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Prelude
Call to Worship
Opening Hymn *
Opening Prayer *
Gloria Patri *
Responsive Reading
Second Hymn *
Announcements &
Memory Verse
Tithes & Offerings &
Doxology *
Scriptural Text
Pastoral Prayer

LORD’S DAY 20 DECEMBER 2015
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service – 11am
Evening Service – 4pm
The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Psalm 105:1-4
Psalm 34:1-3
RHC 163 – “Angels, from the
RHC 165 – “Thou Didst Leave
Realms of Glory”
Thy Throne”
John Poh
John Poh
Glory Be to the Father
--Psalm 142
--Psalm 142 verses 1-8
--(to the tune of Vox Dilecti, RHC 298)

John Poh

John Poh

RHC 145 – “Come, Thou LongExpected Jesus”
1 Samuel 16:1-23
Rev Lim Chee Boon

---

Sermon Message

A King After God’s Own Heart

Closing Hymn *

RHC 377 – “More Like the
Master”

1 Samuel 16:1-13
Rev Lim Chee Boon
God’s Sovereignty in Choosing
David
RHC 7 – “God Moves in a
Mysterious Way”

Rev Lim Chee Boon

Rev Lim Chee Boon

The Lord Bless You

---

Benediction/3-Fold
Amen *
Postlude
* Congregation Stands

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.
THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Church Theme 2015 – “Build a God-Honouring Family” – Joshua 24:15b
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FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART…….

GREAT SCHISM
We, Protestant believers, are not familiar with certain parts of church history, especially about
Eastern Orthodox churches. Because of Reformation history in the 16th century, we have
sporadically studied about the Church of Rome and Papacy, but we have not had opportunities to
learn about Eastern Orthodox Churches (largely, I am talking about Greek, Russian, and all other
churches known as Orthodox churches). Though the forms of worship in Eastern Orthodox churches
are not really much different from the Church of Rome, we have very little knowledge of Orthodox
churches. The main reason is because these two branches of Christian churches were formerly
divided in 1054, which has been known as Great Schism, or the East-West Schism. This breakup
was a result of gradual deterioration of the relationships between the two parties. They had conflicts,
could not resolve them peaceably, and ended up in schism.
We should not say that they should be blamed for conflicts. It is because we cannot deny that their
initial conflicts were theological, and that they misunderstood each other because of different
languages (Greek and Latin), which subsequently affected their ways of thinking. As not all conflicts
are bad, their initial conflicts were rather constructive, and both parties were charged with zeal for
the defense of biblical doctrines. I would not go into their theological controversies since the fourth
century. They began to grow apart and to develop their own ways of thinking without fully
understanding what the other party was doing. And finally, there was the Great Schism that sealed
their already broken relationship to be formal. We want to know what actually happened in AD 1054.
Let me give you a brief sketch of the event by quoting an article from Encyclopedia Britannica: It was
an “event that precipitated the final separation between the Eastern Christian churches (led by the
patriarch of Constantinople, Michael Cerularius) and the Western Church (led by Pope Leo IX). The
mutual excommunications by the Pope and the Patriarch that year became a watershed in church
history. The excommunications were not lifted until 1965, when Pope Paul VI and Patriarch
Athenagoras, following their historic meeting in Jerusalem in 1964, presided over simultaneous
ceremonies that revoked the excommunication decrees. The relation of the Byzantine Church to the
Roman may be described as one of growing estrangement from the 5th to the 11th century. In the
early church three bishops stood forth prominently, principally from the political eminence of the
cities in which they ruled - the bishops of Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch. The transfer of the seat of
empire from Rome to Constantinople and the later eclipse of Alexandria and Antioch as
battlegrounds of Islam and Christianity promoted the importance of Constantinople. Concurrently,
the theological calmness of the West, in contrast to the often violent theological disputes that
troubled the Eastern patriarchates, strengthened the position of the Roman popes, who made
increasing claims to preeminence. But this preeminence, or rather the Roman idea of what was
involved in it, was never acknowledged in the East. To press it upon the Eastern patriarchs was to
prepare the way for separation; to insist upon it in times of irritation was to cause a schism. The
theological genius of the East was different from that of the West. The Eastern theology had its roots
in Greek philosophy, whereas a great deal of Western theology was based on Roman law. This gave
rise to misunderstandings and at last led to two widely separate ways of regarding and defining one
important doctrine - the procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father or from the Father and the Son
- with the Roman churches, without consulting the East, incorporating the Son into their creed. The
Eastern churches also resented the Roman enforcement of clerical celibacy, the limitation of the
right of confirmation to the bishop, and the use of unleavened bread in the Eucharist. Political
jealousies and interests intensified the disputes; and at last, after many premonitory symptoms, the
final break came in 1054, when Pope Leo IX struck at Michael Cerularius and his followers with an
excommunication and when the Patriarch retaliated with a similar excommunication. There had been
mutual excommunications before, but they had not resulted in permanent schisms. At the time there
seemed possibilities of reconciliation, but the rift grew wider; in particular, the Greeks were bitterly
antagonized by such events as the Latin capture of Constantinople in 1204. Western pleas for
reunion (on Western terms), such as those at the Council of Lyon (1274) or the Council of FerraraFlorence (1439), were rejected by the Byzantines. The schism has never been healed.”
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Henry III (a Holy Roman Empire emperor between 1039-56) was personally pious and came to
Rome in 1046 only to find out that the papacy was enmeshed and beset by local politics. Though he
came to be formally crowned by a pope, he immediately took actions to reform the papacy by
removing three rival claimants for the papal chair. He eventually saw that Bishop Bruno of Toul
became Pope Leo IX (1048-54). They worked together to remove simony (the sale of church offices)
and to enforce the ideal of celibacy among the European priesthood. In the meanwhile, the rupture
between Eastern and Western churches began to grow bigger. Henry III, Pope Leo IX and the
Eastern (or Byzantine) emperor, Constantine IX (1024), had entered negotiations to stand against
Norman knights invading southern Italy and threatening property and authority belonging to all three
of them. Agreements were made amongst them to deter the invasion of the Normans. Some of the
agreements included Pope’s authority over a few Greek churches in Rome and the Byzantine
emperor’s persuasion of the Eastern patriarch, Michael Cerularis (1043-59) to send Leo a “synodical
Letter” traditionally sent after the election of a new patriarch. Michael Cerularius was not happy with
the demands from the Western church. In return, he demanded the Western churches in
Constantinople to conform to Greek rites. There were more of political squabbles between the two
sides.
During some crises, both parties were encouraged to find a reconciliatory way to improve their
relationships and cooperation. Leo IX appointed a three-man legation to visit Constantinople to
negotiate for better relationship with the Eastern Church. Cardinal Humbert headed the legation, and
he was not in happy mood, and Patriarch Cerularius was not a happy man either. Mark A. Noll wrote
about the subsequent development in his book, Turning Point: Decisive Moments in the History of
Christianity as following: “No sooner did the Roman legation arrive in Constantinople than word also
came that Leo IX had unexpectedly died. Not daunted, Humbert thrust a stiff papal letter (that he had
written himself) onto Cerularius. That letter reminded the patriarch in no uncertain terms that ‘as a
hinge, remaining unmoved opens and shuts a door, so Peter and his successors [at Rome] have an
unfettered jurisdiction over the whole Church, since no one ought to interfere with their position,
because the highest See (A term derived from the enthronement-ceremony of the bishops of Rome)
is judged by none’ . . . . Cerularius responded in kind by rejecting the letter and by questioning
whether now, since the pope was dead, Humbert was even a properly credentialed legate. Humbert
was offended and resolved to leave Constantinople at once. But before he did so, he entered the
great church of Hagia Sophia (Holy Wisdom), placed on the altar a bull (official paper letter or
document) excommunicating Cerularius, shook the dust off his feet, and left. It is reported that an
Eastern deacon hastened after Humbert, trying to return the bull, but the overture was rebuffed,
whereupon the paper was dropped in the street. Soon thereafter Cerularius excommunicated the
papal legation.” A few centuries later, the Eastern emperor, Constantine XI, tried to save the unity
between the two sides. Here is what Noll continues to say, “When the Turks attacked Constantinople
in April 1453, this crisis brought all Christians in the city together. Early in the morning on May 29,
Constantine attended a united service for Orthodox and Catholics in the Hagia Sophia. Then he went
out to battle, where he met his death. The same day the Turks captured the city and transformed
Hagia Sophia into a mosque. With Emperor Constantine XI died not only the Byzantine Empire but
also the last serious effort to repair the Orthodox–Catholic schism (until, that is, the 1960s).” I do not
write this article from theological point of view, but desire to show you the destruction of unresolved
conflicts. Forgive and be forgiven. Be reconciled.
Lovingly,
Pastor Ki
Adapted from Weekly Lively Hope Newsletter - 13th December 2015
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
Thurs 24th Dec
Sat 26th Dec

No Mid-Week Out-reach Bible Study
4pm

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Galatians - A Study of Freedom and Liberty

Next Lord’s Day

Morning Service

Evening Service

Preacher

Dr Stephen Scott-Pearson

Message

Christ the King

Text

Matthew 2

Dr Stephen Scott-Pearson
Two Saints who saw the
Lord
Luke 2:21-40

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
• No Pre-lunch Bible Study.
• Pray for those who are sick: Douglas, Barbara, Prema, Margaret, May
Chew, Constance, Deborah, Pastor & Mrs Ki, Dr Carl Martin, Dr
Scott-Pearson, Dr David Allen, Nina, Helen, Eld Chew's mother,
Hannah, Shirley, Daniel, Dr Tow, Matthew, Jonathan’s father,
Magdalene, Meredith, Anthony, John, Toby, Maureen.
• Pray for those seeking employment: Yetta, Nana, Keene, Joel.
• Pray for those on travels this week: Sharon, Elliora, Odelia, Dr
Martin, Keene, Josias, Matthew, Michael.
• Pulpit Ministry: Pray for Dr Martin as he serves as the interim
minister. Thank God that his visa application has been approved.
• Christmas & Baptism Service: 11am Christmas Day. Odelia,
Meredith and Bethany will be baptised during the Christmas service.
There will be a Christmas Carry-in lunch after service. Please speak to
John or Jonathan for more information.
Worship Service Collections – Last Sunday: TBC
Attendance - Morning: 21 (A) 5 (C), Evening: 13 (A) 3 (C)

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We do
hope that you have a blessed time of
worship on this day.

LORD’S DAY DUTIES
TODAY: 20/12/2015
Chairman:
Organist:
Pianist:
Ushers:
Sunday School:
Lunch:
Washing Up:
PA Crew:

John
Anthony
Anthony
Joel / Yetta
Rachael / Hannah

Rev Lim
Volunteers
Scott

NEXT WEEK: 27/12/2015
Chairman:
Organist:
Pianist:
Ushers:
Sunday School:
Lunch:
Washing Up:
PA Crew:

Jonathan
Anthony
Anthony
Tom / Margaret
Rachael / Hannah

Volunteers
Volunteers
Scott

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 100
Q: What doth the Preface of the Lord’s Prayer teach us?
A: The preface of the Lord’s Prayer – (which is, OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN) – teacheth us to
draw near to God with all holy reverence and confidence – as children to a father, able and ready to help us; and that we should pray with and for others.
Comments:
Preface means introduction or beginning. And we here learn that the Preface of the Lord’s Prayer teaches us three
things: 1. That we should draw near to God reverently, seeing he is in heaven; 2. That we should draw near confidently,
seeing he is our Father, 3. That we should pray along with others, and for them, seeing he is our Father.
Scriptural Reference:
Matthew 6:9, Romans 8:15, Isaiah 64:9

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week
“And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross.”
Philippians 2:8

This Week
“Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name:”
Philippians 2:9
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Next Week
“That at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth;”
Philippians 2:10

