
 

 

 

 

NEW LIFE 
BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
44 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6NN  Charity No. 1060655 

Tel: 020 7328 0869 (Manse) 

Email: newlifebplondon @ yahoo.co.uk Website: www.newlifebpc.org.uk 

Supervisory Pastor: Rev Lim Chee Boon 

Email: pastor @ newlifebpc.org.uk 

“For the Word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev 1:9) 

Vol. 27 No. 31 LORD’S DAY 30 JULY 2023 

 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am  

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 

Call to Worship Psalm 92:1-5  

Opening Prayer Mr Charles Scott-Pearson  

Opening Hymn * RHC 81 – “Lord of the Sabbath”  

Responsive Reading Psalm 66  

Second Hymn * 
Psalm 66 verses 1-4 
(to the tune of tune of Martyrdom, RHC 38) 

 

Scriptural Text Galatians 2  

Pastoral Prayer Mr Charles Scott-Pearson  

Sermon Message Are we Justified? 

Closing Hymn * RHC 181 – “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”  

Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Mr Charles Scott-Pearson  

Postlude The Lord Bless You  

* Congregation Stands 

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
The Lord is in His holy temple, 
The Lord is in His holy temple: 
Let all the earth keep silence, 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him - 
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. 

THE LORD BLESS YOU 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 71 

Q: What is required in the Seventh Commandment? 

A: The Seventh Commandment requireth the preservation of our own and our neighbour’s 

chastity, in heart, speech, and behaviour. 

Scriptural Reference: 

2 Timothy 2:22; Ephesians 5:11-12 

 



WHEN KNOWLEDGE MISSES THE POINT 
 
We all need to be instructed in the truths of the gospel, because that is the way that we grow 
spiritually. But both preachers and hearers can be busy around the truth without really getting 
to the heart of the truth. John Carstares was a ministerial colleague of James Durham and 
wrote an extended endorsement of Durham’s book, The Great Gain of Contenting Godliness. 
Carstares picks up on Durham’s theme of “exercising yourself unto godliness” and points out 
that there are various ways in which we can be active and energetic – full of zeal – but it ’s 
misdirected even though we have flickers and flashes of truth in our view. In the following 
updated extract, Carstares picks out some ways in which – whether as preachers or hearers – 
people miss the point and truth and godliness slip away from them. 
 
We should exercise ourselves to godliness knowingly and solidly, having a right understanding of its 
nature, and a thorough grasp of what it consists of, so that we do not make a mistake about it, as 
many do who claim to have it, to the great harm of their souls, if not their utter ruin. 
 
There is a “zeal that is not according to knowledge,” and zeal about what is not good (Romans 10:2). 
Then the more zealous and exercised someone is, and the faster they run, the further they go wrong 
and out of the way. The greatest zealots in unwarrantable things readily become the most dangerous. 
“My son,” said dying David to Solomon, “know thou the God of thy fathers,” while to Israel he said, 
“Keep and seek for the commandments of the Lord your God.” Remarkable words, keep and seek, 
plainly implying that there can be no keeping of God’s commandments without seeking to know and 
understand them well. Little knowledge of God, of the nature of godliness, and of the principles of 
religion, with this wrong kind of zeal, have produced much damage to the gospel, and brought it under 
great contempt. 
 
Since it is those, and only those, who keep His commandments that have a good understanding 
(Psalm 111:10), we should by all means strive to have our practice marching side by side with our 
light, and not to have any of our light detained in unrighteousness (Romans 1:18), made a prisoner 
under a guard of corruptions to keep it from shining out and influencing our practice. 
 
SEEKING KNOWLEDGE FOR ITS OWN SAKE 
 
There are many who seek to know only or mainly so that they would know, and make others know 
that they know. In religion they are all notion without motion, having a head full of light and a heart 
void of all life. They talk all their religion and do not walk it. Their knowledge aggravates their guilt and 
heightens their damnation. 
 
AVOIDING KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS 
 
There are some on the other hand who become weary and almost sick of things that are preached or 
written with the aim of familiarising them with the form of sound words and the principles of religion. 
They would prefer only and always to have something spoken to some case of conscience, or some 
doubt or some spiritual exercise. Of course Christians should covet to have their souls  ’cases and 
their present spiritual exercise spoken to, and their doubts cleared. I do not deny this, but willingly and 
readily grant it. Our blessed Lord Jesus by His learned tongue loves to speak words in season to 
weary and seriously exercised souls. 
 
Yet these people should also like having their judgment well informed in the principles of the religion 
which they profess. Otherwise, by their ignorance in these matters, they risk keeping themselves in 
an inextricable labyrinth of puzzling and perplexing scruples, doubts and difficulties about their own 
soul’s state and condition. Not only so, but they also expose themselves as a ready prey to be caught 
up by seducers and erroneous persons, especially those who claim to have more than ordinary victory 
over sin, more than ordinary spiritual insight, and special strictness in their walk. At the same time 



these puzzled and vulnerable souls, because of their great ignorance, expose the practice of 
godliness to reproach and obloquy. 
 
PRIORITISING PERIPHERAL POINTS 
 
There is a third sort that have a liking only to hear of something controversial. Even if it is only debated 
amongst truly godly churchmen, and even if it is the kind of topic where both sides may retain their 
different opinions to their dying day without the least risk to their salvation — or for that matter, 
something which doesn’t in any way prevent God accepting and blessing their service. By comparison 
with these disputed points, these people loathe the great and substantial truths of the gospel. For 
them it’s as if all religion is rooted in these debatable and peripheral things, so that they are drawn 
out from the heart and vitals of religion to the extremities and outskirts. These souls greatly endanger 
the power of godliness, and its very soul and substance of godliness, both to themselves and others 
also. 
 
I do not for all this (God forbid I should) condemn seriously and soberly manifested dislike of sinful 
silence as to anything that is indeed contrary to sound doctrine and the power of godliness (anything 
that is certainly displeasing to God and that may be a reason why He has a controversy with us, even 
if it is found in those who are truly godly and otherwise faithful). Nor do I mean that we should in the 
least involve ourselves in so much as the constructive approbation of anything we judge to be sinful; 
or that we should behave lukewarmly and unconcernedly in even the lowest concerns of Jesus Christ 
and of religion. In all of this, both preachers and professing believers are not a little blameworthy. Only 
I do not want all religion and serious godliness swallowed up in the gulf of endless debates and 
disputes about more remote and less momentous things, when they are points of difference amongst 
those who are truly godly. 
 
While some hearers like this kind of preaching too much, it may also be the case that some preachers 
preach like this too much. Their sermons are at best jejune and lean, when compared with the great 
and substantial truths of the gospel. Maybe in a whole sabbath, or in a whole sermon, the poor people 
have got little or nothing to feed on but bare, barren and dry debates, or invectives against owning 
the authority of lawful civil rulers, or declamations directly or indirectly against hearing faithful ministers 
of the gospel because of some lesser differences, whether in judgment or practice. Some are so taken 
with these discourses that they say, “O! such a blessed day of the gospel! We never saw such a day 
of the gospel!” Yet in fact very little of the gospel was preached. Little was spoken to commend Christ 
and serious godliness — little to provoke us to the exercise of repentance, mortification of sin, humility, 
self-denial, heavenly mindedness, tenderness, and other graces and Christian duties. Instead the 
things that were only or mainly emphasised had little genuine and native tendency either to the 
conversion or building of souls. That is after all the great end of preaching. “Whom we preach,” says 
the apostle, and, “I determined to know nothing amongst you, but Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 
 
CORRELATING OUR ZEAL WITH SPIRITUAL VALUE 
 
As it is good to be always zealously affected towards things that are right, so the zeal of ministers and 
individual Christians ought to be suited and proportioned to the nature of things. Then the whole or 
greatest part of their zeal would not be permitted to be spent on things more debatable (especially 
amongst the knowledgeable and godly), and things that are further removed from the heart, soul, life 
and power of religion, while in the meantime little zeal is reserved for the most necessary momentous 
and substantial things. 
 
The Covenanters were a group of faithful ministers and Christians in Scotland who worked to uphold 
the principles of the National Covenant of 1638 and Solemn League and Covenant of 1643 in order 
to establish and defend Presbyterianism against the imposition of Episcopacy by the state. They 
suffered severe persecution through imprisonment, fines and execution rather than abandon their 
principles. 
 

— adapted and edited from Blog - Reformation Scotland, dated 20 July 2023 
 



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 
Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Worship Services at 11.00 am. Do invite your friends to come to 

Church. 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have 

a blessed time of worship with us today.  

For those unable to attend Church in person, we are streaming our worship services online. To 

join our online services or for more information, please call the church manse, or email us at 

admin 'at' newlifebpc.org.uk. 

Tithes & Offerings – There is an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you 

to place your offerings in. 

Children’s Sunday School – No Sunday School today. 

After-Service Fellowship – Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service. 

Please bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided. 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“Holding forth the word of life; that I may 

rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not 

run in vain, neither laboured in vain.” 

Philippians 2:16 

This Week 

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 

live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 

life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 

faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 

gave himself for me.” 

Galatians 2:20 

 

 

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises: 

Dear all, 

While the legal Covid restrictions having been lifted, we will continue to observe the 
following precautions:  

• We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) to 
stay home and join us at our online services. 

• Please place your offerings in the offering box when entering or exiting the church. 

• During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households. 

• While not required, the use of face covering is voluntary. Please bring your own 
face covering. 

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website 
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869). 

With the Lord’s blessing, 

John Poh & Jonathan Kim, 

Task Force Members 


