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LORD’S DAY 27 MARCH 2016
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service – 11am
Evening Service – 4pm
The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Luke 24:1-9
Romans 6:8-11
RHC 213 – “Welcome, Happy
RHC 217 – “Rejoice – the Lord
Morning”
Is King!”
John Poh
John Poh
Glory Be to the Father
--Psalm 23
--RHC 344 – “The Lord is My
--Shepherd”
John Poh

John Poh

RHC 209 – “Because He Lives”

---

John 20:5-8
Dr David Allen
John SAW; Peter SEETH; but
John SAW and believed

John 20:12-14
Dr David Allen
Angels sitting, but Jesus
Standing
RHC 212 – “Hail, Thou OnceDespised Jesus!”

RHC 203 – “He Lives”
Dr David Allen

Dr David Allen

The Lord Bless You

---

* Congregation Stands
THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.
THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

"Growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" - 2 Peter 3:18
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WHY DID JESUS WEEP FOR JERUSALEM?
Adapted from Life BP Church Singapore Weekly - 20th March 2016
As Jesus rode on an ass down the western slope of the Mount of Olives, crowds of people began to throng
the road and praise Him loudly with palm branches in their hands. All their excitement came as a result of
hearing about the great miracles He had performed. Such a rousing royal welcome is rarely given so
spontaneously. Any man receiving such public acclaim would feel intensely euphoric with joy and pride.
But this was not the case with our Lord Jesus. Instead of revelling in the glad rejoicing all around Him, He did
something quite unusual. As He gazed at the sea of happy faces in the foreground, and at the whole city of
Jerusalem in the background, He wept (Luke 19:41).
Why did Jesus give such an unusual response during His triumphal entry? Was it because He knew of all the
terrible things He was going to suffer in Jerusalem within a few days’ time? No. From the words that He spoke
as He wept we learn of at least three reasons for His weeping.
1. His desire for the peace of Jerusalem
Jesus said, “If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace!
but now they are hid from thine eyes.”(Luke 19:42) Jerusalem had rejected Him and therefore it missed its
opportunity for peace. But Jerusalem was supposed to be the city of peace. King David had made it the
capital of Israel because of its excellent location. It was located on the border between the tribal territories of
Benjamin and Judah. Since his predecessor, King Saul, had been from the tribe of Benjamin while David
himself was from the tribe of Judah, there would be resentment that Judah had usurped the royal rights from
Benjamin. Jerusalem’s location right on the border between them would therefore help to bring peace and
reconciliation between the two rival tribes.
Furthermore, the city was located high on top of a mountain ridge and was blessed with its own sources of
water from several good springs. This made it a natural fortress and all who dwell in it should feel secure and
be able to enjoy much peace. That is one reason why it was named, “Jerusalem” which means, ‘The City of
Peace.’
But history has shown that Jerusalem has not been a city of peace even until now. In its turbulent history
spanning 3,500 years, it has seen very little peace. At least 118 major conflicts have taken place over it.
Rivers of blood have been shed to take control of it. It has been besieged no less than 32 times. It has been
attacked and plundered by the Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks, Romans, Seljuk Turks, Crusaders, and finally
by the Ottoman Turks. And even after Israel regained possession of Jerusalem in 1967, it has become a
terrible bone of contention between the militant Palestinians and the Jews. It is no wonder that some have
called Jerusalem “the most contested piece of real estate on Earth.”
Jerusalem has become a city of weeping – it has caused more weeping than any other city in the world. Just
after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC Jeremiah wrote, “Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a
fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!
Thus, during His triumphal entry Jesus wept with Jeremiah and all the prophets who loved Jerusalem. He
shed tears of sympathy with many who had been longing for its peace. He felt the anguish of its inhabitants
and of the nation of Israel. And since Jesus was a Jew, He naturally felt burdened that His own people should
be blessed with peace in this world and the next.
As our Lord and Saviour today, Jesus desires us who are His people to be blessed with the peace that
passes all understanding. He said, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth,
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” (John 14:27).
We can be assured that He weeps with us whenever we are troubled and bereft of peace. He weeps with us
in all our grief and sorrow. The tears He shed on earth remind us that our Saviour understands our feelings
very well. He knows our pain when we lose a loved one or when trials and disappointments beset us.
His tears must also remind those who are still unsaved not to forsake the opportunity for peace with God that
Jesus came to bestow. As the Prince of Peace, Jesus alone can bring sinners into a permanent state of
peace with God (Romans 5:1). He has given them many opportunities to possess this blessed peace. And yet
strangely, many choose to forsake that opportunity or to despise it altogether.
The Jews could have enjoyed such blessed peace but they missed their opportunity. As John 1:11 says, “He
came unto His own, and His own received Him not.” Because they received Him not, the things that belong to
their peace are hid from their eyes. This speaks of the spiritual blindness of Israel to the Gospel. It explains
why the vast majority of Jews have responded to it with unbelief. But we look forward to the day when they
will‘look upon Him whom they have pierced and mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only Son’ (Zechariah
12:10).
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2. His knowledge of the punishment of Jerusalem
Jesus said, “For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and
compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side…” (Luke 19:43) As He gazed upon the city He saw the
impressive state it was in then. But He also foresaw the awful state it would be in 40 years later when the
Romans destroyed it. When Jesus and His disciples beheld the city of Jerusalem again from the Mount of
Olives two days later, He provided more details about its coming destruction in His Olivet discourse (Luke
21:20-24).
All that Jesus said was fulfilled in the year AD 70. In response to a Jewish rebellion, Titus, a Roman General
and son of Emperor Vespasian, captured the city of Jerusalem and razed it to the ground. This destruction
was so complete that all that remained of the glorious Temple was a wall. Today it is known as the ‘Wailing
Wall’ because many Jews have gone there to weep and wail over the destruction of their beloved city and of
their Holy Temple. That destruction eliminated the Jewish nation for almost two thousand years and scattered
the Jews throughout the whole world.
Why was Jerusalem punished so severely? It was because of their sins against God. Although the Lord had
given the Jews the Law and sent prophets to them, they did not obey Him and seek after Him as a nation.
Israel was a barren nation – lacking in the fruits of righteousness that the Lord expected to receive from it.
The chief rulers of Israel loved the praise of men more than the praise of God (John 12:43). On the day after
His triumphal entry Jesus had to cleanse the Holy Temple because it had become like a den of thieves. This
shows the deep level of corruption that infected the religious leadership of that time (Luke 19:45). The city
was filled with sin.
But all these sins were not as great as the sin of rejecting their Messiah. Jesus said, “And shall lay thee even
with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another;
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.” (Luke 19:44) The ultimate cause of Jerusalem’s
destruction was its failure to recognize the time of its visitation. When God the Son came to His own people
they refused to receive Him. It was not that they were ignorant of His visitation. His miracles had shown this
clearly to them. But they deliberately refused to recognize Him as their God.
A few days later their cheers of “Hosanna! Hosanna!” turned into jeers of“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” They
seemed to welcome Him outwardly, but inwardly they refused to accept Him as God who had come to visit
them. This sin of wilful unbelief is unlike any other sin. Just as it brought about the total destruction of
Jerusalem in AD 70, it will bring about the eternal destruction of many unbelievers in the fires of Hell.
In the same way that Jesus wept over the impending destruction of Jerusalem, He also weeps over the
impending destruction of souls due to their unbelief. He takes no delight in the death of sinners. “As I live,
saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and
live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11) Dear Reader,
if you have not been saved yet, will you repent of your unbelief and ask Jesus to save you now?
3. His love for the people of Jerusalem
When Jesus wept for Jerusalem He called its people ‘children.’ This reveals His fatherly compassion for them.
It shows the loving heart of our Saviour in all its triumphal glory. The tears that Jesus shed for the people of
Jerusalem were not merely tears of grief over their lack of peace and over their sins of unbelief. They were
also tears of divine love!
This love was expressed more intensively two days later: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” (Matthew 23:37) Despite all their
sins, He longed to gather them like a mother hen so that they would find rest and peace in Him. The words
‘how often’ show that He had sought to gather them under His wings many times, but they would not respond.
The tears that Jesus shed for Jerusalem truly reveal a love that never ceases to seek earnestly after the
welfare and salvation of His own people. Dear Reader, perhaps Jesus is weeping for you now with a love that
is just as great as this. Have you been unwilling to heed His many calls to renew your first love for Him? Have
you refused to respond to the many tender appeals He has been giving you through His Word?
Let His love draw you back to Him now. Let it give you a new resolve to walk with Him each day and to serve
Him and others with love until the day when Jesus makes His final triumphal entry to earth to receive us and
to gather us under His wings.
Rev Charles Seet
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
Weds 30th Mar

7pm

Mid-Week Outreach Bible Study

Sat 2nd April

4pm

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Study of Calvin's Institute

Next Lord’s Day

Morning Service

Evening Service

Preacher

Dr Palmer Robertson

Dr Palmer Robertson

Message

TBC

TBC

•

•
•
•
•
•

We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We
do hope that you have a blessed
time of worship on this day.

LORD’S DAY DUTIES
TODAY: 27/03/2016

John
Chairman:
Anthony
Organist:
Matthew
Pianist:
Pre-lunch Bible Study: This week, Dr Martin will continue with the Ushers:
Tom / Joel
study on “Building Firm Foundations”.
Sunday School: Rachael / Keene
/ Hannah
Pray for those who are sick: Douglas, Barbara, Prema, Margaret, May
Hannah
Chew, Constance, Deborah, Pastor & Mrs Ki, Dr Carl Martin, Dr Lunch:
Volunteers
Scott-Pearson, Dr David Allen, Nina, Helen, Eld Chew's mother, Washing Up:
Scott
Shirley, Daniel, Dr Tow, Matthew, Jonathan’s father, Toby, Anthony, PA Crew:
Bethany, Jonathan, Magdalene, Meredith.
Pray for those seeking employment: Yetta, Nana, Keene.
NEXT WEEK: 03/04/2016
Pray for those on travels this week: Prema, Jiak Eng, Constance.
Jonathan
Pulpit Ministry: Pray for Dr Martin as he serves as the minister and as Chairman:
Anthony
Organist:
he continues his PhD studies.
Keene
Saturday Bible Study: Dr Martin will be starting a series on Calvin's Pianist:
Tom / Evelyn
Ushers:
Institute. Books can be purchased from John or Jonathan for £7.
Psalter: Hannah is organising the purchase of a Psalter with music Sunday School: Rachael / Keene
/ Hannah
scores, please speak to her if you wish to purchase one - they are £15
Volunteers
Lunch:
each.
Volunteers
Washing Up:
Worship Service Collections – Last Sunday: £660.00
Scott
PA Crew:
Attendance - Morning: 27 (A) 6 (C), Evening: 16 (A) 3 (C)

Text

•

WELCOME

TBC
TBC
NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 7
Q: What are the decrees of God?
A: The decrees of God and his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own
glory, he hath fore-ordained whatsoever comes to pass.
Comments:
The decrees of God are his purposes, or what he has from eternity determined to do. And this answer tells us
that God has so appointed everything that comes to pass. Nothing happens by chance. Everything is arranged
upon a plan, and that plan is the plan of God. He makes all things work together for good to them that love
him, and for evil to them that hate him.
Scriptural Reference:
Isaiah 40:13, 14, Romans 8:28, Matthew 10:29

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week
“For if, when we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, being reconciled,
we shall be saved by his life."
Roman 5:10

This Week
“Let us hold fast the profession of
our faith without wavering; (for
he is faithful that promised)."
Hebrews 10:23
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Next Week
“Whosoever shall confess that
Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God."
1 John 4:15

