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Prelude

LORD’S DAY 11 OCTOBER 2015
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service – 11am
Evening Service – 4pm
The Lord Is in His Holy Temple

Opening Prayer *

Psalm 150
RHC 16 – “Holy God, We Praise
Thy Name”
John Poh

Psalm 138:1-2
RHC 75 – “Come Christian, Join
to Sing”
John Poh

Gloria Patri *

Glory Be to the Father

---

Responsive Reading

Psalm 132
Psalm 132:1-6

---

Call to Worship
Opening Hymn *

Second Hymn *
Announcements &
Memory Verse
Tithes & Offerings &
Doxology *
Scriptural Text

---

(to the tune of St Agnes, RHC 57)

John Poh

John Poh

RHC 352 – “All the Way My
Saviour Leads Me”
Acts 13:13-43

Jeremiah 18:1-4

Pastoral Prayer

Dr Stephen Scott-Pearson

Dr Stephen Scott-Pearson

Sermon Message

Paul’s Sermon in a Synagogue
RHC 453 – “I Love to Tell the
Story”

The Potter's House
RHC 421 – “Have Thine Own
Way, Lord!”

Dr Stephen Scott-Pearson

Dr Stephen Scott-Pearson

The Lord Bless You

---

Closing Hymn *
Benediction/3-Fold
Amen *
Postlude

---

* Congregation Stands
THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.
THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Church Theme 2015 – “Build a God-Honouring Family” – Joshua 24:15b
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FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART…….

THOUGHTS ABOUT GIVING
Last week, the message I shared with you was about gratitude, which is expressed in the form of
giving. In addition to the points I made through that message, there are a few more things I’d like to
share with you. The reason that I think it important for me to repeat the same topic on giving is
because of its importance in the believers’ life. If we truly believe that giving is more blessed than
receiving, we ought not to be shy to talk and hear about it. The biblical exhortations about giving also
imply that the depraved human nature is inclined to accrue rather than to disperse and share. The
Bible puts covetousness on the same level as idolatry, which is the most heinous sin against God.
Thus, it will benefit us to know more about giving.
First, let us learn a few lessons about giving from Paul’s fund raising efforts. Most of us are too shy
to talk about money. One of the tasks I have as a pastor is to teach people about giving. Giving is an
important part of Christian life and practice. One of the purposes of writing letters to the Corinthian
believers was to appeal to them for giving. Thus, giving is also an apostolic teaching. I am going to
talk about a few things in relation to Christian’s giving, mainly from 2 Corinthians 8-9. (1) Paul tells
the Corinthians that giving is the same as grace, the grace of God. 8:1-2 says, “Moreover, brethren,
we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great
trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their
liberality.” Paul tells them that according to the grace of God, the Macedonian believers have given
abundantly and liberally to support the apostles’ ministry and the needy brethren in Jerusalem. (2)
Paul tells them that the Macedonians did their very best to give. They were willing to do so. 8:3, “For
to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves.” (3) Paul
tells them that giving is unto the Lord, though it ends up with other people. Thus, their giving benefits
others, though they give their gifts to the Lord. 8:4-5, “Praying us with much intreaty that we would
receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they did, not
as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.” It implies
that (a) the Macedonians were not arrogant because they gave, for they believed that they gave to
the Lord; (b) the benefits were given to other people. In such a way, God uses the faith and
dedication of one group of believers to assist and help the other group of believers in need. (4) Paul
tells them about giving boldly and confidently. (a) It is because he knows that their giving is in
accordance with the grace of God. 8:6 says, “Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun,
so he would also finish in you the same grace also.” The same grace Paul is talking about is the
practice of giving. (b) It is also because giving has to be abundant like all other spiritual abundance
and liberality. As they should be abundant in faith and knowledge, they should be abundant in giving.
It is what 8:7 says, “Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge,
and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.” We cannot find
any degree of coercion in Paul’s appeal. There is no hesitation on his part when appealing to them
for giving. (c) It is because giving is a natural response and way of life of the believers. 8:8 says, “I
speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the willingness of others, and to prove the sincerity
of your love.” Paul speaks like John at this point. 1 John 3:18, “My little children, let us not love in
word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.” The believers are not to love only with words but
with deeds and actions. One of the most outstanding ways to prove their sincere love is to give to
God and their neighbors. I think that there is an interesting mixture of words in verse 8, “prove the
sincerity of your love.” (i) Love requires to be tested, which is implied in the word, “prove.” It is
because love is the message we have heard from the Lord. 1 John 3:11, “For this is the message
that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.” (ii) There are counterfeits of
sincere love like insincere or hypocritical love. The presence of lies, deceit, insincerity, and
hypocrisy, requires love to be tested. 1 John 4:7-8, “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of
God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not
God; for God is love.” Thus, proven love should be sincere love. (iii) Giving is a way to demonstrate
sincere love. 8:24 says, “Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of your
love, and of our boasting on your behalf.”
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(5) Paul talks about giving, without feeling ashamed of talking about it. In other words, he is not selfconscious and is not shy to talk about giving. Instead, he challenges them not to change their
previous desire to give but to perform it, in 8:10-11, “And herein I give my advice: for this is
expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be willing a year ago. Now
therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a
performance also out of that which ye have.” (6) Paul speaks about giving as if it is a sign of a
healthy body of Christ. 8:13-14 says, “For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened:
But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their
abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality: As it is written, He that
had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.” As every member
of the body is required for a healthy body and contributes to each other to keep the body strong and
sound, so every member of the body of Christ must provide for each other’s needs. In this regard,
Paul explains that there is no reason for the giver to be arrogant and for the receiver to be ashamed.
Both must give thanks to the Lord.
Having studied Paul’s philosophy of giving, we do not find any trace of worldliness, materialism or
profanity but confidence, faith, and graciousness.
Second, Paul glorifies no man but God in giving. (1) One remarkable observation from Paul’s
attitude toward giving and givers is that he encourages the givers to think of themselves only as
agents sent by God. Paul was able to collect gifts from the Macedonians and he also encouraged
the Corinthians to give to the needy brethren in Jerusalem. However, he does not say to them that
the recipients send them words of thanks. He does not tell them how the people in Jerusalem speak
of their thanks for the gifts they have received. I am sure that they were very thankful for the gifts.
The point is that Paul does not speak about their thanks in his letter. It indicates that the words of
thanks were not the causes of giving on the part of the Macedonians. They did not give in order to
hear how grateful their recipients were. (2) Instead, Paul speaks about the thanksgiving offered to
God through their giving. 2 Corinthians 9:11-13, “Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness,
which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the administration of this service not only
supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; Whiles by
the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of
Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men.” Thus, the Corinthians are giving,
and God receives thanksgiving! Praise the Lord! (3) It prevents human agents from being proud. It is
easy to be proud when we are in the position of giving. Paul wrote a thank-you letter to the
Philippians for their faithful financial support. Philippians 4:18, “But I have all, and abound: I am full,
having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a
sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.” Paul gives thanks to the Lord not to the Philippians! Does
it hurt them? It does not mean that Paul is an ungrateful person. It means that he recognizes them
as the channels of gifts from God for the sake of the sacred ministry.
Well, I’ll talk about it a bit more next time.
Lovingly,
Pastor Ki
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
Thurs 15th Oct
Sat 17th Oct

No Mid-Week Bible Study
4pm

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Galatians - A Study of Freedom and Liberty

Next Lord’s Day

Morning Service

Evening Service

Preacher

Dr Carl Martin

Dr Carl Martin

Message

Our God at Work

Text

2 Kings 6:1-7

Going Into the World
for Jesus' Sake
John 17:18

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Pre-lunch: There will be a short video presented by Dr Scott-Pearson.
• Pray for those who are sick: Douglas, Barbara, Prema, Margaret, May
Chew, Constance, Deborah, Pastor & Mrs Ki, Dr Carl Martin, Dr
Scott-Pearson, Nina, Helen, Eld Chew's mother, Hannah, Shirley,
Daniel, Dr Tow, Matthew, Jonathan’s father, Magdalene, Meredith,
Elliora.
• Pray for those seeking employment: Yetta, Nana.
• Pray for those on travels this week: Yangfan, Dr Martin, Anthony.
• Pulpit Ministry: Pray for Dr Martin as he serves as the interim
minister. Thank God that his visa application has been approved.
Worship Service Collections – Last Sunday: £908.65
Attendance - Morning: 31 (A) 8 (C), Evening: 17 (A) 2 (C)

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We
do hope that you have a blessed
time of worship on this day.

LORD’S DAY DUTIES
TODAY: 11/10/2015
Chairman:
Organist:
Pianist:
Ushers:
Sunday School:
Lunch:
Washing Up:
PA Crew:

John
Keene
Matthew
Tom / Yetta
Keene / Rachael
/ Hannah
Maureen
Volunteers
Scott

NEXT WEEK: 18/10/2015
Chairman:
Organist:
Pianist:
Ushers:
Sunday School:
Lunch:
Washing Up:
PA Crew:

Jonathan
Anthony
Keene
Daniel / Yetta
Keene / Rachael
/ Hannah
Volunteers
Volunteers
Josias

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 90
Q: How is the Word to be read and heard, that it may become effectual to salvation?
A: That the Word may become effectual to salvation, we must attend thereunto with diligence,
preparation, and prayer, receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and practise it in our lives.
Comments:
We are here taught the proper way to use the Bible. We must use it carefully, reverently, and prayerfully.
We must believe what it tells us, and do what it bids us. And we must receive the truth in the love of it,
else the Word read will not profit our souls.
Scriptural Reference:
Psalm 119:18, Hebrews 4:2, Psalm 119:11, John 7:17

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week
“Wherefore take unto you the
whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to
stand.”
Ephesians 6:13

This Week
“Stand therefore, having your
loins girt about with truth, and
having on the breastplate of
righteousness;”
Ephesians 6:14
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Next Week
“And your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of
peace;”
Ephesians 6:15

