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Prelude
Call to Worship
Opening Hymn *
Opening Prayer *
Gloria Patri *
Apostles' Creed *
Responsive Reading
Second Hymn *
Announcements&
Memory Verse
Tithes & Offerings &
Doxology *
Scriptural Text
Pastoral Prayer

LORD’S DAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2016
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service – 11am
Evening Service – 4pm
The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Psalm 96:1-4
Psalm 92:1-4
RHC 29 – “I Sing the Mighty
RHC 74 – “For the Beauty of the
Power of God”
Earth”
John Poh
Joel Benjamin
Glory Be to the Father
--Apostles' Creed
--Psalm 31
--Psalm 31
verses 1-6
--(to the tune of All Saints, RHC 562)
John Poh

Joel Benjamin

RHC 359 – “My Faith Looks Up
to Thee”

---

Sermon Message

The Mission of God

Closing Hymn *

RHC 449 – “From Greenland's
Icy Mountains”

John 20:1-10
Dr Carl Martin
It's Sunday Morning, Where Is
Jesus?
RHC 263 – “Glorious Things of
Thee are Spoken”

Dr Carl Martin

Dr Carl Martin

The Lord Bless You

---

Benediction/3-Fold
Amen *
Postlude

Malachi 1:11-14

Dr Carl Martin

* Congregation Stands
THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.
THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

"Growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" - 2 Peter 3:18
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THE GOSPEL, THE HOPE OF MANKIND (PART 11)
Adapted from Weekly Lively Hope Newsletter, Sunday 5th June 2016

When we think about Christianity and culture, we cannot but consider a very unique position of
Biblical understanding of the world. C. S. Lewis argues in his essay “Some Thoughts,” that the
Christian faith is highly distinctive among religions and worldviews for being both “world-affirming”
and “world-denying” at the same time. At the heart of the Christian faith, he writes, is the “undying
paradox” of its “blessedly two-edged character” (Renaissance, Kindle 998). For example, the
worldview of Buddhism begins with the view that all life is suffering. Everyone is subject to the
traumas of birth, sickness, decrepitude, and death. It teaches that the cause of suffering is desire specifically the desire of the body and the desire for personal fulfillment. It says that happiness can
be achieved only if these desires are overcome, and this requires following the “eight-fold path,”
which I will not elaborate on here. By following this path the Buddhist aims to attain nirvana, a
condition beyond the limits of mind and feelings, a state of bliss. Thus, the goal of this religion is to
achieve total and absolute detachment from everything. As long as we are attached to this world, we
cannot but be unhappy. In a way, some Christian sects seem to promote fundamentally the same
thoughts as Buddhism. For example, Gnosticism, Ebionism, or Docetism, have denied the two
natures of Jesus Christ. One common reason behind these sects is that the world is only evil and
material is bad. If material is bad, how could the innocent Savior come into this world in the flesh?
Flesh is of material! Platonism is not too far away from this same thought.
Contrary to such thoughts, the apostle John says in 1 John 4:2a, “And every spirit that confesseth
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist . . . .” It is
true that the Bible is against the flesh as Romans 8:8, “So then they that are in the flesh cannot
please God.” However, we ought to know the difference between the body as flesh and the sinful
nature as flesh. What is condemned is not the physical body but the sinful nature. In fact, we are
encouraged not to yield our bodies to sin but unto God as instruments of righteousness unto Him
(Romans 6:12-13). A most striking evidence that there is a high degree of sanctity in human beings
even after the Fall of Adam is found in the prohibition of murder in Genesis 9:6, which says, “Whoso
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.”
Though man experiences his inner corruption and outer limitations (in terms of life spans), he is a
being with the image of God. His body is not to be harmed because of the image of God in him.
1 Timothy 4:1-5 says, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy;
having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain
from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and
know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with
thanksgiving: 5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.” First, there is a caution against
the end time apostasy in verse 1. Second, in particular, there are two things mentioned related to our
bodies: marriage and food. There were some heretics in early churches teaching that marriage was
evil and certain foods were bad. Third, Paul made rebuttals to such heretical claims in verses 3b-4,
by saying that it was God who created them all, thus the believers of God ought to receive them with
thanksgiving, and every creature was good because it was God who created them all. I am not
talking about all these matters from the pre-Fall worldview but the post-Fall (even New Testament
era, post-crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension) worldview. Whether we eat or drink, or whatever
we do (in and with our bodies), we ought to do all things to the glory of God.
This thought must lead us to the Lord’s high priestly prayer in John 17. In particular, Jesus prayed in
verse 15, “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of this world, but that thou shouldest keep
them from the evil.” In other words, the Lord does not see the world as an object to be detached
from the believers but to be rescued. Though they ought not to love the world in such a way that
their heart and love must be given up for it at the expense of the foremost important commandment
of the Lord, they can be this-worldly without being worldly. The Lord exhorts His disciples to be the
salt of the earth and the light of the world. It is their duty to shine their light before men, so that they
may glorify their Father in heaven.
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Christians have been shuttling between two extreme views of their relationship with the world. One
extreme view argues that they ought to be identified with the world in order to make changes and to
deliver the world to God. It may even argue that they should not be afraid of being worldly. Thus,
they should use the same philosophies, strategies, means and instruments that the world uses for
their church ministries and their own lives. Another extreme view argues that they ought to avoid any
possible contact with the world. Thus, they prefer a more isolated and separated life to a more
involved and contactable life with the world. The monastery movement may be a part of this practice
- there have been lots of Christian hermits living in the wilderness. One group becomes a friend of
the world, while the other has contempt and disdain for the world. One group equates modernity with
the decline of the church, while the other group disagrees with this.
Having considered all of such complicated thoughts, internal conflicts, and confusion, I would not say
that all of our critical thoughts on secularization of Christian churches, worldly culture, and decline of
Christian churches, have produced only negative and ill results. One of the great secrets that
Christian truth has, or rather the Gospel has, is none other than offering opportunities to the
believers to examine what they are doing, even to being very critical of themselves, and to turn
around (or to repent of) from their wrongs and to make needed changes and corrections. When they
come back from their unbelief and unspiritual life with the help of the Spirit of God, they can
understand their problems and turn around from their wrong doings and failures. In history, when the
churches were affluent, they became worldlier than other times. When they suffered, they were
inclined to come to God with repentant heart and were restored. The same things happened during
the time of the Judges.
The reason that the Gospel is the hope of mankind is that it offers countless opportunities to men
and women (both inside and outside of Christian churches) to repent. The beauty of the Gospel not
only lies in the blessed hope of eternal life and heaven but also in the initial condemnation of sins.
There is no way that the Gospel condones sin as if it were a matter of no concern. The Gospel
cannot ignore and evade the presence of sin in the hearts of mankind. The Gospel lets them see the
records of their own sins. It is no wonder that the first message from our loving Lord was to repent
for the kingdom of God was at hand. The whole world, including believers, has seen the depravity
and corruption of Christian churches for a very long time, even to the extent that there is sentiment in
the world that religions are evil. The Gospel is not needed only for our salvation and justification but
also for our sanctification. As we look at this evil and darkened world, we must see our own
darkened hearts. The world cannot but be dark, because of ignorance of the Gospel. But, how about
us and our Christian churches and their culture? We need the Gospel light for sure. We need to be
restored from spiritual imbalance between faith and life, or between church and the world. I’ll
continue. . . .
- Rev Timothy Ki
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
Weds 28th Sept 7pm

Mid-Week Outreach Bible Study

Sat 1st Oct

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting

4pm

Next Lord’s Day

Morning Service

Evening Service

Preacher

Dr Carl Martin
When God’s Blessings
Expire

Dr Carl Martin

Message

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We
do hope that you have a blessed
time of worship on this day.

LORD’S DAY DUTIES
TODAY: 25/09/2016

Meeting Jesus

Chairman:
John / Joel
Organist:
Anthony
Malachi 2:1-10
John 20:11-18
Text
Pianist:
Anthony
Ushers:
Tom / Margaret
NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday School: Hannah/Rachael
Maureen
• Pre-lunch Bible Study: This week, Dr Martin will continue with the Lunch:
Volunteers
study on “Building Firm Foundations”.
Washing Up:
Scott
PA
Crew:
• Basic Bible Knowledge Class, 2.30pm: Dr Martin will continue the
series of studies aimed at those wishing to become church members.
NEXT WEEK: 02/10/2016
• 7 Laws of the Teacher, 5:30pm: Dr Martin will continue the series of
studies after evening service.
Jonathan/Keene
• Pulpit Ministry: Pray for Dr Martin as he serves as the minister and Chairman:
Organist:
Anthony
for the continuation of his PhD studies.
Pianist:
Matthew
• Ladies Fellowship: This will be held after lunch today.
Tom / Evelyn
• Protestant Alliance AGM, Saturday 1st October 2016, 1:30pm: This Ushers:
Hannah/Rachael
Sunday
School:
will be held at the Westminster Baptist Church, London.
Volunteers
Lunch:
Volunteers
Washing
Up:
Worship Service Collections – Last Sunday: £917.23
Scott
PA Crew:
Attendance - Morning: 41 (A) 13 (C), Evening: 20 (A) 7 (C)

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 33
Q: What is justification?
A: Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous
in his sight, only for the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST imputed to us, and received by faith alone.
Comments:
Justification means pronouncing a person righteous; it is the opposite of condemnation. It is said to be an act,
because it is done at once; and an act of God’s free grace, because we can do nothing of ourselves to deserve
it. It consists of two parts – pardon and acceptance; and we are taught also that the cause of it is not our own
goodness, but Christ’s, and that Christ’s righteousness becomes ours through faith.
Scriptural Reference:
Romans 3:24, Ephesians 1:7, Romans 5:19, Galatians 2:16

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week
“Behold, the Lord's hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it
cannot hear:"
Isaiah 59:1

This Week
“In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust;
let me never be ashamed: deliver
me in thy righteousness."
Psalm 31:1
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Next Week
“The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge: but fools
despise wisdom and instruction."
Proverbs 1:7

