of articles by Rev Okman Ki on the topic “How to Be Godly”.)



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON

Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Worship Service at 11.00 am followed by a Bible Study at 1:30pm.
Do invite your friends to come to Church.

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have
a blessed time of worship with us today.

For those unable to attend Church in person, please join our Worship Service and Bible Study
on our live-stream via YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/@NewLifeBPCLondon

Tithes & Offerings — There is an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you
to place your offerings in.

Children’s Sunday School — held after Morning Service at 1:30pm.

After-Service Fellowship — Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service.
Please bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided.

Afternoon Bible Study — Mr Scott-Pearson will lead a study taken from Acts 2 titled:
“Lessons from the life of Peter”

MEMORY VERSE

Last Week This Week
“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, | “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, | of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find

but by me.” grace to help in time of need.”
John 14:6 Hebrews 4:16

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises:

Dear all,

When attending the church Worship Service and Bible Study, we will continue to observe
the following precautions:

e We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) to
stay home and join us online.

e Please place your offerings in the offering box when entering or exiting the church.

e During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households.

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869).

With the Lord’s blessing,

John Poh & Jonathan Kim,
Task Force Members



