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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am Afternoon Service – 3pm 

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 

Call to Worship 1 Samuel 2:2 Psalm 107:1-2 

Opening Prayer John Poh John Poh 

Opening Hymn * RHC 8 – “Holy Holy Holy” 
RHC 19 – “Come, We That Love the 

Lord” 

Responsive Reading Psalm 26 --- 

Second Hymn * 
Psalm 26 verses 1-6 
(to the tune of Belmont, RHC 7) 

--- 

Scriptural Text Malachi 1 & 2 Malachi 3 & 4 

Pastoral Prayer Eld Stephen Toms Eld Stephen Toms 

Sermon Message God’s Word for the Nation God's Word for the Saints 

Closing Hymn * 
RHC 263 – “Glorious Things of Thee 

Are Spoken” 

RHC 429 – “We Have Not Known 

Thee as We Ought” 

Benediction/3-Fold 

Amen * 
Eld Stephen Toms Eld Stephen Toms 

Postlude The Lord Bless You --- 

* Congregation Stands 

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
The Lord is in His holy temple, 
The Lord is in His holy temple: 
Let all the earth keep silence, 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him - 
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. 

THE LORD BLESS YOU 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 30 

Q: How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ? 
A: The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us, and thereby uniting 

us to Christ in our effectual calling. 

Comments: 

The last answer tells us by whose agency we become possessed of salvation; this one tells us of the method 

of it. It tells us that Christ’s salvation becomes ours by union with him – that we are united to him by faith 

– and that this faith by which we commit ourselves to Christ, is the effect of the working of God’s Spirit in 

our hearts. Faith in Christ means trust in Christ, and brings about union with him. 

Scriptural Reference: 

John 15:26, 1 Corinthians 12:3, John 15:5 



WHY READING THE BIBLE LEADS TO 
CONVERSION 

INTRODUCTION 

In the right hands, the Bible is a powerful tool for bringing sinners to salvation. When the 
Holy Spirit opens our hearts to receive the truth, reading the Bible leads to conversion. A 
recent UK study which investigated the key influences that led to people coming to faith in 
Jesus has found that one of the biggest influences, second only to growing up in a Christian 
family, was reading the Bible. In fact, for younger people (aged 18-24) Bible reading is the 
single biggest influence in bringing people to follow Jesus. As the authors of the study 
comment, this should encourage us to keep making the Bible as available and accessible 
as we can. The Bible is designed and provided by God to teach us the truths about Jesus 
that we need to know for salvation, and the Spirit makes the preaching and even the reading 
of the Word effectual in conversion. In the following updated extract, David Dickson reflects 
further on the beautiful characteristics of God ’s Word. These are set out in Psalm 19, which 
opens by showing how God ’s works of creation and providence give us true and important 
but limited information about God’s greatness. The Psalm dwells on the characteristics of 
God ’s special revelation, the Bible, which make it necessary and sufficient for conversion. 

Psalm 19 is a sweet contemplation of the glory of God ’s wisdom, power, and goodness 
shining in the works of creation (v. 1-6), and of the glory of His holiness and rich grace 
shining through his Word and ordinances in His church (v. 7-10). 

GOD’S GLORY IS DISPLAYED IN CREATION AND PROVIDENCE 

Although the whole earth is full of the glory of the Lord, yet any portion of it will absorb your 
meditation when you begin to think of it. Here, the psalmist focuses his meditations on the 
heavens, and the alternation between day and night, and the light of the sun. The invisible 
things of God, even His eternal power and Godhead, and His glorious attributes of wisdom, 
goodness, and majesty, are to be seen in the works of creation. “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament sheweth his handy work” (v1). 

Yet, although His glory is shown to all, yet it is only the child of God, who has been 
illuminated by God, who can observe it. In substance the heavens declare that they are not 
their own maker, but that they are made by one, infinite, incomprehensible, omnipotent, 
everlasting, good, kind and glorious God. And the “firmament” (which I take is the region of 
the air, and the place of the stars) declares how skilfully and intricately God can adorn the 
work of His hands, and how powerfully He can put abundant glory on the creature, even 
though it has nothing in itself to make it glorious. 

THE MESSAGE OF CREATION AND PROVIDENCE IS PLAIN 

Next, the psalmist listens and hears what day and night speak. All that they say, he calls 
“knowledge” (v2). The day tells us that we live in time, that our days are numbered, that 
our days go away quickly, that time is precious, and cannot return when it is gone, and that 
as long as it lasts, it allows us to view the works of the Lord as we go about our own 
necessary labours. The night says that in ourselves we are weak, and cannot endure long 
toiling in labour; that as some little short rest is necessary to the labourer, so it is prepared 
for him, that he may lie under a curtain, and sleep a while, and so be fitted for more work; 



that he may now quietly review what he has been doing, and may commune with his heart 
and be still; and that if he does not do what he has to do in time, “the night cometh when 
no man can work.” 

There is no people nor country, but the speech of these created things speaks convincingly 
enough to them to make them inexcusable. Even if not everyone learns wisdom by them, 
yet the  “voice” of the works of creation and providence is heard everywhere in some 
measure: their line and direction has gone out “through all the earth” (verse 3-4). 

FOR SALVATION WE NEED THE BIBLE 

The next part of the psalmist’s contemplation is concerning the glory of the Lord declared 
in His Word and Scripture. This light is more necessary for our blessedness than the sun ’s 
light is for our bodies. So the psalmist extols this point of God ’s glory (far above what shines 
in the work of creation) from the perfection, efficacy, infallibility, and various other properties 
of it. 

The Bible tells us all we need for salvation 

The doctrine of life and salvation is set down to us in God ’s Word, as a “law” to us, and a 
rule of faith and obedience. It does not need to be decked with human traditions; it is 
sufficient in itself, and lacks nothing necessary to salvation.  “The law of the Lord is perfect.” 

No doctrine, no word, other than this divine truth set down in Scripture, is able to reveal 
either man ’s sin and misery, or the remedy and relief from it. No doctrine other than this 
alone can effectually humble a soul, and convert it to God, or make a soul aware of what 
loss it sustains by sin, and restore it to a better condition than was lost by sin. It is the 
property of God ’s law to  “convert souls” (v7). 

The Bible is reliable 

Anyone who hearkens to this Word can be satisfied about what is the Lord’s mind and will 
in all matters of religion, i.e., everything to do with God ’s service and our salvation. It is 
after all “the testimony of the Lord” (v7), where He sets out His will about what He approves 
and what He disallows. We understand it rightly when it is compared with itself, one part 
with another, and using other means that God has appointed. Then we may rely safely on 
it and it will not disappoint us.  “The testimony of the Lord is sure” (v7). 

The Bible is accessible 

Although there are many deep mysteries in God ’s Word, which may stretch the greatest 
intellects, yet for the points necessary for the salvation of every soul, it is so plain and clear 
that it may be understood by persons of very ordinary intellectual abilities, and it may make 
those who are otherwise dull of understanding to be “wise to salvation,” for it is a testimony 
that “makes wise the simple” (v7). 

The Bible gives us reasons to rejoice 

Nothing is commanded by God in His Word apart from what the illuminated soul must 
subscribe to, as equitable in itself, and profitable to us. “For the statutes of the Lord are 
right” (v8). Equally, consenting to and following the Lord ’s directions given to us in His Word 



is a sure means of getting comfort and joy in our conscience, “for the statutes of the Lord 
rejoice the heart” (v8). 

The Bible illuminates us 

“The commandment of the Lord is pure,” (v8), meaning that there is no mixture of error, no 
dross nor refuse, no deceit in the Lord’s word. 

Also it enlightens or “illuminates the eyes” (v8). By the Word of God we may clearly see 
ourselves blind and naked, and wretched and miserable, and also by the Word, by coming 
into the grace and mercy offered in Christ, we may see ourselves entered on the only safe 
way of salvation. By the Word of God we may see every thing in its own true colours, seeing 
virtue to be virtue, and vice to be vice and vanity. 

The Bible deserves our obedience 

The way of worshipping, fearing, and serving God, set down in His Word, is holy, and in 
substance the same in all generations, and always unalterable by man for ever (v9). 

The doctrines set down in the Word of God are all decrees of the almighty law-giver, issued 
from His own court with authority uncontrollable. All of them are true and worthy to be 
obeyed, for “the judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether” (v9). 

The Bible is infinitely enriching 

The Word of God is able to enrich you more than all the riches in the world, because it is 
able to bring you to an everlasting kingdom. God ’s judgments, being able to determine all 
necessary truths and controversies about saving truth, are  “more to be desired than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold” (v10). There is more sweet comfort and true pleasure to be found 
in the Lord ’s Word than in any pleasant thing in this world. They are  “sweeter than the 
honey and the honeycomb” (v10). 

The Bible is endlessly rewarding 

David adds this commendation of God’s Word from his own experience,  “Moreover, by 
them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward” (v11). 

As the Word of God is able to make you wise to salvation, so it is also able to make you 
wise in the way you live, not only to avoid sin, but also inconveniences as well. It warns 
you away from the snares you might fall into through imprudence. 

When we have said all we can to commend the Word of God, we are unable to say it all. 
We have to conclude with some generality, because the benefits that come from observing 
the Lord ’s statutes and commands surpass our reach. David can only conclude, “In keeping 
of them there is great reward” (v11). 

Article adapted and edited from Reformation Scotland (www.reformationscotland.org), dated 6 Oct, 
2022 



 
WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 

Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Pre-Worship Prayer Meeting at 10:15 am followed by the Worship 

Services at 11.00 am and 3.00 pm. Do invite your friends to come to Church. 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have a 

blessed time of worship with us today.  

For those unable to attend Church in person, we are streaming our worship services online. To join our 

online services or for more information, please call the church manse, or email us at admin 'at' 

newlifebpc.org.uk. 

Tithes & Offerings – There will be an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you to 

place your offerings in. 

After-Service Fellowship – Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service. Please 

bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided. 

Worship Service Collections: Last Sunday - TBC 
Church Maintenance 

Fund Total: £9,440.50 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“All things are lawful unto 

me, but all things are not 

expedient: all things are 

lawful for me, but I will not be 

brought under the power of 

any.” 

1 Corinthians 6:12 

This Week 

“Now therefore, if ye will obey my 

voice indeed, and keep my 

covenant, then ye shall be a 

peculiar treasure unto me above all 

people: for all the earth is mine: 

And ye shall be unto me a kingdom 

of priests, and an holy nation.” 

Exodus 19:5-6 

Next Week 

“But to us there is but 

one God, the Father, of 

whom are all things, and 

we in him; and one Lord 

Jesus Christ, by whom 

are all things, and we by 

him.” 

1 Corinthians 8:6 
 

 

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises: 

With the lifting of the legal Covid restrictions on 24th Feb 2022, we will continue observing the 
following precautions:  

• No offering collection during the worship service. Offerings can be made at the offering box 
when entering or exiting the church. 

• Temperature measurements will still be taken for every worshipper and visitor for the time 
being. We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) not to 
come to the church services but join us at our online services. 

• During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households. 

• As per the current government advise, we suggest you use a face covering when attending 
the services. Please bring your own face covering. 

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website 
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869). 

With the Lord’s blessing, 

John Poh & Jonathan Kim, 
Task Force Members 


