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LORD’S DAY 08 MARCH 2015
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service – 11am
Evening Service – 4pm
The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Lamentation 3:22-26
Ephesians 3:14-19
RHC 47 – “Great is Thy
RHC 123 – “Jesus Loves Even
Faithfulness”
Me”
Jonathan Kim
Jonathan Kim
Glory Be to the Father
--Psalm 110
--Psalm 110 verses 4-7
--(to the tune of CampMeeting, RHC 315)

Jonathan Kim

Jonathan Kim

RHC 304 – “I Am Trusting Thee,
Lord Jesus”
Colossians 3:9-11
Dr Carl Martin
Connecting with Others through
Christ
Dr Carl Martin
RHC 178 – “At the Cross”

John 16:25-31
Dr Carl Martin
When You Think You
Understand
--RHC 299 – “My Savior”

Dr Carl Martin

Dr Carl Martin

The Lord Bless You

---

---

* Congregation Stands
THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.
THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Church Theme 2015 – “Build a God-Honouring Family” – Joshua 24:15b
-1-

From the pastor’s heart…

WAITING ON GOD – PART 16
Adapted from Weekly Lively Hope Newsletter, Sunday 28th December 2014

Isaiah 25:9, “And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he
will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his
salvation.”
Between chapters 12 and 24 in the book of Isaiah, there are plenty of serious, dark, and
terrifying prophecies of the coming judgments from God. All who disobeyed God, both the Jews
and Gentiles, and both the city of Jerusalem and the cities of pagan nations, would experience
the powerful and irreversible judgments from God. Having said of the fall of the world powers,
Isaiah brought a totally different prophecy into chapter 25.
The first five verses in chapter 25 is a song of praise to God. “O LORD, thou art my God; I will
exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are
faithfulness and truth. 2 For thou hast made of a city an heap; of a defenced city a ruin: a palace
of strangers to be no city; it shall never be built. 3Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee,
the city of the terrible nations shall fear thee. 4 For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a
strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the
blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. 5 Thou shalt bring down the noise of
strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the heat with the shadow of a cloud: the branch of the
terrible ones shall be brought low.” Isaiah glorified His Lord and praised His name. Verses 1 and
2 indicate the reason(s) why God could not but be praised. (1) The first reason is found in verse
1b saying, “For thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.”
Isaiah praised God for something big, wonderful things. His work was too big to be imitated by
anyone else. His counsels were of old, which means that they were purposed and planned a
long time ago. What God did was not simply reactionary to unexpected events. He knew all
things and nothing was above His foreknowledge and foreordination. The work of His eternal
purpose and decree was faithful and true. E. J. Young explains these two terms, “faithfulness
and truth” as “a perfect faithfulness.” (2) The second reason is found in verse 2. Isaiah revealed
that one of the reasons for Him to praise God was the destruction of the world city. The city
destroyed and ruined in this verse cannot be Jerusalem, because no prophet would rejoice over
the destruction of the city of God, where the name of God dwelt. The Lord made a city an heap.
Though it is hard to identify the name of this ruined city, it could be possible that it refers to
Babylon. After all, Babylonian empire was the power that had destroyed the southern kingdom of
Judah including the Solomonic Temple and taken the Jews into the captivity. The captives
needed to be delivered from their hands as God had delivered their forefathers from the
bondage of the Egyptians. As God judged the Egyptians then, so now He judges the world
power of the day. (3) The third reason is found in verse 3 which speaks of the strong people
glorifying God and the city of the terrible nations fearing Him. This particular verse provokes our
minds to think of some extraordinary events, which must be prophetic. They are: (a) conversions
of pagan/Gentile nations and (b) their worship of God. We do not know who these strong people
are. Historically speaking, we may say that Babylonians and Assyrians were strong. Out of many
nations, I pick out only these two nations because they destroyed both northern and southern
kingdoms of Israel and took them into captivity respectively. However, identifying them as
converted strong people and God-fearing people does not match up with them. Therefore, I
rather want to leave them for future fulfillments. (4) The fourth reason is found in verse 4, which
speaks of God as a refuge for His people. The people who have found a refuge in God are the
poor, who are contrasted with strong people, who are their oppressors. In times of crisis,
pictured as storm and heat, God is a place for the poor and the afflicted to hide. When storms
are coming and pelting down hard with heavy rain, the Lord is their shelter. It must be a
figurative description of violence and cruelty brought against the poor and the weaker.
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The next passage we need to see is Isaiah 25:6-8, which is a very fascinating passage in many
ways. “And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a
feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 7 And he
will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is
spread over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away
tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for
the LORD hath spoken it.” Even without spending too much time to understand the passage, we
may quite quickly notice that it speaks about future event. For example, death will be swallowed
up in victory (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:54). The Lord will wipe away tears from off all faces
(Revelation 21:4). There will be a feast in the mountain. There are a lot of interpretational issues.
In short, I may say that there are two main schools of thoughts. One school of thought will argue
that everything must be interpreted figuratively. Thus, the mountain may refer to Zion, the city of
God, or Jerusalem, but it figuratively refers to the Church of Jesus Christ. The feast also needs
to be figuratively understood. Thus, this feast refers to the spiritual blessings that God brings to
us through his kingdom (E. J. Young, The Book of Isaiah, vol. 2, 192). However, I have found
some problems with this interpretation. It is because death to be swallowed up and tears to be
completely wiped off from our eyes are not present experiences but future. Regardless of one’s
millennial kingdom views, no one will deny that Revelation 21 does not belong to the Church era
but the future era. Verse 4 says, “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away.” Then, the other school of thought argues that this passage
refers to the earthly millennial kingdom. It believes that this feast will occur at the end of the
Millennium (Constable’s Notes on Isaiah, 114). This more literal interpretation seems to have
more merits to be considered than figurative or spiritual interpretation for this passage.
Then, Isaiah 25:9 comes to us as a pleasant exclamation. “And it shall be said in that day, Lo,
this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited
for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” There are two things: (1) God’s people’s
rejoicing voice, “Lo, this is our God,” and (2) Happy ending of God’s people’s waiting, “we will be
glad and rejoice in his salvation.” We cannot but notice the repeated saying of “we have waited
for Him.” The problems and trials have been serious and severe. The people of God have not
found any help or assistance from anything and anyone. Their hope has been in God who has
not been in sight. However, they have been waiting and waiting for His coming to help them.
They have ceased from all human hope and help but clung to God only by faith and waited for
Him. It may sound strange, even ironic that the power of God’s people lies in their waiting for
God while in helplessness and hopelessness. It was not necessarily man’s waiting that the
happy ending was brought in. The reason that waiting for God brings a happy ending is because
God is certain and His promises are sure. We must be able to feel the excitement of God’s
people when they shout, “Lo, this is our God. We have waited for Him.” There were moments of
silence from God, which have caused them to wait for Him. It also implies that waiting for God
was the condition to experience the presence of God in this case. Wait for God, and He will let
you have the sweetness of His presence.
Lovingly,
Your Pastor
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
Thurs 12 Mar 7:00pm

Bible Study - Study on the book of Mark

Sat 14 Mar

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting - Study on
the Life of Joseph

4:00pm

Next Lord’s Day

Morning Service

Preacher

Dr Carl Martin
Dr Carl Martin
Accompanied by God
Jochebed, a Godly
Mother in a Toxic World Though Friends Scatter

Message

Exodus 2:1-10

Text

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We do
hope that you have a blessed time of
worship on this day.

LORD’S DAY DUTIES

Evening Service

John 16:30-32

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Pray for those who are sick: Douglas, Barbara, Prema, Margaret,
May Chew, Constance, Deborah, Pastor & Mrs Ki, Susan, Dr Carl
Martin, Dr Scott-Pearson, Nina, Helen, Eld Chew's mother, Patricia,
Hannah, Shirley, Daniel, Dr Tow, Elizabeth, Jonathan’s father,
Sarah, Matthew.
• Pray for expecting mothers: Sharon, Magdalene.
• Pray for those seeking employment: Yetta, Nana.
• Pray for those on travel: Margaret, John, Jiak Eng.
• Pulpit Ministry: Pray for Pr Mok’s visa application.
• Church Easter Camp: 3rd-6th April 2015. Please see Jonathan for
more information.
• Church ECM: Please note that there will be an ECM after morning
service on Sunday 22nd March 2015.
Worship Service Collections – Last Sunday: £1173.97, Lunch: £46.40
Attendance - Morning: 28 (A) 4 (C), Evening: 17 (A) 2 (C)

TODAY: 08/03/2015
Chairman:
Organist:
Pianist:
Ushers:
Sunday School:
Lunch:
Washing Up:
PA Crew:

Jonathan
Anthony
Ernest
Daniel / Tom
Hannah / Rachael
Hannah
Volunteers
Scott

NEXT WEEK: 15/03/2015
Chairman:
Organist:
Pianist:
Ushers:
Sunday School:
Lunch:
Washing Up:
PA Crew:

Jonathan
Anthony
Matthew
Daniel / Yetta
Hannah / Rachael
Maureen
Volunteers
Scott

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 58
Q: Which is required in the Fourth Commandment?
A: The Fourth Commandment requireth the keeping holy to God such set times as he hath appointed in his
Word; expressly one whole day in seven, to be a holy Sabbath to himself.
Comments:
The Sabbath is an emblem of heaven, and a pattern and example for all days. Every day should be holy unto
the Lord. Inasmuch, however, as in this world we must engage in worldly business, the Sabbath was instituted
to prevent our thoughts from dwelling too much on worldly matters. It is intended for man’s good, and it is our
own loss if we disregard it.
Scriptural Reference:
Leviticus 19:30

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week
“And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord,
choose you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods which your fathers served that
were on the other side of the flood, or the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
Joshua 24:15

This Week
“But whosoever shall
deny me before men,
him will I also deny
before my Father which
is in heaven.”
Matthew 10:33
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Next Week
“And said, Verily I say unto
you, Except ye be converted,
and become as little
children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 18:3

