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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am  

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 

Call to Worship Psalm 148:1-6  

Opening Prayer Jonathan Kim  

Opening Hymn * RHC 42 – “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him”  

Responsive Reading Psalm 80  

Second Hymn * 
Psalm 80 verses 17-19 
(to the tune of tune of St Agnes, RHC 231) 

 

Scriptural Text 2 Timothy 1:1-14  

Pastoral Prayer Eld George Chew  

Sermon Message Fan the Flame 

Closing Hymn * RHC 412 – “Fight the Good Fight”  

Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Eld George Chew  

Postlude The Lord Bless You  

* Congregation Stands 

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
The Lord is in His holy temple, 
The Lord is in His holy temple: 
Let all the earth keep silence, 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him - 
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. 

THE LORD BLESS YOU 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 85 

Q: What doth God require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse due to us for sin? 

A: To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God requireth of us FAITH IN JESUS 

CHRIST – REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE – with the diligent use of all the OUTWARD MEANS whereby 

Christ communicateth to us the benefits of Redemption. 

Comments: 

The Law of God says, ‘Do this and live’, or ‘Do it not and die’. And man cannot do it. He breaks the 

Law daily in spite of his utmost efforts. But God is merciful, and has provided a way by which we may 

be saved. That way is here told us. It consists in faith and repentance, which are inward means of 

salvation, with the diligent use of all the outward means hereafter to be told. 

Scriptural Reference: 

Mark 1:15, Acts 20:21 
 



YE ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH AND THE 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
In the eight beatitudes, Jesus describes God's children's characteristics. According to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, a Christian is one who is poor in spirit, mourns for his sin, is meek, hungers and 
thirsts after righteousness, is merciful, is pure in heart, is a peacemaker and is ready to be 
persecuted for Christ.  These are what a Christian has inside him; it's about character and 
attitudes. Immediately following the beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord Jesus 
uses two powerful metaphors to describe His people. He calls them both salt of the earth and 
light of the world. Both salt and light are very valuable and helpful though vastly different in 
application. As salt and light, Christians are catalysts for change. 

The first metaphor Jesus uses is in Matthew 5:13, “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt 
have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be 
cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.” Jesus did not say, "You must be salt," or "It 
would be nice for you to be salt."  But if you are a Christian, then you are the salt of the earth. 
What is the purpose of salt? There are literally thousands of uses of salt but today we list just 
the few that were known during Jesus’ time. One of the most common uses of salt is that of a 
preserving agent—salt wards off rot and decay. Christians are to be like salt to this decaying 
world. By our speech, good deeds or by our example, we prevent the rotting of this world. Salt 
is such a powerful preservative.  Abraham pleaded with God not to destroy Sodom and 
Gomorrah in Genesis 19 if there were a preserving influence of just ten righteous men.  

Salt also has a remarkable cleansing ability, and saline solution is used to cleanse wounds. 
In 2 Kings 2:19-22, Elisha cleansed the waters at Jericho with salt. Christians should have a 
purifying effect on the world around them. Our presence and influence have a purifying force. 
Gossip or unedifying talk stops when a Christian walks into a group. Salt also has a pleasing 
ability to add flavour to our food. We all know how tasteless most food is without salt. Salt 
brings out the best in us. The world that we live in is bland and savourless, but the true 
Christian lifestyle is like salt, adding flavour and satisfaction. When people get a taste of our 
inner godly characteristics, they will be attracted to our Saviour and God. But a Christian who 
is not dispelling the qualities of salt is worthless in God's eyes. God wants us to examine 
ourselves. We are to be the instruments that God can use to implement change in a wicked 
world. As people see the beauty of our lives, they will be attracted to the Jesus we preach. 
We are the salt of the earth. 

The other metaphor which Jesus uses for Christians is, “ye are the light of the world.” Both 
salt and light are everyday objects but are vastly different.  Salt, once dissolved, is hidden; 
light cannot hide itself. Salt will work secretly, while light works openly. Salt works from within, 
light from outside. Salt speaks of the indirect influence our gospel centred lives bring, while 
light pictures the direct and bold proclamation of the Christian life. Salt is largely negative. It 
can retard corruption. Light is more positive. It not only reveals what is wrong and false but 
points to what is righteous and true. So when Jesus called us Salt and Light, He is telling us 
that we were left in this world to influence it for the glory of God. We are to be salt to help 
retard the corruption in this world, and we are to be light to help dispel the confusion that is all 
around us. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:14-16, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot 
be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Jesus did not say we need 



to get a seminary degree or a college education to be the light of the world. The day we believe 
in Christ, that day we are the light of the world. We can make an eternal difference to the 
people around us. As they see the light in us, they will see the One who gives us the light. 

Our world is in deep darkness and is in a desolate situation that people know not. Darkness 
prevails, but Jesus came to dispel darkness and give us light. "Then spake Jesus again unto 
them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life." (John 8:12). He sends Jesus the great light of the world, and those 
who know Jesus are also the light of the world. “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now 
are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:” (Ephesians 5:8). Jesus has given us His 
light; He has made us light for only one purpose – to shine for Him. 

We are the light of the world. Light has the power to dispel darkness. Being all alone inside a 
dark room or inside a cave can be a scary and frightening experience. But even a tiny 
matchstick, when lit, can dispel darkness. In the darkness, everything is vague, and we see 
distorted reality. But with light, all things are revealed as they ought to be. Light gives visibility 
and gives us a sense of direction. We, the light of the world, have the answers to the chaos, 
hurt, and misery that surrounds us. We do so by letting our light shine and by pointing others 
to Christ. Are you making a difference as the light of the world? “A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden” (Mt 5:14). As you all know, even the smallest of lights chases the darkness away.  A 
city is a collection of many lights, and it shines forth even brighter. As a family of God, we let 
our light shine by being a vibrant witness with our values, good deeds, and the truth we stand 
for.  We cannot be hidden but are to be like a city set on a hill; the Christian witness should 
not be hidden. Are we fulfilling this mission? 

Jesus mentions the problem of some who hide their candle under a bushel.  Maybe those who 
hide the candle think their light is insignificant, or they are afraid to shine or are even apathetic 
to the matters of God's kingdom.  A lamp left under a bushel is hidden, and its light is wasted. 
Don't hide your light under a bushel but put it on a stand. There is no greater witness than 
God's children reflecting the light of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus wants our good works to be 
seen so that others will praise the name of our Father in heaven. May our good works be 
motivated by God's love. If the world is still in darkness, who is to be blamed - the light of the 
world. If the world is decaying, who is to be blamed - the salt of the earth. 

Let us be a catalyst for Christ as the salt of the earth and light of the world. 

Rev Mathews Abraham, Singapore 

 

 

Dear brethren, this article concludes the series on “The Beatitudes” by Rev Mathews 
Abraham. Next week, we will start a series of articles on “The Names of God” which were also 
written by Rev Mathews Abraham. The articles were originally written for Lively Hope (the 
weekly newsletter of Hope Bible-Presbyterian Church, Adelaide, Australia) and they are now 
reproduced for you with Rev Mathews’ kind permission. 

 

 



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 
Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Worship Services at 11.00 am. Do invite your friends to come to 

Church. 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have 

a blessed time of worship with us today.  

For those unable to attend Church in person, we are streaming our worship services online. To 

join our online services or for more information, please call the church manse, or email us at 

admin 'at' newlifebpc.org.uk. 

Tithes & Offerings – There is an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you 

to place your offerings in. 

Children’s Sunday School – held after Morning Service at 1:30pm. 

After-Service Fellowship – Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service. 

Please bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided. 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“But godliness with contentment is great 

gain. 

For we brought nothing into this world, and it 

is certain we can carry nothing out. 

And having food and raiment let us be 

therewith content.” 

1 Timothy 6:6-8 

This Week 

“Be not thou therefore ashamed of the 

testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: 

but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the 

gospel according to the power of God; 

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 

calling, not according to our works, but 

according to his own purpose and grace, 

which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

world began,” 

2 Timothy 1:8-9 
 

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises: 

Dear all, 

While the legal Covid restrictions having been lifted, we will continue to observe the 
following precautions:  

• We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) to 
stay home and join us at our online services. 

• Please place your offerings in the offering box when entering or exiting the church. 

• During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households. 

• While not required, the use of face covering is voluntary. Please bring your own 
face covering. 

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website 
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869). 

With the Lord’s blessing, 

John Poh & Jonathan Kim, 

Task Force Members 


