
- 1 - 

  

 

 

 

NEW LIFE 
BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
44 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6NN Charity No. 1060655 

Tel: 020 7328 0869 (Manse) 

Email: newlifebplondon @ yahoo.co.uk Website: www.newlifebpc.org.uk 

Resident Minister: Rev Timothy Ki Email: pastor @ newlifebpc.org.uk 

“For the Word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev 1:9) 

Vol. 19 No. 25 LORD’S DAY 21 JUNE 2015 

 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am Evening Service – 4pm 

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 

Call to Worship Isaiah 26:1-4 2 Samuel 22:50-51 

Opening Hymn * RHC 40 – “God the Omnipotent” 
RHC 96 – “He Keeps Me 

Singing” 

Opening Prayer * Jonathan Kim Jonathan Kim 

Gloria Patri * Glory Be to the Father --- 

Responsive Reading Psalm 119: 105-120 --- 

Second Hymn * 
RHC 255 – “Thy Word Have I 

Hid in my Heart” 
--- 

Announcements & 

Memory Verse 
Jonathan Kim Jonathan Kim 

Tithes & Offerings & 

Doxology * 
RHC 331 – “The Haven of Rest” --- 

Scriptural Text James 1 James 1 

Pastoral Prayer Rev Mark Biddle Rev Mark Biddle 

Sermon Message Dealing with Trials - Part 1 Dealing with Trials - Part 2 

Closing Hymn * 
RHC 401 – “Yield Not to 

Temptation” 

RHC 61 – “O For a Thousand 

Tongues” 

Benediction/3-Fold 

Amen * 
Rev Mark Biddle Rev Mark Biddle 

Postlude The Lord Bless You --- 

* Congregation Stands 

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
The Lord is in His holy temple, 
The Lord is in His holy temple: 
Let all the earth keep silence, 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him - 
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. 

 
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
THE LORD BLESS YOU 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

Church Theme 2015 – “Build a God-Honouring Family” – Joshua 24:15b 
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From the pastor’s heart… 

THOUGHTS ABOUT DEMOCRATIC INDIVIDUALISM 
Adapted from Weekly Lively Hope Newsletter, Sunday 14th June 2015 

Read the following verse and see if we can produce any message out of it. Judges 18:7, “Then 
the five men departed, and came to Laish, and saw the people that were therein, how they dwelt 
careless, after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there was no magistrate in 
the land, that might put them to shame in any thing; and they were far from the Zidonians, and 
had no business with any man.” It seems to be a plain text about a simple description of a city 
called Laish. The background of this passage goes all the way back to the days of the judges. 
The tribe of the Danites was still looking for its settlement and sent five spies to search for a 
land. They came to mount Ephraim and to the house of Micah where a Levite was hired to be a 
household priest, who gave the spies counsel in verse 6. Subsequently, the spies came to Laish 
where life appeared to be easy and peaceful. Suppose that we are Bible students. What kind of 
lesson can we learn from such a passage? Many years ago, I read a message preached by 
Martyn Lloyd Jones from this verse (18:7), and I thought his message was extremely well 
prepared and relevant to modern day Christians. Let me share some of my thoughts from the 
passage with you. 

A few weeks ago, I wrote an article about the Church of Christ as a body with many members. 
What I am going to write today is a continuation of that thought. First of all, let us consider a few 
characteristics of people found from Judges 18:7. (1) They dwelt carelessly. Other translations 
commonly point out that it was a life in safety and security. (2) Their lifestyle was after the 
manner of the Zidonians. Sidon was secured by the sea and fortification. Therefore, they did not 
have to worry about any danger of wars, and even if there were impending dangers, they were 
confident that they could easily defend themselves. They focused on their own things and needs 
only. (3) They lived safe and secure. They lived in peace and were undisturbed. It was a real 
blessing that they did not have to live a life under threats. They also felt safe and had confidence 
in life. (4) There was no ruler over them. Thus, they were self-reliant and self-determining 
people. The NIV reads as “since their land lacked nothing, they were prosperous.” It is not a 
literal translation. It gives off the nuance of the sentence. The ESV says, “lacking nothing that is 
in the earth and possessing wealth.” The Septuagint reads it as “there is no one perverting or 
shaming a matter in the land, no heir extorting treasures.” The RSV reads it as “lacking nothing 
that is in the earth, and possessing wealth.” Whatever the ideas of the verse might be, what we 
can see is that the people in Laish were independent, self-reliant, and financially secure people. 
They were self-determining people. (5) They lived far from Zidonians. It is an indication that they 
were in a sense, exclusive people. They had their own castle in which they enjoyed quietness of 
life. (6) They did not have any business with any man. It means that they were self-sufficient. 
They did not have to ask anyone for anything. It also means that they did not care about their 
neighbors. They were able and intelligent people. Having considered all of these characteristics 
of their life or lifestyle, we cannot but say that they had all things they needed. Their life was 
pleasant and self-serving. They had everything they could possibly desire to have in life. 
However, we all must know that it was not the end of the story. Their end turned out to be utterly 
miserable and tragic. Their end was a kind of tragic failure. Everything they seemed to enjoy 
became instruments of their destruction. The Danites invaded their territory. The town of Laish 
was easily captured. In fact, it was captured with extreme ease. Its inhabitants might have 
thought that living alone, being far away from everyone including Sidon, was a good thing. They 
did not want to be disturbed by anyone. Well, when they were invaded, no one came to their 
rescue, either. When they thought everything was okay, a mighty enemy force came upon them 
and destroyed them. One thing was very sure. When they realized they were in danger, it was 
too late. As they did not have anything to do with others, so they received the same treatment in 
return. Their self-serving life was a hindrance to their survival. 
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Second, all the points we have observed so far are relevant to believers living today. (1) Modern 
day Christians are inclined to live a life of democratic individualism, which is not much different 
from the life of the people in Laish. (a) By definition, democracy means “a state of  
society characterized by formal equality of rights and privileges.” Thus, the members of a 
community or a society enjoy equal rights and privileges. In principle, it is good. All members in 
Hope church must have equal rights and privileges. However, there are two additional thoughts 
added to such a notion of democracy. They are: duties and higher thoughts of God (His Word). 
Members of any democratic society must share the burdens of work. They have duties. Yes, the 
believers of Jesus Christ do have duties. Surprised? Why? Haven’t we known it? When some 
members of the one body of Christ do not fulfill their duties, the other members must bear more 
burdens of labors. When I neglect my duties, someone else has to do extra work for me. Too 
many believers are enjoying free rides without doing their duties. And also the thoughts of God, 
the principles of God’s Word must precede to the thoughts of the members of Christ’s body. 
Democracy in the Lord’s business must not lead us to do what we like or even what we think 
right. We have equal rights and privileges to do what God wants us to do. In other words, 
democracy in the Christian church has to be led by the precepts of God, not by the thoughts and 
desires of man. (b) Individualism is defined as “a social theory advocating the liberty, rights, or 
independent action of the individual,” “the principle or habit of or belief in independent thought or 
action,” or the pursuit of the individual rather than common or collective interests; egoism.” Such 
definitions of individualism bring spiritual conflicts with the meaning of the Church, which is the 
body of Christ. It is because each member is to exist for the body. Apart from the body, 
members cannot survive. In return, members will be benefitted from the body. Members cannot 
exist apart from the body. 

Some professing believers have misunderstood that they can keep and maintain spiritual growth 
and fervency independently from the rest of the body. However, it is a misunderstanding. 
Believers are all interconnected spiritually in Christ. We need each other. It rejects any egoistic, 
selfish, and individualistic brand of Christianity. We help and serve one another. Let me illustrate 
the point. Some Christians are not interested in missions. They think that missionary work is for 
someone else, and they really don’t care. They hope that someone else will do the work well. 
However, the un-evangelized world is not someone else’s world, but the world in which all of us 
live together. We have heard news about legalization of gay marriages so much in recent times. 
We think that such an issue does not have anything to do with us, except a bit of sadness. We 
do not know that such a change will affect our families and church sooner or later. After this 
issue, there will be tons of other issues to come, including euthanasia or legalized use of 
marijuana. As we know, abortion is not even an issue any more in our society. Teenage 
pregnancy and divorce issues are treated like just ordinary matters. Liberal churches have 
instilled false teachings in the minds of professing believers. Some believers think that such a 
problem is not theirs, as long as they are okay at the moment by being alone and by staying 
away from everybody. However, that is wrong. The impact coming from such problems will affect 
and influence our children and families. My pleas to all Hopefuls to build up a Bible believing and 
faithful church is not for me, but for all of us, the body of Christ. We cannot survive by being 
alone. We are not meant to be alone. We are to be a part of the body. Are you people like the 
ones in Laish? Democratic individualism will disintegrate the local congregations. Just consider 
the following questions: “What have I done for fellow believers?” “What have I done for the body 
of Christ?” “Am I together with other members of the same body?” Or, am I constantly crying out, 
“Leave me alone. Do not bother me. I am okay though I am alone!” 

Lovingly, 

Your Pastor 
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 

 

Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm. 

Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the 

evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church. 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK WELCOME 

Fri 26 June 7pm 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony 

"Daniel 7 - The Four Wild Beasts" - Mr Paul Toms 
We extend a warm welcome to all 

worshippers this Lord’s Day. We 

do hope that you have a blessed 

time of worship on this day. Sat 27 June 4pm 
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 

Study on the Life of Joseph 

Next Lord’s Day Morning Service Evening Service LORD’S DAY DUTIES 

Preacher Mr Gavin Fernandez Mr Gavin Fernandez TODAY: 21/06/2015 

Message 
Learning to Lay hold of 

What is Important 

There is no One Like 

Him - Observations from 

the Queen of Sheba Chairman: 

Organist: 

Pianist: 

Ushers: 

Sunday School: 

Lunch: 

Washing Up: 

PA Crew: 

Jonathan 

Anthony 

Keene 

Daniel / Yetta 

Keene / Rachael 

Tom 

Volunteers 

Scott 

Text Mark 5:21-34 1 Kings 10 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• No Pre-lunch Bible Study 

• Pray for those who are sick: Douglas, Barbara, Prema, Margaret, 

May Chew, Constance, Deborah, Pastor & Mrs Ki, Susan, Dr 

Carl Martin, Dr Scott-Pearson, Nina, Helen, Eld Chew's mother, 

Hannah, Shirley, Daniel, Dr Tow, Jonathan’s father, Sarah, 

Matthew, Magdalene, John, Sharon, Toby, Ellie. 

• Pray for expecting mothers: Sharon, Magdalene, Helen. 

• Pray for those seeking employment: Yetta, Nana. 

• Pray for those on travel: Dr Martin, Sarah, Matthew. 

• Pulpit Ministry: Pray for Dr Martin as he serves as the interim 

minister. 

• Metropolitan Tabernacle School of Theology: 7th-9th July 

2015. Theme - "Pathway to Power". 

• The Church Task Force wishes all Fathers a "Blessed Fathers' 

Day". 

NEXT WEEK: 28/06/2015 

Chairman: 

Organist: 

Pianist: 

Ushers: 

Sunday School: 

Lunch: 

Washing Up: 

PA Crew: 

John 

Keene 

Anthony 

Tom / Margaret 

Keene / Rachael 

Jonathan 

Volunteers 

Scott 
Worship Service Collections – Last Sunday: £944.40, Lunch: £37.00 

Attendance - Morning: 27 (A) 7 (C), Evening: 17 (A) 4 (C) 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 73 

Q: What is the Eighth Commandment?  

A: The Eight Commandment is, THOU SHALT NOT STEAL. 

Scriptural Reference: 

Exodus 20:15 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“All things were made by him; 

and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. 

In him was life; and the life was 

the light of men.” 

John 1:3-4 

This Week 

“And Jesus said unto them, I am 

the bread of life: he that cometh 

to me shall never hunger; and 

he that believeth on me shall 

never thirst.” 

John 6:35 

Next Week 

“Then spake Jesus again unto 

them, saying, I am the light of 

the world: he that followeth me 

shall not walk in darkness, but 

shall have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 


