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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service – 11am
Prelude

Afternoon Service – 3pm

The Lord Is in His Holy Temple

Call to Worship

Psalm 92:1-2 & 15

Psalm 95:1-2 & 6

Opening Prayer

Pr Mok Chee Cheong
RHC 50 – “Jesus, My Lord, My
God, My All”
---

Second Hymn *

Pr Mok Chee Cheong
RHC 36 – “High in the Heavens,
Eternal God”
Psalm 5
Psalm 5 verses 1-3, 11-12

Scriptural Text

2 Peter 2:2-6

Proverbs 23:23

Pastoral Prayer

Pr Mok Chee Cheong

Pr Mok Chee Cheong

Sermon Message

A Lesson From Fallen Angels

Opening Hymn *
Responsive Reading

Closing Hymn *
Benediction/3-Fold
Amen *
Postlude

(to the tune of RHC 22 Belmont)

---

Buy The Truth
RHC 254 – “Break Thou The Bread
RHC 361 – “Jesus, Lover of My Soul”
of Life”
Pr Mok Chee Cheong

Pr Mok Chee Cheong

The Lord Bless You

---

* Congregation Stands
THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 9
Q: What is the work of creation?
A: The work of creation is God’s making all things of nothing, by the word of his power, in the space of
six days, and all very good.
Comments:
The first thing that God did in relation to us was to make the world we live in. Now, when we wish to
make anything, we require materials. Thus, to make a chair, we need wood. But God made all things of
nothing, by merely speaking the word. We are here told also of the time in which he made all things –
six days; and of the condition in which they were when made – very good.
Scriptural Reference:
Hebrews 11:3, Genesis 1:31
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SHAKING OFF SPIRITUAL LETHARGY
You can see it and feel it. Some call it a post-Covid spiritual malaise in the Church:
weariness and an exclusive focus on maintenance that leads to inertia. No doubt
we feel some of it personally too. How much energy do we have for God and
holiness? We don’t want to be superficial in our enthusiasm or activity, but when
we look deeper inside us, how much liveliness can we see in our faith these days?
Admittedly these are difficult times to be a believer. There are so many things that
leave us perplexed and disheartened, and we have so many sins in our own lives
to confess. God can seem so distant, as if he is putting us off when we try to
approach Him, or turning away from us. But we can hope even in this kind of
situation. There is a remedy for our spiritual lethargy.
According to Hugh Binning, challenging times when everything seems so much of a
struggle are exactly the circumstances where faith should be prompted to be most
active. “At such a time there ought to be all the more exercise of faith, and laying hold
of the grounds of consolation in God.”
Challenges in a strange way can even strengthen faith, and certainly they give us ample
motivation to keep seeking God until we know we have got through to him. How can we
get out of our spiritual inertia? In this updated extract from a sermon on Isaiah 64,
Binning tackles the question, When and how are we stirred up to spiritual activity?
1.

DIFFICULTIES CALL FOR STRONG FAITH

As difficulties grow, faith should fortify itself against them so much the more. The greater
the storm, the quicker faith should flee into the chambers. Faith in a calm day gets no
trial. Faith gets lazy when it does not have much to do. But without fresh and new
supplies of grace, faith cannot hold out in a temptation. It is a singular sign of a noble
and divine faith that it can lay hold on God and keep him when he makes to go away—
that can recognise the kindness of Jesus even when he acts as if he does not know us
—that can stand on the ground of the promises when there is not a foot-breadth of a
hopeful sign in the circumstances to build on.
2.

DIFFICULTIES DEMAND A SURE FAITH

The most pressing time for making sure of your part in God is a time when there is no
external advantage to beguile you, a time when the only happiness is to be one with
God. Therefore, anyone who, in time of calamities and judgments, is not awakened to
put their eternal estate out of question, is in a dangerous position.
3.

DIFFICULTIES CALL OUT A FOCUSED FAITH

The Lord loves faith in a difficulty best. Then it is the most single-hearted and focused,
and the cleanest. That is the kind which honours him most, and which most glorifies his
truth and faithfulness, and sufficiency and mercy. In this way it is most purely elevated
above created things, and pitches most fully on God. It is when people say, ‘No help for
my soul, but thou art my portion.’ God is most commended when he is set alone.
Prosperity brings him down among the creatures, and undisturbed, complacent faith
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makes little distinction. But awakening faith grips strongly and singly, and puts God
alone.
4.

DIFFICULTIES REQUIRE SPECIAL SEEKING

Often, when God is departing, “none stirreth up himself to lay hold on him.” Although
there may be plenty praying, and doing many duties, yet it is nothing beyond the
ordinary. The varieties and combinations of new reasons for supplications results
neither in greater frequency nor more fervency in our appeals to God.
5.

SEEK WITH DILIGENCE

There is very little diligence in seeking God, even when God seems to be saying farewell
to the land, and going away. Still nobody comes in as an intercessor. They keep on in
their old way of praying, and never add to it, come what may. Does anyone rise above
their ordinary ways, however high the tide of God’s dispensation rises? Instead the
impression made by God’s change of countenance should make an effect that would
be visibly seen on how his people behave. There should be such a distance between
your ordinary and such times as between sleeping and waking, that whatever access to
God you normally have, you would stir up and go beyond it according as matters call.
Will God count your public fasts a performance of this duty? Unfortunately, we fast
sleeping, and no one stirs himself up to these things! Is there any difference between
your days of humiliation and any other sabbath? And is there any difference between a
sabbath and a weekday, save the external duty?
Is not this palpably our case? Is there any wakening among us? No, complacency is the
universal disease and complaint. Do any of you pray more in private than you used to?
Or what edge is on your prayers? Alas! It seems like the Lord would readily get leave to
go away from us. I am afraid that we would give Christ a testimonial to go away
overseas. Hold him, hold him! Many would be gladly quit of him. They cannot abide his
yoke, his work is a burden, his word is a torment, his discipline is bands and cords, and
what heart can they have to keep Christ? What will you do to him to hold him still? All
your entreaties may be fair compliments, but they would never rend his garment.
6.

SEEK WITH FAITH

What the Lord Jesus is doing warns us that it is now high time to stir up faith and lay
hold on him. Will conjectures carry you through difficulties? The multitude think they
have plenty faith, but any temptation proves their mistake. The most part of Scotland
would deny God and his Son Jesus Christ, if they were put to it. This is not a time to
linger outside of your stronghold. It is only faith that unites you to Christ, so if you would
want to be kept safe in any trial, stir up faith.
7.

SEEK WITH PRAYER

Faith expresses itself in prayer. Consideration of God, and the grounds of confidence in
him, must both make prayer acceptable, and carry the stamp of Christ’s name on it.
Also it must make much prayer, for when a soul has pitched on God as its only
blessedness, and made choice of him, it finds in him all-sufficiency – all things for all
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things. There is no need, but faith finds a supply in God’s fulness for it, and therefore
faith sends us to the fountain, to draw out of the wells of salvation. Nothing can be so
sweet and refreshing as for such a soul to pour out itself every day in him, to talk with
him face to face. Faith engages the heart to come to God with all things, whereas the
complacent soul or the unsettled heart would have gone for help in as many different
ways as there are different difficulties. Faith lays hold on God, Faith knows but one God,
and brings all problems here.
And again, how can prayer be acceptable as long as faith is not its principle? It is only
like an animal groaning under a burden. Laying hold on God himself makes our duties
acceptable, because we speak and ask believing that we shall receive. We trust God
and do not tempt him. The oil of the wheels is affection, or heart-activity, but if lively faith
is not entertained there cannot be much affection. In bitterness of spirit there may be
much vehemence, but that is not a pure flame of divine love that burns upward to him.
It is soon extinguished, and lasts no longer than a fleeting emotion, and then the soul
grows harder, like iron that has been in the fire. When there is not much prayer, faith
cannot be strong and violent, for prayer is the exercise of faith. If your prayers wear out,
faith will go rusty. There may be much quietness with little prayer, but there cannot be
much, with strong and lively faith, for where faith does not get continual employment it
flags.
Prayer is a special point of holding God fast, and keeping him. Therefore join prayer
with diligence and faith, if you want to thrive in any one of them. Your unbelieving
complaints are not prayers and calling on his name, because they are not mixed with
faith.
8.

SEEK TO LAY HOLD OF GOD

If it seems that God is angry, then we must lay hold on him. We ought to hold on to a
departing Lord, by wrestling with him in supplication, and not let him depart till he
blesses. The prophet Hosea makes this application of Jacob’s victory over the angel:
“Turn ye to the Lord, and wait on him,” (Hosea 12:3-6).
When the circumstances seem to tell us, “The Lord has gone,” and when our condition
seems to say, “He is gone, or going,” then we ought to wrestle against it. Let there be
no submission to such a departing! I mean, no submission that sits down content with
it, and does not care how things will turn out.
If only you would realise that the Lord is only seeking employment, and if you would
only deal with him, you would turn both the present calamities and future calamities to
good
opportunity.
It is God himself who should be your principal target. Praying should be laying hold on
God – it should meet with himself. Most of the time, when things are going well, we are
not able to meet with God solely, because we have so much to do with created things.
We are so punctual in our dealings with created things that we cannot keep close to
God. We have so many things in our affections and thoughts, that God cannot get a
place. In the throng of our busyness God cannot get us at leisure. So we lose God by
catching at shadows.
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Well then, we are called in a time of difficulty to come in to God himself, to draw aside
the veil of ordinances so that we may have communion with God himself. And this is
right praying, when the soul gets such direct access to God, as it were, to handle him,
and see him, and taste him, to exercise its senses on him.
Ordinances have been for a long time covering his face, as he does not now much
unveil himself in the sanctuary, to let us see his glory. God has departed from preaching
and praying, so that we do not meet with God. Instead we lay hold on the shadow of an
outward ordinance, but not on God himself. Therefore, Christians, take advantage of
this time! You cannot count on always having the ordinances. Lay hold therefore on
himself who is the substance and marrow of them. You may be denuded of outward
comforts and accommodation here. Lay hold therefore on himself in much prayer. If
affliction would only blow away the cloud over his face, or scatter our idols from us, and
make us single alone with God, as Jacob was, it would be worth it.
Take hold on God by faith. If you want to make peace with God, be much in direct acts
of grasping hold of God himself in Jesus Christ. Travel continually between your own
need and something in God that corresponds to it.
CONCLUSION
It may seem counter-intuitive, but if God is warning us that he is leaving us, that itself is
a hopeful sign, because it means there is still opportunity for us to hold on to him and
hold him back. “He made as though he would have gone further. But they constrained
him, saying, Abide with us… And he went in to tarry with them” (Luke 24:28-29).
- adapted and edited article from Reformation Scotland, (Hugh Binning 1627–1653)
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Pre-Worship Prayer Meeting at 10:15 am followed by the Worship
Services at 11.00 am and 3.00 pm. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dear Worshippers, with the legal Covid restrictions lifted both Worship Services will be held in the
Church Premises.
Please continue to use face coverings in the church out of consideration for all worshippers and as per
government advice.
For those unable to attend Church in person, we will continue to stream our services online.
If you require the link to our online zoom services or have any queries, please call the church manse, or
email us at admin 'at' newlifebpc.org.uk.
Tithes & Offerings – There will be an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you to
place your offerings in.

Worship Service Collections: Last Sunday - £972.00, Maintenance
Fund: £100.00

Church Maintenance Fund
Total: £8,700.50

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week
“Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God,
that he may exalt you in due time:
Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you.”
1 Peter 5:6-7

This Week
“The name of the LORD is a
strong tower: the righteous
runneth into it, and is safe.”
Proverbs 18:10

Next Week
“Wherefore the rather,
brethren, give diligence to make
your calling and election sure:
for if ye do these things, ye shall
never fall.”
2 Peter 1:10

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises:
With the lifting of the legal Covid restrictions on 24th Feb 2022, we will be following the precautions
listed below until further notice:
• No offering collection during the worship service. Offerings can still be made at the offering
box when entering or exiting the church.
• Temperature measurements will still be taken for every worshipper and visitor. We must
urge those who feel unwell with Covid symptoms not to come to services until tested.
• During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households.
• We strongly recommend face coverings to be worn in the church out of consideration for all
worshippers and as per government advise. For young children under the age of 11, the use
of face covering is optional. Please bring your own face covering.
• From 6th March onwards, access to non-essential areas of the church (e.g. the Fellowship
Hall and kitchen) will be made available. Please bring your own lunch as Fellowship Lunch
is still suspended. Drinks will be provided.
To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869).
With the Lord’s blessing,
John Poh & Jonathan Kim,
Task Force Members
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