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Doxology *
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Pastoral Prayer

LORD’S DAY 01 FEBRUARY 2015
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service – 11am
Evening Service – 4pm
The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Psalm 15:1-5
Psalm 31:1-3
RHC 5 – “Command Thy Blessing RHC 348 – “Guide Me, O
From Above”
Thou Great Jehovah”
John Poh
John Poh
Glory Be to the Father
--Psalm 105
--Psalm 105 verses 1-7
--(to the tune of All Saints, RHC 562)

John Poh

John Poh

RHC 399 – “I Am Thine, O Lord”

---

Colossians 2:11-15
Dr Carl Martin

John 16:12-14
Dr Carl Martin
Step-stones for Spiritual
Growth
RHC 113 – “It Is Glory Just to
Walk with Him”

Sermon Message

Baptism, an Affirmation of Faith

Closing Hymn *

RHC 111 – “Only a Sinner”

Benediction/3-Fold
Amen *
Postlude

Dr Carl Martin

Dr Carl Martin

The Lord Bless You

---

* Congregation Stands
THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.
THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Church Theme 2015 – “Build a God-Honouring Family” – Joshua 24:15b
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From the pastor’s heart…

WAITING ON GOD – PART 11
Adapted from Weekly Lively Hope Newsletter, Sunday 28th September 2014

Psalm 39:7-8, “And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee. 8 Deliver me from all my
transgressions: make me not the reproach of the foolish.”
Psalm 39 carries beautiful messages about life, faith, prayer, God, and many more. Before
we look into the passage we desire to study, I need to clear at least two points. The first
point is about its authorship. There are two names mentioned in the heading: Jeduthun and
David. An Old Testament scholar, Dalitzsch, wrote about Jeduthun: “The name of one of
David’s three musicians, the third after Asaph and Heman (1 Chronicles 16:41f.; 25:1ff; 2
Chronicles 5:12; 35:15) undoubtedly the same person as Ethan (1 chronicles 15:19), a name
which after the appointments at Gibeon (1 Chronicles 16) was changed to Jeduthun.” The
heading of the psalm reads, “To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.” At
first we may be confused about its author, whether it was Jeduthun or David. There is lack of
details in the psalm about any specific situation of David. However, we subscribe to the
Davidic authorship as the heading indicates. The second point is that the psalmist is stirred
up so much so that he cannot keep silence any more. However, he is resolved not to sin with
his tongue. Having looked around while in afflictions, his conclusion is there is nothing he
can rely on or hope in this world but God. Thus, there is a sense of hopelessness humanly
speaking. He waits for God because he finds hope only in God.
First, the psalmist plainly tells and confesses that he is in afflictions. There are plenty of
indications in the psalm that he is afflicted. He says that the wicked are before him in verse
1. The foolish may mock him in verse 8. His sorrow is stirred in verse 2. This particular
expression probably means that his sorrows are increased or grow worse. Therefore, his
sorrows continually grow and are increased. It seems that his sorrows do not originate only
from external factors like wicked people. There are indications of his internal factors that
have caused him to be grieved. He is asking the Lord to deliver him from his transgressions
in verse 8. There is also a hint that he is in trouble with God in verse 11, which says, “When
thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, thou makest his beauty to consume away like
a moth: surely every man is vanity.” It is more than probable that the person who is being
corrected for iniquity is the psalmist himself. Then, it leads us to consider that his afflictions
are consequences of his offences against God. He says in verse 8a, “Deliver me from all my
transgressions.” Verse 12 talks about his distance from God in terms of his fellowship with
Him: “Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears:
for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.” He is eager to be
restored and cries to God in tears. Verse 13 describes the heaviness of his heart by saying,
“O spare me.” It literally means “look or gaze away from me.” He cannot bear the watchful
eyes of the Lord. The reason for asking the Lord to look away from him is because he
desires to be restored or strengthened again. Some translations say to smile again. It
probably shows his emotional state. All of these observations help us see the life of God’s
people realistically, not just ideally. The psalmist confessions give us realistic view of
Christian life. What I mean is as follows:
• It is possible that Christians are afflicted. Salvation does not remove toils and suffering
away from them in this life.
• It is possible that Christian afflictions bring reproaches from the ungodly. Of course, in
this case, afflictions are caused by the believers’ wrongdoings.
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• It is possible that Christians in affliction feel a distance from God. The psalmist feels
that he is a stranger with God. It means that it is possible for the afflicted believers not
to have joy and happiness. They feel that they are far away from the presence of and
fellowship with God.
• It is possible that Christians are not perfect people; thus they may fall into sin, which
results in God’s chastisement. Therefore, they must walk circumspectly.
• It is possible that during the times of afflictions Christians may feel there is neither
hope nor help from the world.
Second, the psalmist expresses his feelings and emotions in response to the situation. The
first reaction is that he will be careful on his ways. Verse 1 says that he will take heed to his
ways. It means that he will guard or watch his ways carefully. Especially, he is resolved to be
careful with his words. He does not want to sin with his tongue. It is easy to show our follies
with foolish words in times of afflictions. Job’s wife was not an exception. However, the Bible
testifies of Job’s integrity in Job 2:10, “But he [Job] said unto her [his wife], Thou speakest as
one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and
shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.” The second response was
to keep silence as in verse 2a, which says, “I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even
from good . . . .” There are three different Hebrew words employed, and all of them refer to
being silent one way or another. The third response comes from breaking his own resolution
in verse 3, “My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with
my tongue.” His mind becomes inflamed more and more and cannot stand his own silence
any more. His internal pressure comes to a boiling point and cannot be hidden any longer.
The fourth response is a thought of the vanity of life. He begins to think of his end as in verse
4, “LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may
know how frail I am.” This must be one of the most common reactions to difficult situations.
The fifth response is that he loses any worthiness to trust in man as in verse 6, “Surely every
man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and
knoweth not who shall gather them.” The sixth response is to see the hands of God in all
things as in verse 9-10, “I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; because thou didst
it. 10 Remove thy stroke away from me: I am consumed by the blow of thine hand.” The
seventh response is to know who he is and how small he is as in verse 11, “When thou with
rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth:
surely every man is vanity.” The eighth response is to cry out to God for His help as in
verses 12-13, “Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my
tears: for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 13 O spare me,
that I may recover strength, before I go hence, and be no more.” We must not forget that it is
a prayer. Yes, where everything becomes dark, there is a light coming from the privileges of
prayer.
Third, when everything appears to be too difficult to bear, and self-evaluation of the situation
is very negative, and there is no one in sight who may be able to offer helps, even a believer
of Jesus Christ may become despondent. In fact, precisely that was the feeling of the
psalmist. In such a situation, what can he do? He says in verse 7, “And now, Lord, what wait
I for? My hope is in thee.” There is an anchor we can rely on at any time in any situation.
This very assurance comes forth in a form of a question, “What wait I for?” The concise and
precise answer is, “My hope is in thee.” All lonely, despondent, and afflicted souls must wait
for God, because only in God we have our hope. “Wait for Him, my soul!”
Lovingly,
Your Pastor
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
Thurs 05 Feb

7:00pm

Bible Study - Study on the book of Mark

Sat 07 Feb

4:00pm

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting - Study on
the book of Nehemiah

Next Lord’s Day

Morning Service

Evening Service

Preacher

Dr Carl Martin
Guidelines for Spiritual
Growth

Dr Carl Martin

Message

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We do
hope that you have a blessed time of
worship on this day.

LORD’S DAY DUTIES
TODAY: 01/02/2015

Limited Exposure

John
Chairman:
Sarah
Organist:
Colossians 2:16-19
John 16:16-18
Text
Anthony
Pianist:
Daniel / Evelyn
Ushers:
NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hannah / Rachael
Sunday
School:
• Pre-lunch Bible Study: This week, Dr Martin will continue with
Sarah
Lunch:
the study on “Building Firm Foundations”.
Volunteers
Washing
Up:
• Pray for those who are sick: Douglas, Barbara, Prema, Margaret,
Jonathan
May Chew, Constance, Deborah, Pastor & Mrs Ki, Susan, Dr Carl PA Crew:
Martin, Dr Scott-Pearson, Nina, Helen, Eld Chew's mother, Rev
NEXT WEEK: 08/02/2015
Colin Wong, Patricia, Hannah, Shirley, Daniel, Dr Brian Green,
Dr Tow, Elizabeth, Magdalene, Jonathan’s father.
Chairman:
John
• Pray for those seeking employment: Yetta, Magdalene, Nana.
Organist:
Keene
• Pray for those on travel: Margaret, Anthony & Helen, Sarah,
Pianist:
Matthew
Hannah, Rachael.
Ushers:
Jonathan / Tom
• Pulpit Ministry: Pray for Pr Mok’s visa application.
Sunday School: No Sunday School
• Lord’s Supper: We will be observing the Lord’s Supper next Lunch:
Maureen
week. Please come with hearts prepared.
Volunteers
Washing Up:
Scott
Worship Service Collections – Last Sunday: £795.60, Lunch: £39.00 PA Crew:
Attendance - Morning: 28 (A) 4 (C), Evening: 19 (A) 2 (C)

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 53
Q: Which is the Third Commandment?
A: The Third Commandment is, THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD THY GOD IN
VAIN: for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
Comments:
This commandment tells how to treat the Name of God, and by his Name is meant everything by which he
is named to us, or specially made known. To take God’s name in vain is to use it for a vain or frivolous
purpose; and we break this command by profane swearing, or by irreverently using God’s name. We
recognise the command when we pray – Hallowed be thy Name.

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week
“But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto
you.”
Matthew 6:33

This Week
“Not every one that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven.”
Matthew 7:21
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Next Week
“Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy name have cast
out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works?”
Matthew 7:22

