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LORD’S DAY 23 JUNE 2019
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service – 11am

Prelude
Call to Worship

Afternoon Service – 3pm

The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Acts 5:29-32

Opening Prayer *

Psalm 100
RHC 75 – “Come, Christians,
Join to Sing”
John Poh

Gloria Patri *

Glory Be to the Father

---

Responsive Reading

Psalm 13
Psalm 13

---

Opening Hymn *

Second Hymn *
Announcements & Memory
Verse
Tithes & Offerings &
Doxology *
Scriptural Text

(to the tune of Fountain, RHC 173)

RHC 67 – “Praise the Savior”
Mr Marco Reale

---

John Poh

Mr Marco Reale

RHC 420 – “I Surrender All”

---

Numbers 23

Matthew 6:1-15

Pastoral Prayer

Mr Marco Reale

Mr Marco Reale

Sermon Message

Benediction/3-Fold Amen *

The Privileges of God’s People
RHC 261 – “Blest Be the Tie That
Binds”
Mr Marco Reale

The Prayer that Pleases God
RHC 365 – “Teach Me to
Pray”
Mr Marco Reale

Postlude

The Lord Bless You

---

Closing Hymn *

* Congregation Stands
THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.
THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND MODERN
TECHNOLOGY
Adapted from Life BPC Singapore Weekly, Sunday 9th June 2019

Modern technology is proceeding at such a rapid pace that it is presenting society with more
options than we can handle. Things which were never issues before simply because they
were impossible have suddenly become issues today. One danger we face is that these
increased options may cause us to trespass into forbidden territory – To break God’s
commandments or to usurp prerogatives that belong to God alone.
All around us we hear of new developments in technology, e.g. block chain, Internet of things,
Google glass and artificial intelligence. Some scientists even believe that we are close to
discovering the secret of immortality, and those who have the means will be able to prolong
their own life indefinitely. In November 2018 a Chinese scientist claimed to have used
CRISPR gene-editing technology to create the world’s first genetically modified human babies
– twin girls named Lulu and Nana – to confer genetic resistance against the HIV virus. Soon,
parents-to-be may be able to design their own children, to choose the sex of the child that will
be born to them, as well as all the physical features such as the colour of their children’s hair
and eyes!
Christians should not accept the fruits of technology uncritically. We must keep a close watch
on the ethical issues raised by these technological advances, and not just allow ourselves to
be carried along by the tide of progress. Technology is a double-edged sword, which cuts both
ways. It can accomplish much good, but in the wrong hands it can accomplish much evil.
Nuclear technology can be used to generate enough electricity for whole cities and also to
diagnose and treat illnesses through medical radiology. But it can also be used to destroy
whole cities and incapacitate people who are exposed to radioactivity.
Thus, Christians cannot be indifferent to the changes that are now taking place in society
through technology but should reject certain unacceptable technological developments.
However, those who offer words of caution against certain trends in technology must be
prepared to be accused of being like the church in 1632 which tried and sentenced Galileo the
Italian astronomer to life imprisonment for teaching that the sun did not revolve around the
earth. This and many other similar examples are used as excuses by the world at large today,
to turn a deaf ear to the warnings given by God’s people.
On the other hand, we must not become so skeptical about modern technology as to regard it
as a worldly and sinful thing that we cannot touch at all. That would make us technophobes
like the Amish people in North America who sincerely believe that since the scriptures
command separation from the world, followers of Christ must therefore not use electricity, and
not have radios, televisions, personal computers, cars or any machines. They still use horses
and oxen for farming and oil lamps for light at night. To them, technology is part of the ungodly
system of the world which will come under God’s awful judgment.
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Biblical Perspectives on Technology
1. Technology is the outcome of God’s mandate to man. There is nothing inherently evil in
technology. It is the natural outcome of the mandate which God gave to man in Genesis
1:27,28. Man has developed science and technology in response to God’s commands to
subdue the earth and to exercise dominion over creation. Science is man’s attempt to
observe, understand, and explain the operation of the universe and its inhabitants.
Technology is the practical application of the knowledge gained by science for mankind’s
benefit, bringing portions of the universe under his control. We are stewards of all of God’s
creation, and as such we are responsible to Him for both the preservation and the
productive use of all the world’s resources to the benefit of man, and for the glory of God.
2. Technology is to be used for man’s benefit and for God’s glory. The first technological feat
recorded in the Bible was the building of the Ark (Genesis 6:14-16). This benefited not only
the human race but also all the air and land creatures that God had made. It also brought
glory to God – manifesting His mercy and grace to sinful man.
The next technological feat recorded in the Bible however, was designed solely for man’s
benefit and not for God’s glory. The Tower of Babel was built by men for the purpose of
making a name for themselves (Genesis 11:3-5). It was an attempt at self-glory and perhaps
even self-deification. Thus, it fully deserved the curse of God. The last book of the Bible tells
us that this will happen again in the time of the Antichrist. And this world leader will probably
use some aspects of modern technology for his own ends and not for God’s glory (Revelation
13:1-18).
But there is nothing wrong with a godly use of technology. In fact, some of the greatest
advances of modern technology have been pioneered by godly men whose aim was both to
benefit man and to glorify the Lord. Blaise Pascal, a Frenchman (1623-1662) who invented
the first mechanical calculator, the syringe and the hydraulic press, and discovered many
important principles of physics and mathematics, was a devout Christian who wrote this
prayer: “Almighty God, who gave your servant Blaise Pascal a great Intellect, that he might
explore the mysteries of your creation, and who kindled in his heart a love for you and a
devotion to your service: Mercifully give us your servants, according to our various callings,
gifts of excellence in body, mind, and will, and the grace to use them diligently and to your
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever.”
Modern technology is good and useful when it glorifies the Lord. And this is especially so
when it helps to promote the work of God’s kingdom on earth, e.g. in missions, biblical
archaeology, and Bible study. The ease of travel and communications which we enjoy today
have facilitated the sending and supporting of missionaries.
Perhaps the most important invention that has facilitated the Lord’s work on earth is the
invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in 1450. One of the first books to be
printed was the Bible. Everyone can now easily own a personal copy of God’s Holy Word and
distribute copies of it to others. We can also have access to good Christian literature and
articles through the printed page. And now technology has also made it possible to have all
that without having to buy shelves of voluminous books – simply by having an electronic
library and access to Christian websites.
3. Technology must never replace God as the object of our trust. Psalm 20:7 brings this out
very well: “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of
the LORD our God.”Chariots were one of the proud accomplishments of ancient
technology. As no weapon was regarded in ancient wars to be more formidable than the
chariot, many kings and generals put their fullest trust in chariots to guarantee their victory.
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But there were at least two instances when chariots proved to be useless. When Pharaoh
tried to pursue Israel with 600 chariots, he was defeated by the descending waters of the Red
Sea (Exodus 14:23-25). And when Sisera led his forces of 900 iron chariots against Israel in
the Kishon valley, he was defeated by an untimely rain and flood. In both of these instances,
Israel’s trust in the Lord proved to be the source of their victory over their superior
technologically-equipped enemies.
Therefore, we must be careful not to have a misplaced trust. Our trust should always be
placed in God who will never fail us. Technology has been known to fail countless times
because of human mistakes, and often with devastating effect. The Bhopal disaster of 1984
resulted in over 15,000 deaths from methyl isocyanate poisoning. The Chernobyl disaster in
1986 brought about a massive nuclear meltdown and hazardous exposure of thousands in
Russia to radioactivity. The Fukushima disaster in 2011 resulted in over 1,300 deaths related
to the nuclear power plant.
Modern man mistakenly thinks that he does not need God anymore because he has now
achieved a relatively high measure of security in life through technology. The fact is that
technology is not worthy of our trust because it is imperfect, and will always remain imperfect
as long as man is imperfect. There are also definite limitations to what technology can do, and
we must not be held spellbound by the illusion of omnipotence that it sometimes gives. God
alone has unlimited power.
Thus, when we are faced with any problem in life, it is most important that we seek the Lord’s
help first, above any available technological solutions, which are often very costly. It is true
that the Lord may choose to use technology to deliver us, just as He used the Ark to deliver
Noah. But without God, all the technology in the world cannot help us at all.
And let us be careful not to become addicted to technology, filling our lives with the latest
gadgets and gizmos that open up new experiences and possibilities for us. One of the
disadvantages of living in a high-tech age is to get so carried away with constant exploring of
all the wonderful things one can do with the latest upgrades, apps and inventions on the
market that we have no time left for the things of God.
It is ironical that despite all the wonderful time-saving devices of our present age that are
supposed to free us for more important things in life, people are spending less and less time
with their families and friends, and have no time for God. We are tempted to think: “Since I
have already spent so much money on this gadget, I must get my money’s worth out of it by
using it and exploiting it fully.” By doing this we unwittingly become slaves to technology.
One social critic observed that we are trapped in a “Technologically Intoxicated Zone.” He
says that people today are “softened by the comforts technology brings to our lives, fascinated
by its gadgetry, reliant on its constant companionship, addicted to its steady delivery of
entertainment, and seduced by its promises.” (John Naisbitt, High Tech High Touch).
We should always remember that modern technology is a good servant, but a terrible master.
Let us therefore make good use of technology as a tool for God’s glory, and not let it use us
and distract us away from God. Take careful heed to Colossians 3:1,2 – “If ye then be risen
with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”
- Rev Charles Seet
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 3.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
Fri 28th June, 7pm

Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony
“The Better Covenant” - Mr Gordon Dane

Sat 29th June

No Bible Study & Prayer Meeting

Next Lord’s Day

Morning Service

Afternoon Service

Preacher

Mr Charles Scott-Pearson

Mr Charles Scott-Pearson

Message

TBC

TBC

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We
do hope that you have a blessed
time of worship on this day.

LORD’S DAY DUTIES
TODAY: 23/06/2019

Chairman:
Organist:
TBC
TBC
Text
Pianist:
NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ushers:
• Sunday School: Sunday School for young children and Lunch:
toddlers will be held at 1:45pm. Please invite friends and Washing Up:
PA Crew:
family to attend.

• Church Pulpit Ministry: Pray for the Pulpit Ministry and for
the calling of Mr Mok Chee Cheong to become our resident
minister.
• Pray for the forthcoming preachers: June – Mr Marco Reale,
Mr Charles Scott-Pearson.
• Metropolitan Tabernacle School of Theology 2019: 2nd-4th
July 2019. The theme this year is “The True Dynamism of the
Local Church”. Please see Jonathan or John for more
information.
Worship Service Collections - Last Sunday: £598.95, Lunch:
£32.10
Attendance - Morning: 26 (A) 5 (C), Afternoon: 9 (A) 4 (C)

John
Anthony
Anthony
Daniel / Tom
Tom
Volunteers
Venise / Jason

NEXT WEEK: 30/06/2019
Chairman:
Organist:
Pianist:
Ushers:
Lunch:
Washing Up:
PA Crew:

Jonathan
Anthony
Matthew
Tom / Margaret
Volunteers
Volunteers
Venise / Jason

Church Maintenance Fund
Total: £5,010.50

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 70
Q: Which is the Seventh Commandment?
A: The Seventh Commandment is, THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY
Scriptural Reference:
“Thou shalt not commit adultery.” Exodus 20:14
MEMORY VERSE
Last Week
This Week
Next Week
“No man hath seen God at any
“Thou shalt also consider in
“Knowing this, that the
time. If we love one another, God
thine heart, that, as a man
trying of your faith worketh
dwelleth in us, and his love is
chasteneth his son, so the Lord
patience."
perfected in us."
thy God chasteneth thee."
James 1:3
1 John 4:12
Deuteronomy 8:5
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