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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am  

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 

Call to Worship Psalm 145:1-3  

Opening Prayer John Poh  

Opening Hymn * RHC 226 – “The Lord Is King!”  

Responsive Reading Psalm 78  

Second Hymn * 
Psalm 78 verses 1-8 
(to the tune of tune of No Other Plea, RHC 301) 

 

Scriptural Text Matthew 24:1-36  

Pastoral Prayer Dr David Allen  

Sermon Message The Signs of Christ’s Coming 

The Lord’s Supper Dr David Allen  

Closing Hymn * RHC 229 – “Thy Kingdom Come, O God”  

Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Dr David Allen  

Postlude The Lord Bless You  

* Congregation Stands 

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
The Lord is in His holy temple, 
The Lord is in His holy temple: 
Let all the earth keep silence, 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him - 
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. 

THE LORD BLESS YOU 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 83 

Q: Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous? 

A: Some sins, in themselves, and by reason of several aggravations, are MORE HEINOUS in 

the sight of God than others. 

Comments: 

This answer tells us that some sins are worse than others. It says that some sins are worse by 

reason of their own nature, as it is worse to sin against God than against man; and some are 

worse by reason of certain circumstances, as it is worse to sin deliberately than when hurried by 

passion. 

Scriptural Reference: 

Luke 12:47-48 
 



BLESSED ARE THE PERSECUTED 
The Beatitudes are God's children's characteristics, and they are the blueprint for truly 
spiritual blessedness. We come now to the eighth and final beatitude. Jesus gives a 
strange, blessed beatitude that will surely be the least desired of the others. This least 
popular beatitude is about blessing that comes to those who are persecuted. This last 
beatitude is the longest, with three verses, and it comes with a command and an 
explanation. Jesus said in this the eighth beatitude in Matthew 5:10-12, "Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed 
are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward 
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you." This long beatitude 
with three verses comes with a command to 'rejoice', and the explanation that follows, only 
emphasizes the importance of the eight beatitudes.  

To understand the eight beatitudes, we must understand the word 'righteousness.'  In 
verse 10, the persecution is "on account of righteousness," and in verse 11, it is "on 
account of Jesus." We will be persecuted because we are living for Jesus and like 
Jesus.  The righteousness that is ours in Christ stands in sharp contrast to the world's 
unrighteousness, and hence we will be persecuted because of our relationship to Christ.  If 
we live a wholehearted, devoted Christian life for Christ and stand on the truth of God's 
Word regarding all the immoralities we see around us, we will be persecuted. If we cherish 
sexual purity, our life will be attacked by people's love for free sex or those from the LGBTQ 
community. When we walk humbly with our God, we will expose the pride and worldly-
mindedness of those around us. 

Jesus in this long, eighth beatitude gives us two ways we can be persecuted because of 
Christ in us. First, in vs 10, Jesus says we can be physically persecuted. The Greek word 
for persecution has the idea of hurting others physically like beating, physical abuse etc. 
The second way we can expect persecution is by verbal insults which are given in vs 11, 
“they shall persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.” 
When we shine for Christ as His followers, expect verbal persecution like gossip, lies, false 
accusations, abusive words, derogatory words, etc. We may never imagine it or see it 
coming but be ready, for Jesus says because of our identity with Christ, these things will 
come.  

The eighth beatitude reminds us to live a consistent Christian life. When we have beatitude 
characteristics, everyone will know that we are Christians. When we are like Christ, we 
won't have to seek persecution, for it will come to us. Why? As Christians, we will stand 
up for Christ and what is right and oppose what is wrong. We know what happened when 
Martin Luther stood for the truth. God used the persecution, led by the Roman Catholic 
Church, to bring the 16th Century Reformation. We must speak up and stand for the truth. 
Let us not hide the great and beautiful light under a bushel but let us be like a city on a hill 
that cannot be hidden. 

Let us take comfort in the words of Jesus Christ in verses 11-12, “Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:” 
Jesus' counsel to us when persecution comes is, "Rejoice and be glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven." The apostle Paul said similarly in 2 Corinthians 6:10, "As sorrowful, yet 



always rejoicing.”  The Epistle of James gives a solution to trials in James 1:4: "My 
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into diverse temptations." So, when we undergo 
persecution, we must rejoice and be glad. 

Two reasons are given for our rejoicing, which is linked to the promise. Verse 10 tells us 
the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to us. And verse 12 tells us that we will receive a great 
reward in heaven. Jesus knows beyond any shadow of a doubt that our reward in heaven 
will more than compensate for any suffering we must endure in the service of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The same promise of future blessing is taught in Matthew 19:29: "And 
everyone that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life. But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first." Yes, let us 
rejoice and be glad during persecution. “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;” (2 Cor. 4:17). So, rejoice 
and be glad, for great is our reward in heaven! Let us look at persecution differently, like 
the thousands of followers of Jesus. God has a purpose, and it could be for repentance 
and conversion. As we rejoice greatly in Christ, let us not forget to pray for our brethren 
who are under extreme persecution in many closed countries. 

Is the beatitude on persecution relevant to us today? One global report in a Mission 
magazine called Christianity the most persecuted religion; "on a worldwide basis, 
Christians are the most persecuted major religion in terms of direct punishment for 
practising religious activities–public worship, evangelism, charity." Throughout the ages, 
Christians who follow Jesus have been persecuted. The New Testament Church, was a 
persecuted church. The apostles were persecuted and martyred. Some were beheaded, 
others stoned, some crucified, and others burned. From then until now, throughout the 
centuries, we have been persecuted. Some countries have even banned religious 
gatherings for Christians. In some countries, the government rewards information about 
secret worship services, which are then raided to arrest believers. In some countries, it is 
a crime to convert to Christianity. Many Christians who follow Christ have been arrested, 
put in jail and tortured. Others have lost their homes, jobs, and businesses. Brethren, our 
persecution may be vastly different, but the eighth beatitude is a reminder for us to pray 
for those who are severely persecuted. 

Let us also examine ourselves, especially if we are popular or praised by the world. Is it 
because we are conformed to worldly standards? Are we confronting our sins and taking 
a stand in line with His Word? When we live for Christ and follow the righteousness of 
Jesus in His strength and for His glory—there will be two possible responses from people 
around us. Verse 10 already gave the first response; we will be persecuted. And the 
second response will be, we will praise our God.  Matthew 5:16, “Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.”  

Let us shine for Christ come what may, for “Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake.” 

Rev Mathews Abraham, Singapore 

 



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 
Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Worship Services at 11.00 am. Do invite your friends to come to 

Church. 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have 

a blessed time of worship with us today.  

For those unable to attend Church in person, we are streaming our worship services online. To 

join our online services or for more information, please call the church manse, or email us at 

admin 'at' newlifebpc.org.uk. 

Tithes & Offerings – There is an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you 

to place your offerings in. 

Children’s Sunday School – held after Morning Service at 1:30pm. 

After-Service Fellowship – Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service. 

Please bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided. 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“Brethren, I count not myself to have 

apprehended: but this one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind, and 

reaching forth unto those things which are 

before, 

I press toward the mark for the prize of the 

high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 3:13-14 

This Week 

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 

words shall not pass away.” 

Matthew 24:35 

 

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises: 

Dear all, 

While the legal Covid restrictions having been lifted, we will continue to observe the 
following precautions:  

• We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) to 
stay home and join us at our online services. 

• Please place your offerings in the offering box when entering or exiting the church. 

• During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households. 

• While not required, the use of face covering is voluntary. Please bring your own 
face covering. 

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website 
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869). 

With the Lord’s blessing, 

John Poh & Jonathan Kim, 

Task Force Members 


