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LORD’S DAY 06 DECEMBER 2015

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Morning Service — 11am

Evening Service — 4pm

The Lord Is in His Holy Temple

Psalm 135:1-3

RHC 75 — “Come, Christians,
Join to Sing”

John Poh
Glory Be to the Father

Psalm 140

Psalm 140 verses 1-8
(to the tune of Ellacombe, RHC 29)

John Poh
RHC 160 — “As with Gladness

Men of Old”
1 Samuel 8:1-22

Rev Lim Chee Boon

Israel Asked for a King

RHC 429 — “We Have Not
Known Thee as We Ought”

Psalm 96:1-4

RHC 142 — “Tell Me the Story of
Jesus”

John Poh

John Poh

Acts 11:19-26
Rev Lim Chee Boon

What is a Christian?

RHC 106 — “Christ Liveth in
Me”

Amen * Rev Lim Chee Boon Rev Lim Chee Boon
Postlude The Lord Bless You ---
* Congregation Stands

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE GLORIA PATRI

The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:

Let all the earth keep silence,

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.

Let all the earth keep silence before Him -
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Church Theme 2015 - “Build a God-Honouring Family” — Joshua 24:15b
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FROM THE PASTOR .S HEART. . ... ..
CONFLICTS

We wonder if there is any word more frequently used than “conflict” these days. There are regional
conflicts, conflicts between nations, ideologies, perspectives, priorities, sexes, cultures, religions,
schools of thoughts, generations, and so on. | checked the definitions of the word from the Noah
Webster's 1828 English Dictionary. As a noun it means: (1) A striking or dashing against each other,
as of two moving bodies in opposition; violent collision of substances; (2) A fighting; combat, as
between men, and applicable to individuals or to armies; (3) Contention; strife; contest; (4)
Struggling with difficulties; a striving to oppose, or overcome; (5) A struggling of the mind; distress;
anxiety. (6) The last struggle of life; agony; and (7) Opposing operations; countervailing action;
collision; opposition.

Having read through these definitions, we cannot but say that “conflict” is truly widespread and that
“it” reaches to every part of human beings and human experiences. By saying human beings, | mean
“the whole of humanity” and “both spiritual and physical aspects of human beings.” Romans 12:18
exhorts us to keep a life of peace with all mankind: “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live
peaceably with all men.” There is no one living and existing above conflicts. Though we may be
peace loving, unselfish and altruistic people, and not the initiators of conflicts, we can still be victims
of conflicts. One stunning example is the series of terrorist attacks in Paris only a few days ago.
Terrorists brought conflicts against soft targets, innocent civilians, and excused themselves by
saying that they could not but attack the civilians because the western countries had brought
conflicts against their people in Iraq and Syria. The whole world is now on alert for possibly more
attacks in the future.

Conflicts are not just physical and material. There are lots of inner conflicts within our minds. There
are conflicting thoughts, desires, ideas, or emotions. There are anxieties, stresses, worries, and
distresses, which could stem from overall life problems, and mental and spiritual issues. There are
only two verses in the Bible having the word, “conflict” in them. Interestingly, each reference refers to
physical conflict and spiritual conflicts respectively. Philippians 1:30 says, “Having the same conflict
which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.” Here, Paul is talking about his physical suffering in
the ministry. Colossians 2:1 says, “For | would that ye knew what great conflict | have for you, and
for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh.” Conflict here probably
refers to distress, anxiety, concerns, cares, or worries, which is internal and could be spiritual.

Why do we need to consider an issue such as “conflict?” The foremost reason is that there is no
such a life without experiencing conflicts. Though it sounds very pessimistic, it is true to say that life
is surrounded by conflicts. Let me consider this matter a bit more. (1) Conflicts are inevitable
because of our inner nature. We do not have to go far to find examples. We have our conscience
which tells us what is right and what is wrong. Though there are inner signals coming from our
conscience, it does not mean that we desire to follow our conscience all the time. Thus, there will be
inevitable conflicts between the two. Or even if we decide to follow our conscience because we
deem it right, it still does not mean that we may do everything gladly without any regrets in the
process or afterwards. We may desire to do something right, but we may often face challenges from
our weaknesses including sinfulness and corruptions. It is probably what Paul had to say in Romans
7:14-20, “For we know that the law is spiritual: but | am carnal, sold under sin. 15 For that which | do
| allow not: for what | would, that do | not; but what | hate, that do I. 16 If then | do that which | would
not, | consent unto the law that it is good. 17 Now then it is no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth
in me. 18 For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me; but how to perform that which is good | find not. 19 For the good that | would | do not: but the
evil which | would not, that | do. 20 Now if | do that | would not, it is no more | that do it, but sin that
dwelleth in me.” There will be perpetual conflicts between holy desires and evil propensities, or
between the old and the new man, within us.



This thought tells us another side of conflicts. (2) Conflicts were, are, and will be with us, until we are
in glory. In fact, the book of Genesis has story after story of conflicts. There were conflicts between
God and man, brothers, man and woman, parents and children, tribes and nations, and between the
power of light and the power of darkness. The wars between the people of God and the people of
Satan brought lots of losses and casualties. However, these conflicts are still continued in the book
of Revelation. The last conflict scene is recorded in Revelation 20, and only after the prince of
peace comes, Revelation 20 and 21 record the life of peace. Such a persistent presence of conflicts
in human experiences could not but take exhortations from the Lord.

Conflicts must be managed. Many of us do not like conflicts. | said, “many of us,” not “all of us,”
because there are truly evil ones who take pleasure out of others’ miseries and unhappiness.
Whatever the cases will be, it is more than truthful that we cannot eradicate conflicts. If we cannot
live a life free from conflicts, the only option is to manage them rightly and righteously. At this point,
we might like to ask “Why can’t we eradicate conflicts though we desire to do so?” This simple
question could be examined from so many different perspectives. However, | cannot but say that the
depravity of man (sinful nature) must be carefully studied and considered. | am not intending to talk
about it now. Instead, | would ask why we think that conflicts are always bad and negative? For
example, James 1:2-4 say, “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work,
that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” Diverse temptations in verse 2 are referring to
various trials. There are conflicts in life. However, James does not appear to understand them
negatively but rather positively for our good. It is because through them we gain, which eventually
will lead us to a place of wanting no more! James says even more in verse 12, “Blessed is the man
that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love him.” Instead of eradicating trials (conflicts), he speaks of them as a
means for our growth and reward. In other words, all of James’ exhortations appear to indicate that
God uses trials (conflicts) for our good, if we live by faith, though they are inevitable because of our
depravity. He uses our inability to completely remove conflicts to bring forth benefits for us. It has
huge implications in our lives. One of them is to change our perceptions of conflicts. We always think
that they are bad, but God says that He works them out in such a way that they can benefit us. Then,
the importance is on our attitude towards them. It is always the case that perceptions bring forth
reactions. If we think that conflicts are always bad, then we will constantly pray to God to remove
them. If not, we will blame God for them and our miseries. In such cases, they will not change us but
make us even bitter toward God, man, and life itself. Romans 12:17a is a good example,
“‘Recompense to no man evil for evil.” Somebody’s evil against us brings both physical,
psychological, and even spiritual conflicts. God changes our perceptions of someone’s evil against
us, so that our reactions will become different. In ordinary minds, people will perceive conflicts as
enemies that must be fought back until they are removed completely. However, God wants us to
overcome them by not retaliating against them. Instead, in the next verse, verse 18, God tells us to
live peaceably as much as we can. God talks about managing the conflicts. | must continue on this
thought next time. Until then, be determined to live peaceably with others as much as you can.

Lovingly,

Your Pastor

Adapted from Weekly Lively Hope Newsletter - 22nd November 2015



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON

Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK WELCOME
Thurs 10th Dec No Mid-Week Out-reach Bible Study We e)ftend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We do
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting hope that you have a blessed time of
Sat 12th Dec 4pm Galatians - A Study of Freedom and Liberty worship on this day.
Next Lord’s Day | Morning Service Evening Service LORD’S DAY DUTIES
Preacher Rev Lim Chee Boon Rev Lim Chee Boon TODAY: 06/12/2015
Message TBC TBC Chairman: John
Text TBC TBC Organist: Anthony
NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS Pianist: Matthew
® No Pre-lunch Bible Study. Ushers: Tom / Evelyn
e Pray for those who are sick: Douglas, Barbara, Prema, Margaret, May | Sunday School:  Rachael / Hannah
Chew, Constance, Deborah, Pastor & Mrs Ki, Dr Carl Martin, Dr Luncl?: Nina
Scott-Pearson, Dr David Allen, Nina, Helen, Eld Chew's mother, | Washing Up: Volunteers
Hannah, Shirley, Daniel, Dr Tow, Matthew, Jonathan’s father, | P A Crew: Joel
Magdalene, Meredith, Anthony. NEXT WEEK: 13/12/2015
e Pray for those seeking employment: Yetta, Nana, Keene, Joel.
® Pray for those on travels this week: Sharon, Elliora, Odelia, Dr | Chairman: Jonathan
Martin, Keene. Organist: Anthony
e Pulpit Ministry: Pray for Dr Martin as he serves as the interim | Pignist: Matthew
minister. Thank God that his visa application has been approved. Ushers: Tom / Yetta
® Lord’s Supper: We will be observing the Lord’s Supper next week. | Sunday School: Rachael / Hannah
Please come with hearts prepared. Lunch: Volunteers
j : Volunt
Worship Service Collections — Last Sunday: £958.50, Lunch: £40.65 Kzsg’fzg .Up Scoo?tn eers
Attendance - Morning: 29 (A) 8 (C), Evening: 16 (A) 3 (C) )

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 98

Q: What is prayer?
A: Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable to his will, in the name of CHRIST,
with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgement of his mercies.

Comments:

Prayer means asking of God; and we are here told the following three things respecting it: 1. As to its form, it
should be offered to God in the name of Christ; 2. As to its substance, it should be for things agreeable to
God’s will; 3. As to its manner, it should be made with humble acknowledgement of our sins, and grateful
acknowledgement of God’s mercy.

Scriptural Reference:
Matthew 7:7, John 16:23, Philippians 4:6

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week

“Moreover whom he did This Week “And bein Njg;tny;ejlfas hion as a
predestinate, them he also called: “What shall we then say to these man. he ium bled himself. and
and whom he called, them he also | things? If God be for us, who can ’ . ’

. . . o became obedient unto death, even

Justified: and whom he justified, be against us? the death of the cross.”

them he also glorified.” Romans 8:31 Philippians 2:8 '

Romans 8:30 )




