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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Morning Service — 11am

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple

Call to Worship Psalm 86:6-13

Opening Hymn * RHC 82 — “This Day at Thy Creating Word”
Opening Prayer Jonathan Kim

Responsive Reading Psalm 110

Psalm 110 verses 1-4

5
Second Hymn (to the tune of St Agnes, RHC 57)

Scriptural Text John 14:1-6

Pastoral Prayer Eld George Chew

Sermon Message Troubled Times

Closing Hymn * RHC 354 — “God Leads Us Along”
Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Eld George Chew

Postlude The Lord Bless You

* Congregation Stands

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord is in His holy temple The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord is in His holy temple; The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
Let all the earth keep silence, and give you peace, and give you peace;
Let all the earth keep silence before Him - The Lord make His face to shine upon you,

Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. And be graci_ous unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 8

Q: How doth God execute his decrees?
A: God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence.

Comments:

We have been told what God is; we now begin to learn what he has done. We are here told that
he created all things, and still sustains them, and that in creation and providence we see God
executing his own decrees.

Scriptural Reference:
Revelation 4:11, Daniel 4:35




How 10 BE GODLY - PART 15

The last in the list of the private means of grace is none other than reading. There are five
“W”s and one “H” question that we must carefully study to understand how reading could
help us become godly.

What should be read?

The number one answer is the Bible, which is the Word of God. Then, second, | would say
that we should read good and sound books. Of course, we should know what good and
sound books are. There are so many printed books out there dealing with a variety of
topics. For sure, we do not have enough time and energy to read them all, even if their
contents are good. Some books are good but may not bring any profit to our souls. Some
books are interesting and not necessarily harmful, but they do not help our spiritual life.
Reading some books makes us weary. There are books that make the readers wise and
skillful in the knowledge of the things of God including John Calvin’s Institutes, Peter Martyr
Vermigli’'s Common Places, and Theodore Beza’'s Confessions. William Perkins’ writings
are also worth reading. He has often been called “the father of Puritanism.”

Who should read?

1. Children should be urged to read. We know that Timothy was brought up in the
Scriptures since his childhood, and also the children of the elect lady in 2 John. The
result was that they walked in the truth. Therefore, children ought to be taught with
the doctrines of the Scriptures and to be encouraged to read the Bible. If children
are capable of knowing God and walking after His truth, why do we not encourage
them to read spiritual and devotional books more? The profane and irreligious may
read wrong books and do not like to read good books and are led by error. However,
the well-advised Christian should know that children are to be exercised in reading
good books. They ought to stay away from too much games, TV, computers, or
worldly books and magazines.

2. Young people should read books. They should fight against the devil and his
instruments with their spiritual weapons. It is often the case that the unmarried young
people should be taught to care for the things of the Lord. Titus said, “Young men
likewise exhort to be sober minded” (2:6). They must search the Scriptures and read
good books. Reading will establish and strengthen them against their enemies and
corruption. They will be built up in the most holy faith.

3. Fathers and mothers should read books. Instead of having delight to hear and tell
stories and laugh and be merry in vain and profane manners, they ought to nurture
themselves continually by reading the Scriptures and godly and spiritual books that
can feed their minds with clean and pure things. They ought to refuse to give
themselves to foolish talks, idleness, and worldliness.

When should we read?

There are people who do not like to read. However, | feel that all believers ought to read.
Revelation 1:3 says, “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” Blessed
is the one who reads.... All Christians must read and take efforts to read. They must train
themselves to read even a bit at a time. When should we read? Not everyone has an equal
amount of time to read. Therefore, we should read when we can. Probably, a more



important principle of reading is its consistency. We should keep our practice constant,
especially when we first begin. Once we break a constant reading pattern, we may lose a
momentum to read and our reading becomes irregular. We also should not read for show
but with sincere desire to benefit from it.

There are people saying that they do not like to read. It is a very curious excuse for not
reading the Bible and good books regularly. It is because there is no one who acts because
of pure joy and likes. There are things that all of us must do. There are words like
responsibility, accountability, or duty. We go to school to learn, take time to do extra work
for improvements and even go out on rainy days to run for daily exercise. Why do we do
things we do not like at times? It is because either it is our duty or it is good for us. Instead
of developing a good habit like reading, people follow the world one way or another. They
find leisure in something other than in reading. Sometimes we do not read because we
are idle, or we fill our minds with swarms of vain thoughts or dangerous lusts. Even if our
reading may not be very long, daily reading is always helpful.

How should we read?

Reading benefits us a lot. As a theology student, | do read the Bible and theology books.
However, | try to read a variety of subjects from humanities to engineering and economics.
They include philosophy, history, management, politics, science, or even arts, if | can find
a good title. It is because reading gives me insights over things that | have not known and
experienced before. These extra insights help me understand people whom | minister to.
There are lots of things private persons cannot attain apart from reading. At this point, |
need to put a great emphasis on the importance of our catechism, confession of faith, and
Bible knowledge through regular Bible studies and devotions. If we do not know the Bible
well enough, we do not have any discernment to know if the books we are reading are
good or bad. We could be wrongly influenced by not so good books, and we may form our
convictions on the basis of such wrong influences. Therefore, we must make sure we read
and meditate upon the Bible first. If we do not know the Bible well, even the reading of
good books will not help us have the right use of it. As a result, we may have much
fragmented knowledge from here and there, but it is not beneficial at all. Rather, it could
be harmful for us to read books! We must read books with understanding. Only then, will
we be more enlightened and helped in reading. Through insights and knowledge gained,
we can take opportunities to confer with the learned, which will help us even more.

Why should we read?

Well, we must begin with the Bible. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us about the authority of the
Scriptures and its purpose. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” By knowing and reading the
Bible, we will receive more and more profits for instructions (doctrine), reproof, correction
and instruction in righteousness. The end result is that we become well equipped to do all
good works. We correct our wrong views, ideas, conducts, prejudices, attitudes, and
manners of life through reading! Knowing God is important, and knowing God rightly is the
most important thing to us. Only then, we will be able to believe and serve Him rightly.
Consider Proverbs 19:2, “Also, that the soul be without knowledge, it is not good; and he
that hasteth with his feet sinneth.” Also, Romans 15:4 says, “For whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope.” Reading the Bible comforts us, too.

Rev Okman Ki



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON

Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Worship Services at 11.00 am. Do invite your friends to come to
Church.

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have
a blessed time of worship with us today.

For those unable to attend Church in person, we are streaming our worship services live on
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/@NewLifeBPCLondon

Tithes & Offerings — There is an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you
to place your offerings in.

Children’s Sunday School — held after Morning Service at 1:30pm.

After-Service Fellowship — Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service.
Please bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided.

Afternoon Bible Study — Eld Chew will lead a study titled: “Trinity Explained”

MEMORY VERSE

This Week
“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,

but by me.”
John 14:6

Last Week
“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth.”

John 4:24

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises:

Dear all,

When attending the church Worship Service and Bible Study, we will continue to observe
the following precautions:

e We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) to
stay home and join us online.

e Please place your offerings in the offering box when entering or exiting the church.

¢ During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households.

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869).

With the Lord’s blessing,

John Poh & Jonathan Kim,
Task Force Members



