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WHAT A SATISFACTORY DECLARATION! – "He that
believeth on him is not condemned."
By Rev Charles Spurgeon, A sermon delivered on Sunday Morning, February 17th, 1861
(Part 6 of “Faith: What it is, and what it leads to”)

You are aware that in our courts of law, a verdict of "not guilty," amounts to an acquittal, and the
prisoner is immediately discharged. So is it in the language of the gospel; a sentence of "not
condemned," implies the justification of the sinner. It means that the believer in Christ receives
now a present justification. Faith does not produce its fruits by-and-by, but now. So far as
justification is the result of faith, it is given to the soul in the moment when it closes with Christ, and
accepts him as its all in all. Are they who stand before the throne of God justified tonight? So are
we, as truly and as clearly justified as they who walk in white and sing his praises above. The thief
upon the cross was justified the moment that he turned the eye of faith to Jesus, who was just
then, hanging by his side: and Paul, the aged, after years of service, was not more justified than
was the thief with no service at all.
We are today accepted in the Beloved, today absolved from sin, today innocent in the sight of
God. Oh, ravishing, soul-transporting thought! There are some clusters of this vine which we shall
not be able to gather till we go to heaven; but this is one of the first ripe clusters and may be
plucked and eaten here. This is not as the corn of the land, which we can never eat till we cross
the Jordan; but this is part of the manna in the wilderness, and part too of our daily raiment, with
which God supplies us in our journeying to and fro.
We are now – even now pardoned; even now are our sins put away; even now we stand in the
sight of God as though we had never been guilty; innocent as father Adam when he stood in
integrity, ere he had eaten of the fruit of the forbidden tree; pure as though we had never received
the taint of depravity in our veins. "There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus." There is not a sin in the Book of God, even now, against one of his people. There is
nothing laid to their charge. There is neither speck, nor spot, nor wrinkle, nor any such thing
remaining upon any one believer in the matter of justification in the sight of the Judge of all the
earth.
But to pass on, the text evidently means not simply present, but continual justification. In the
moment when you and I believed, it was said of us, "He is not condemned." Many days have
passed since then, many changes we have seen; but it is as true of us tonight, "He is not
condemned." The Lord alone knows how long our appointed day shall be – how long ere we shall
fulfill the hireling's time, and like a shadow flee away. But this we know, since every word of God is
assured, and the gifts of God are without repentance, though we should live another fifty years, yet
would it still be written here, "He that believeth on him is not condemned." Nay, if by some
mysterious dealing in providence our lives should be lengthened out to ten times the usual limit of
man, and we should come to the eight or nine hundred years of Methuselah, still would it stand the
same – "He that believeth on him is not condemned." "I give unto my sheep eternal life, and…
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they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand." "The just shall live by faith.”
"He that believeth on him shall never be confounded."
All these promises go to show that the justification which Christ gives to our faith is a continual
one, which will last as long as we shall live. And, remember, it will last in eternity as well as in time.
We shall not in heaven wear any other dress but that which we wear here. Today the righteous
stand clothed in the righteousness of Christ. They shall wear this same wedding dress at the great
wedding feast. But what if it should wear out? What if that righteousness should lose its virtue in
the eternity to come? Oh beloved! we entertain no fear about that. Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but this righteousness shall never wax old. No moth shall fret it; no thief shall steal it; no
weeping hand of lamentation shall rend it in twain. It is, it must be eternal, even as Christ himself,
Jehovah our righteousness. Because he is our righteousness, the self-existent, the everlasting, the
immutable Jehovah, of whose years there is no end, and whose strength faileth not, therefore of
our righteousness there is no end; and of its perfection, and of its beauty there shall never be any
termination. The text, I think, very clearly teaches us, that he who believeth on Christ has received
forever a continual justification.
Again, think for a moment; the justification which is spoken of here is complete. "He that believeth
on him is not condemned," – that is to say, not in any measure or in any degree. I know some think
it is possible for us to be in such a state as to be half-condemned and half-accepted. So far as we
are sinners so far condemned; and so far as we are righteous so far accepted. Oh beloved, there
is nothing like that in Scripture. It is altogether apart from the doctrine of the gospel. If it be of
works, it is no more of grace; and if it be of grace, it is no more of works. Works and grace cannot
mix and mingle any more than fire and water; it is either one or the other, it cannot be both; the two
can never be allied. There can be no admixture of the two, no dilution of one with the other.
He that believeth is free from all iniquity, from all guilt, from all blame; and though the devil bring an
accusation, yet it is a false one, for we are free even from accusation, since it is boldly challenged,
"Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?" It does not say, "Who shall prove it?" but
"Who shall lay it to their charge?" They are so completely freed from condemnation, that not the
shadow of a spot upon their soul is found; not even the slightest passing by of iniquity to cast its
black shadow on them. They stand before God not only as half-innocent, but as perfectly so; not
only as half-washed, but as whiter than snow. Their sins are not simply erased, they are blotted
out; not simply put out of sight, but cast into the depths of the sea; not merely gone, and gone as
far as the east is from the west, but gone for ever, once for all.
You know, beloved, that the Jew in his ceremonial purification, never had his conscience free from
sin. After one sacrifice he needed still another, for these offerings could never make the comers
thereunto perfect. The next day's sins needed a new lamb, and the next year's iniquity needed a
new victim for an atonement. "But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat
down at the right hand of God." No more burnt-offerings are needed, no more washing, no more
blood, no more atonement, no more sacrifice. "It is finished!" hear the dying Saviour cry. Your sins
have sustained their death-blow, the robe of your righteousness has received its last thread; it is
done, complete, perfect. It needs no addition; it can never suffer any diminution.
Oh, Christian, do lay hold of this precious thought; I may not be able to state it except in weak
terms, but let not my weakness prevent your apprehending its glory and its preciousness. It is
enough to make a man leap, though his legs were loaded with irons, and to make him sing though
his mouth were gagged, to think that we are perfectly accepted in Christ, that our justification is not
partial, it does not go to a limited extent, but goes the whole way. Our unrighteousness is covered;
from condemnation we are entirely and irrevocably free.
Once more. The non-condemnation is effectual. The royal privilege of justification shall never
miscarry. It shall be brought home to every believer. In the reign of King George the Third, the son
of a member of this church lay under sentence of death for forgery. My predecessor, Dr. Rippon,
after incredible exertions, obtained a promise that his sentence should be remitted. By a singular
occurrence the present senior deacon – then a young man – learned from the governor of the
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gaol that the reprieve had not been received; and the unhappy prisoner would have been executed
the next morning, had not Dr. Rippon gone post-haste to Windsor, obtained an interview with the
king in his bed-chamber, and received from the monarch's own hand a copy of that reprieve which
had been negligently put aside by a thoughtless officer. "I charge you, Doctor," said his majesty,
"to make good speed." "Trust me, Sire, for that," responded your old pastor, and he returned to
London in time, just in time, and only just in time, for the prisoner was being marched with many
others on to the scaffold.
Ay, that pardon might have been given, and yet the man might have been executed if it had not
been effectually carried out. But blessed be God our non-condemnation is an effectual thing. It is
not a matter of letter, it is a matter of fact. Ah, poor souls, you know that condemnation is a matter
of fact. When you and I suffered in our souls, and were brought under the heavy hand of the law,
we felt that its curses were no mock thunders like the wrath of the Vatican, but they were real; we
felt that the anger of God was indeed a thing to tremble at; a real substantial fact.
Now, just as real as the condemnation which Justice brings, just so real is the justification which
mercy bestows. You are not only nominally guiltless, but you are really so, if you believe in Christ;
you are not only nominally put into the place of the innocent, but you are really put there the
moment you believe in Jesus. Not only is it said that your sins are gone, but they are gone. Not
only does God look on you as though you were accepted; you are accepted. It is a matter of fact to
you, as much a matter of fact as that you sinned. You do not doubt that you have sinned, you
cannot doubt that; do not doubt then that when you believe your sins are put away. For as certain
as ever the black spot fell on you when you sinned, so certainly and so surely was it all washed out
when you were bathed in that fountain filled with blood, which was drawn from Emmanuel's veins.
Come, my soul, think thou of this. Thou art actually and effectually cleared from guilt. Thou art led
out of thy prison. Thou art no more in fetters as a bond-slave. Thou art delivered now from the
bondage of the Law. Thou art freed from sin and thou canst walk at large as a freeman. Thy
Saviour's blood has procured thy full discharge. Come, my soul, - thou hast a right now to come to
thy Father's feet. No flames of vengeance are there to scare thee now; no fiery sword; justice
cannot smite the innocent. Come, my soul, thy disabilities are taken away. Thou wast unable once
to see thy Father's face; thou canst see it now. Thou couldst not speak with him, nor he with thee;
but now thou hast access with boldness to this grace wherein we stand. Once there was a fear of
hell upon thee; there is no hell for thee now. How can there be punishment for the guiltless? He
that believeth is guiltless, is not condemned, and cannot be punished. No frowns of an avenging
God now. If God be viewed as a judge, how should he frown upon the guiltless? How should the
Judge frown upon the absolved one?
More than all the privileges thou mightest have enjoyed if thou hadst never sinned, are thine now
that thou art justified. All the blessings which thou couldst have had if thou hadst kept the law and
more, are thine tonight because Christ has kept it for thee. All the love and the acceptance which a
perfectly obedient being could have obtained of God, belong to thee, because Christ was perfectly
obedient on thy behalf, and hath imputed all his merits to thy account that thou mightest be
exceeding rich, through him who for thy sake became exceeding poor.
Oh that the Holy Spirit would but enlarge our hearts, that we might suck sweetness out of these
thoughts! There is no condemnation. Moreover, there never shall be any condemnation. The
forgiveness is not partial, but perfect; it is so effectual that it delivers us from all the penalties of the
Law, gives to us all the privileges of obedience, and puts us actually high above where we should
have been had we never sinned. It fixes our standing more secure than it was before we fell. We
are not now where Adam was, for Adam might fall and perish. We are rather, where Adam would
have been if we could suppose God had put him into the garden for seven years, and said, "If you
are obedient for seven years, your time of probation shall be over, and I will reward you."
The children of God in one sense may be said to be in a state of probation; in another sense there
is no probation. There is no probation as to whether the child of God should be saved. He is saved
already; his sins are washed away; his righteousness is complete: and if that righteousness could
endure a million years' probation, it would never be defiled. In fact, it always stands the same in
the sight of God, and must do so forever and ever.
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea
after the evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.
Morning
Chairman:
Preacher:
Message:
Text:
Organist:
Evening
Chairman:
Preacher:

Worship Services
Today: 26/04/2009
Next Week: 03/05/2009
Jonathan Kim
John Poh
Rev Lim Chee Boon
Eld George Chew
Making Your Calling and
Who Am I?
Election Sure (Part 2)
2 Peter 1:1–21
John 10:7, 9, 11, 14
Anthony
Grace
Joey Seow
Rev Lim Chee Boon

Jonathan Kim
Eld George Chew

Message:

Sowing and Reaping

Good Shepherd

Text:
Pianist:

Galatians 6:1–10
Psalm 23
Hubert
Anthony
Other Duties
Today: 26/04/2009
Next Week: 03/05/2009
Daniel / Joey
Jonathan / Evelyn
No Sunday School
No Sunday School
Constance
Maureen
Volunteers
Volunteers
John
Joshua
Appointments of the Week

Ushers
Sunday Sch:
Lunch:
Washing-up:
PA Crew:

Fri 01 May
Sat 02 May

7:30pm

Young Adults Fellowship:
Bible Study – Survey of the Old Testament
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study:
No Prayer Meeting

Last Week’s Worship Service Collections
Offering: £287.35

Book Sales: £32.00
Lunch: £30.04

Climbing Upwards

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to
all worshippers this Lord’s Day.

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Calling of Resident Minister:
Continue to pray for the Lord’s
calling for Rev Timothy Ki to
serve as our resident minister.
Pray for his visa application.
• Annual Congregational Meeting
(ACM): Please note that the
ACM will be held immediately
after the morning worship
service. All members are required
to attend.
• No DHW Bible Study today:
Next Lord’s Day, we will cover
Lesson 2 (Genesis 3). Please
spend the upcoming week
preparing for the study.
• No Prayer Meeting: Please note
that there will be no Prayer
Meeting & Bible Study next
Saturday, 2 May.
• Pray for those who are sick:
Douglas (knee pain), Maria
(ankle and joint pain), Constance
(left heel pain)
• Pray for those applying for visa:
Josh & Hannah

• Pray for on travel: Rev Lim (to
S’pore), Peter & Hazel Chong (to
Someone asked an old minister, “What is repentance?” “The first
S’pore), Joshua & Hannah (New
turn to the right,” was his answer. If you want to grow into ChristZealand), George & Susan
likeness, rising at length into radiant purity and sainthood, you
(M’sia).
must begin with the first simple duty that comes to your hand.
th
Resist the first temptation. Do the first right thing that offers. Paint • Pilgrim Tabernacle 4 Ladies
Conference, 9 May: This will be
on your soul the first vision of divine loveliness you see. You
held at Eldon Road Baptist
cannot reach sainthood at a bound; you must conquer your way up
Church, Wood Green, starting at
step by step.
10am. Please contact sis Kim
“Heaven is not reached by a single bound,
Eng (Tel: 020 8368 8080) for
But we build the ladder by which we rise,
more details.
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies,
And we mount to its summit round by round”
Adapted from “In Green Pastures” by J.R. Miller, D.D.
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