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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Morning Service — 11am

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Call to Worship Psalm 145:10-12
Opening Hymn * RHC 2 — "O Worship the King”
Opening Prayer John Poh
Responsive Reading Psalm 128
Second Hymn * ([t)jctl}lzzltbfife80f Kilmarnock, RHC 561)
Scriptural Text Nehemiah 1:1-11
Pastoral Prayer Rev Lim Chee Boon
Sermon Message Spiritual Renewal
Closing Hymn * RHC 231 — “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove”
Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Rev Lim Chee Boon
Postlude The Lord Bless You
* Congregation Stands
THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE THE LORD BLESS YOU

The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him -
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 33

Q: What is justification?
A: Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us
as righteous in his sight, only for the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST imputed to us, and received

by faith alone.

Comments:

Justification means pronouncing a person righteous; it is the opposite of condemnation. It is said to be

an act, because it is done at once; and an act of God’s free grace, because we can do nothing of ourselves
to deserve it. It consists of two parts — pardon and acceptance; and we are taught also that the cause of

it is not our own goodness, but Christ’s, and that Christ’s righteousness becomes ours through faith.
Scriptural Reference:

Romans 3:24, Ephesians 1:7, Romans 5:19, Galatians 2:16




Dear brethren, this week’s bulletin article is the concluding part (Part 6) of the article “Educate
Your Mind” written by Rev Okman Ki, Senior Pastor of Hope Bible-Presbyterian Church,
Australia.

Educate Your Mind — Part 6

In the previous article (part 5), | mentioned two considerations in order to educate our mind.
One of them was to be aware of the danger of educating the mind with endless circular
reasoning coming from within our own thoughts — self-educating with self-materials. We must
know that uninformed opinions are easy to come by. Thus, we may show reactions to
anything, though we really do not know much about it. What we need to do is to formulate
our opinions on intelligent analysis, gained by using specific and well-articulated reasons.

Let us once again be reminded of the dangers caused by an uneducated mind. Josif Ton, a
Romanian Christian, analyses the Marxist conception of man. He says that the Marxist “new
man” has two major characteristics: “First, [he] should not be alienated from the means of
production. All means of production will be the property of everyone. Therefore, man will
yield all his energies, freely, to the process of producing material goods for society as a whole,
and by this he will discover fulfilment in the creative process. Secondly, this man, freed from
corruption by the strength of the socialist system, will handle the goods honestly and will
distribute them freely, taking only as much as he needs so that enough will remain for all his
kinsmen. He will be a man who will yield all his forces freely for others, a totally committed
altruist.” Obviously, the Marxist view of man does not reflect the reality. It is no wonder that
the Soviet Union was dissolved, and many eastern European countries abandoned
communism. Marxism argues that “the old man is the product of environment, and the new
man will be brought into being by a change in that environment. The ‘right’ system will produce
the right kind of man.” (CT, May 23, 1975) Listen to Ton to know how “ideology” can formulate
ideas and influence the mind: “atheistic ideology would inevitably produce a desperate,
unscrupulous man, capable of carrying through a bloody revolution.”

Ton asked this question of a school teacher who was supposed to educate his pupils to
produce the new man: “In a purely materialistic world where life is the product of a game of
chance and where man’s single chance is here and now ..., what motive can we offer to live
lives of usefulness to others, or even self-sacrifice?” The teacher’s reply was: “I do not know
why | should be good and honest. | know that if | don’t pull strings, or stab someone in the
back, | will not advance or succeed in life. And this is everything for me.” Given the
presuppositions that underlie it who can fault this answer? According to this view, there is no
hereafter, no judgment; get all you can in this life, for it is the only life you have (Ibid). It is a
worldview, or mindset.

The second consideration is to receive proper teaching from either teachers or good books.
Over the years, | have met Christian parents who told me that they did not want to influence
their children’s choice of religion, morality, or anything. They wanted to leave all the decisions
to their young ones. Some Christian parents even told me that they should not be overly
dogmatic about their Christian faith concerning their children. The children should be able to
make their own informed choices. | feel sorry for them for at least two reasons: (1) parents
are responsible for teaching their children the truth about God. They are failing by not actively
teaching their children from the Bible, and (2) parents are ignorant that their negligence in
leaving religious education out, other studies will come in and impose their system of values.



If their children do not learn from the Bible, they will learn from something else. Obviously,
schools are full of anti-God ideas.

We should be able to understand, evaluate, and react to ideas. In order to do so, we must
have proper tools to understand ideas. Correct understanding must come from correct
information (facts) and correct analysis. | keep saying understanding as well as teaching and
learning. Understanding is an integral part of educating our mind. Think about a Leon Morris
article, “Why Educate?” for Christianity Today magazine (April 12, 1974), which offers us some
food for thought on the topic of “educating our mind.” He says, “Our educational institutions
... are usually good about the production of tools and skills. They can tell us how to make
airplanes and how to fly them. But they say nothing about whether we should use them to
drop bombs on our enemies or to run a flying doctor service for people in remote places. As
S. Barton Babbage puts it, ‘If you want a bomb, the chemistry department will teach you how
to make it; if you want a cathedral the department of architecture will teach you how to build
it; if you want a healthy body the department of physiology and medicine will teach you how
to tend it. But when you ask whether and why you should want bombs or cathedrals or healthy
bodies, the university is dumb and impotent. It can give help and guidance in all things
subsidiary but not in the attainment of the one thing needful.”

If we apply it to the patterns of writings by the biblical writers, in particular, Paul, it could be
well received and understood. Pauline epistles always open with doctrines or teachings, and
then they move to applications. We may learn doctrines from systematic theology books, but
indoctrination alone will not nourish our mind to be sound and healthy in Christian beliefs and
living.

C. S. Lewis was an interesting character. | wonder if there was any writer who could use a
language to express his ideas better than he. He was an expert at making distinctions between
scientia (knowledge, the makeup of things) and sapientia (wisdom, the significance of things)
especially in his fictions. In order to read his books, we need to learn how to read them. He
said, “I want God, not my idea of God; | want my neighbour, not my idea of my neighbour; |
want myself, not my idea of myself.” How true that statement is! His book, The Abolition of
Man, was actually a part of the Riddell Lectures. In this address, he explains that in literature
and the other arts, the child must be guided to feel pleasure in works that are delightful and
well made and to “hate the ugly” with “a just distaste.” He must learn to “give delighted praise
to beauty, receiving it into his soul and being nourished by it, so that he becomes a man of
gentle heart.”

Unfortunately, we have become like machines following only the manuals. We study the
subjects that will find us jobs or work. Then, for career development, we read and get re-
educated for continuing work or for promotions. In the meanwhile, we have lost opportunities
to educate our mind and to expand our thought-horizons. As a result, we are inclined to focus
on facts and miss the significance. Or, we are self-centred and miss the real beauty we should
be enjoying. Paul warns us in 2 Corinthians 3:6, “Who also hath made us able ministers of
the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life.” We are skilful at reading letters but, alas, we miss the spirit! We, in our pride and
arrogance, think that we can know everything about God by reading a few lines of Scripture
verses in the same way we read other literature. We grammatically read the Bible and know
all the definitions, but, woe unto us, we miss the significance! We have gained information by
hearing the messages preached, but we have failed to educate our mind with the truths of
God. Thus, though saved, our worldview is secular. Alas.



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON

Our Lord’s Day activities begin with the Worship Service at 11.00 am followed by a Bible
Study at 1:30pm. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have
a blessed time of worship with us today.

For those unable to attend Church in person, please join our Worship Service and Bible Study
on our live-stream via YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/@NewLifeBPCLondon

We thank God for safe arrival of Rev Lim Chee Boon. Rev Lim will be ministering to us
for the entire month of December and early January. Please pray for his ministry here.

Tithes & Offerings — The offering box is located at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary.

After-Service Fellowship — Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service.
Please bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided.

Afternoon Bible Study — Rev Lim will continue the study from 1 Thessalonians. This week,
we shall cover Chapter 3, Vs 1-13.

Children’s Sunday School — held after the After-Service Fellowship at 1:30pm.

Lord’s Supper, 8 December — We will observe the Lord’s Supper next week. Please come
with hearts prepared.

MEMORY VERSE
This Week
“But if ye turn unto me, and keep my

Last Week commandments, and do them; though there
“Let every thing that hath breath praise the were of you cast out unto the uttermost part

LORD. Praise ye the LORD.” of the heaven, yet will I gather them from
Psalm 150:6 thence, and will bring them unto the place

that I have chosen to set my name there.”

Nehemiah 1:9

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises:

Dear all,

When attending the church Worship Service and Bible Study, we will continue to observe
the following precautions:

e We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) to
stay home and join us online.

e Please place your offerings in the offering box when entering or exiting the church.

e During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households.

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869).

With the Lord’s blessing,

John Poh & Jonathan Kim,
Task Force Members



