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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am  

Prelude The Lord is in His Holy Temple 

Call to Worship Romans 10:9-10 

Opening Hymn * RHC 65 – “And Can It Be That I Should Gain?” 

Opening Prayer * John Poh 

Gloria Patri * Glory Be to the Father 

Responsive Reading Psalm 26 

Second Hymn * 
Psalm 26 verses 1-8 
 (to the tune of Bethlehem, RHC 15) 

Announcements & Memory 

Verse 
John Poh 

Tithes & Offerings & 

Doxology * 
RHC 262 – “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord!” 

Scriptural Text Matthew 4:1-11 

Pastoral Prayer Ps Timothy Poh 

Sermon Message Communion with God 

Closing Hymn * RHC 115 – “Constantly Abiding” 

Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Ps Timothy Poh 

Postlude The Lord Bless You 

* Congregation Stands 

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
The Lord is in His holy temple, 
The Lord is in His holy temple: 
Let all the earth keep silence, 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him - 
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. 

 
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
THE LORD BLESS YOU 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 
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WHICH LAWS APPLY? 
by R.C. Sproul 

To this day, the question of the role of the law of God in the Christian life provokes 
much debate and discussion. This is one of those points where we can learn much 
from our forebears, and John Calvin’s classic treatment of the law in his Institutes of the 
Christian Religion is particularly helpful. Calvin’s instruction comes down to us in what 
he calls the threefold use of the law with respect to its relevance to the new covenant. 

The law, in its first use, reveals the character of God, and that’s valuable to any 
believer at any time. But as the law reveals the character of God, it provides a mirror to 
reflect to us our unholiness against the ultimate standard of righteousness. In that 
regard, the law serves as a schoolmaster to drive us to Christ. And one of the reasons 
that the Reformers and the Westminster divines thought that the law remained valuable 
to the Christian was because the law constantly drives us to the gospel. This also was 
one of the uses of the law that Martin Luther most strongly emphasized. 

Second, the law functions as a restraint against sin. Now, on the one hand, the 
Reformers understood what Paul says in Romans 7 that in a sense the law prompts 
people to sin—the more of the law unregenerate people see, the more inclined they are 
to want to break it. Yet despite that tendency of the law, there still is a general salutary 
benefit for the world to have the restraints upon us that the law gives. Its warnings and 
threats restrain people from being as bad as they could be, and so civil order 
is preserved. 

Third, and most important from Calvin’s perspective, is that the law reveals to us what 
is pleasing to God. Technically speaking, Christians are not under the old covenant and 
its stipulations. Yet, at the same time, we are called to imitate Christ and to live as 
people who seek to please the living God (Eph. 5:10; Col. 1:9–12). So, although in one 
sense I’m not covenantally obligated to the law or under the curse of the law, I put that 
out the front door and I go around the back door and I say, “Oh Lord, I want to live a life 
that is pleasing to You, and like the Old Testament psalmist, I can say, ‘Oh how I love 
Thy law.’” I can meditate on the law day and night because it reveals to me what is 
pleasing to God. 

Let me give you a personal example. Several years ago, I was speaking in Rye, N.Y., 
at a conference on the holiness of God. After one of the sessions, the sponsors of the 
conference invited me to someone’s house afterward for prayer and refreshments. 
When I arrived at the house, there were about twenty-five people in the parlor praying 
to their dead relatives. To say I was shocked would be an understatement. I said, “Wait 
a minute. What is this? We’re not allowed to do this. Don’t you know that God prohibits 
this, and that it’s an abomination in His sight and it pollutes the whole land and 
provokes His judgment?” And what was their immediate response? “That’s the Old 
Testament.” I said, “Yes, but what has changed to make a practice that God regarded 
as a capital offense during one economy of redemptive history now something He 
delights in?” And they didn’t have a whole lot to say because from the New Testament 
it is evident that God is as against idolatry now as He was then. 
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Of course, as we read Scripture, we see that there are some parts of the law that no 
longer apply to new covenant believers, at least not in the same way that they did to old 
covenant believers. We make a distinction between moral laws, civil laws, and 
ceremonial laws such as the dietary laws and physical circumcision. That’s helpful 
because there’s a certain sense in which practicing some of the laws from the Old 
Testament as Christians would actually be blasphemy. Paul stresses in Galatians, for 
example, that if we were to require circumcision, we would be sinning. Now, the 
distinction between moral, civil, and ceremonial laws is helpful, but for the old covenant 
Jew, it was somewhat artificial. That’s because it was a matter of the utmost moral 
consequences whether they kept the ceremonial laws. It was a moral issue for Daniel 
and his friends not to eat as the Babylonians did (Dan. 1). But the distinction between 
the moral, civil, and ceremonial laws means that there’s a bedrock body of righteous 
laws that God gives to His covenant people that have abiding significance and 
relevance before and after the coming of Christ. 

During the period of Reformed scholasticism in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, Reformed theologians said that God legislates to Israel and to the new 
covenant church on two distinct bases: on the basis of divine natural law and on the 
basis of divine purpose. In this case, the theologians did not mean the lex naturalis, the 
law that is revealed in nature and in the conscience. By “natural law,” they meant those 
laws that are rooted and grounded in God’s own character. For God to abrogate these 
laws would be to do violence to His own person. For example, if God in the old 
covenant said, “You shall have no other gods before Me,” but now He says, “It’s OK for 
you to have other gods and to be involved in idolatry,” God would be doing violence to 
His own holy character. Statutes legislated on the basis of this natural law will be 
enforced at all times. 

On the other hand, there is legislation made on the basis of the divine purpose in 
redemption, such as the dietary laws, that when their purpose is fulfilled, God can 
abrogate without doing violence to His own character. I think that’s a helpful distinction. 
It doesn’t answer every question, but it helps us discern which laws continue so that we 
can know what is pleasing to God. 

 

 

 

(Source: https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/which-laws-apply/ First published in 
Tabletalk Magazine, 1st May 2017) 
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 

Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 3.00 pm. 

Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the 

evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church. 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK WELCOME 

Sat 27
th
 September No Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 

We extend a warm welcome to all 

worshippers this Lord’s Day. We 

do hope that you have a blessed 

time of worship on this day. 

Next Lord’s Day Morning Service Afternoon Service LORD’S DAY DUTIES 

Preacher Mr Charles Scott-Pearson Mr Charles Scott-Pearson TODAY: 22/09/2019 

Message TBC TBC Chairman: 

Organist: 

Pianist: 

Ushers: 

Lunch: 

Washing Up: 

PA Crew: 

John 

Matthew 

- 

Jonathan / Tom 

Maureen 

Volunteers 

Scott / Jason 

Text TBC TBC 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• No Sunday School today. 

• Church Pulpit Ministry: Praise God that Mok & Carol’s visa have 

been approved, God willing they will be arriving the end of 

September to take up the pulpit ministry. Please pray for them as 

they prepare to relocate to London. 

• Pray for the forthcoming preachers in September: Mr Charles 

Scott-Pearson. 

• Ligonier Ministries, London Conference: 27
th

-28
th

 September 

2019. The theme is “The Light of the World”. Please see Jonathan 

or John for more information. 

NEXT WEEK: 29/09/2019 

Chairman: 

Organist: 

Pianist: 

Ushers: 

Lunch: 

Washing Up: 

PA Crew: 

John 

Anthony 

Anthony 

Tom / Margaret 

Volunteers 

Volunteers 

Scott / Jason 

Worship Service Collections - Last Sunday: £765.50, Lunch: £38.20 

Attendance - Morning: 30 (A) 8 (C), Afternoon: 13 (A) 8 (C) 
Church Maintenance Fund 

Total: £5,710.50 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 83 

Q: Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous? 

A: Some sins, in themselves, and by reason of several aggravations, are MORE HEINOUS in the sight 

of God than others. 

Comments: 

This answer tells us that some sins are worse than others. It says that some sins are worse by reason of 

their own nature, as it is worse to sin against God than against man; and some are worse by reason of 

certain circumstances, as it is worse to sin deliberately than when hurried by passion. 

Scriptural Reference: 

Luke 12:47-48 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“I can do all things through 

Christ which strengtheneth me.” 

Philippians 4:13 

This Week 
“As for God, his way is perfect: 

the word of the Lord is tried: he 

is a buckler to all those that trust 

in him.” 

Psalm 18:30 

Next Week 
“The Lord is my light and my 

salvation; whom shall I fear? 

 the Lord is the strength of my 

life; of whom shall I be afraid.” 

Psalm 27:1 

 


