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Paradise Lost and Regained
By Burk Parsons, Introduction of “Paradise Lost and Regained”
Adapted from TABLETALK from Ligonier Ministries – December 2008

The movie Paradise Now is the 2005 Golden Globe winner for best foreign-language film.
Although I have not yet seen the film, I have been intrigued by the film’s title since it’s
release. The story follows two Palestinian childhood friends who were recruits for Islamic
suicide attacks in Tel Aviv, Israel. The story focuses on what would be their last days
together. The film’s title appropriately points out one of the more conspicuous mantras of
Muslims whose appetite for paradise is manifested by means of destruction. They want
paradise now, and some will do everything in their power to help usher in Mohammed’s
promised paradise on earth. For the Muslim, paradise comes at the expense of the death
of many, for the Christian it comes at the expense of the death of one (Rom. 5:15).
Jesus promised paradise to the thief on the cross (Luke 23:43), and He has promised
paradise to us (Rev. 2:7). Just as the thief recognized his destitute condition, so we cannot
enter paradise until we first recognize that we cannot enter it by our own power. Our
problem is twofold: First, because we have such a low estimation of how destitute we are,
we have too high an estimation of our own strength in attaining paradise. Second, because
we have such a high regard for this life, we have a low expectation of paradise; thus, we do
not do not long for the promised paradise as we should. John Calvin said it this way:
“Whatever glory we must subtract from the sinful love of life, we may add to the desire of a
better world…. It should be the purpose of believers, then, when they estimate this mortal
life, that they understand that, as it is, it is nothing but misery. For only then will they try
diligently and with increasing cheerfulness and readiness to meditate on the future eternal
life.”
Christ has inaugurated His ministry of regaining paradise, and He will continue in that
ministry at the right hand of the Father until He returns and establishes the new heavens
and new earth (Rev. 21). Our paradise now is the spiritual reality that we are already
glorified and seated with Christ in the heavenly places (Rom. 8:30; Eph. 1:20), and our
paradise to come is physical reality wherein the Lord will wipe away every tear from our
eyes as we worship Him coram Deo.

Continued on Page 2…

-1-

The Mystery of Iniquity
By Dr R C Sproul, Part 1 of 4 of “Paradise Lost and Regained”
Adapted from TABLETALK from Ligonier Ministries – December 2008

It has been called the Achilles’ heel of the Christian faith. Of course, I’m referring to the
classical problem of the existence of evil. Philosophers such as John Stuart Mill have
argued that the existence of evil demonstrates that God is either not omnipotent or not
good and loving — the reasoning being that if evil exists apart from the sovereign power of
God, then by resistless logic, God cannot be deemed omnipotent. On the other hand, if
God does have the power to prevent evil but fails to do it, then this would reflect upon His
character, indicating that He is neither good nor loving. Because of the persistence of this
problem, the church has seen countless attempts at what is called theodicy. The term
theodicy involves the combining of two Greek words: the word for God, theos, and the
word for justification, dikaios. Hence, a theodicy is an attempt to justify God for the
existence of evil (as seen, for instance, in John Milton’s Paradise Lost). Such theodicies
have covered the gauntlet between a simple explanation that evil comes as a direct result
of human free will or to more complex philosophical attempts such as that offered by the
philosopher Leibniz. In his theodicy, which was satired by Voltaire’s Candide, Leibniz
distinguished among three types of evil: natural evil, metaphysical evil, and moral evil. In
this three-fold schema, Leibniz argued that moral evil is an inevitable and necessary
consequence of finitude, which is a metaphysical lack of complete being. Because every
creature falls short of infinite being, that shortfall must necessarily yield defects such as we
see in moral evil. The problem with this theodicy is that it fails to take into account the
biblical ideal of evil. If evil is a metaphysical necessity for creatures, then obviously Adam
and Eve had to have been evil before the fall and would have to continue to be evil even
after glorification in heaven.
To this date, I have yet to find a satisfying explanation for what theologians call the mystery
of iniquity. Please don’t send me letters giving your explanations, usually focusing on some
dimension of human free will. I’m afraid that many people fail to feel the serious weight of
this burden of explanation. The simple presence of free will is not enough to explain the
origin of evil, in as much as we still must ask how a good being would be inclined freely to
choose evil. The inclination for the will to act in an immoral manner is already a signal of
sin.
One of the most important approaches to the problem of evil is that set forth originally by
Augustine and then later by Aquinas, in which they argued that evil has no independent
being. Evil cannot be defined as a thing or as a substance or as some kind of being.
Rather, evil is always defined as an action, an action that fails to meet a standard of
goodness. In this regard, evil has been defined in terms of its being either a negation
(negatio) of the good, or a privation (privatio) of the good. In both cases, the very definition
of evil depends upon a prior understanding of the good.
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In this regard, as Augustine argued, evil is parasitic — that is, it depends upon the good for
its very definition. We think of sin as something that is unrighteous, involving disobedience,
immorality, and the like. All of these definitions depend upon the positive substance of the
good for their very definition. Augustine argues that though Christians face the difficulty of
explaining the presence of evil in the universe, the pagan has a problem that is twice as
difficult. Before one can even have a problem of evil, one must first have an antecedent
existence of the good. Those who complain about the problem of evil now also have the
problem of defining the existence of the good. Without God there is no ultimate standard
for the good.
In contemporary days, this problem has been resolved by simply denying both evil and
good. Such a problem, however, faces enormous difficulties, particularly when one suffers
at the hands of someone who inflicts evil upon them. It is easy for us to deny the existence
of evil until we ourselves are victims of someone’s wicked action.
However, though we end our quest to answer the origin of evil, one thing is certain: since
God is both omnipotent and good, we must conclude that in His omnipotence and
goodness there must be a place for the existence of evil. We know that God Himself never
does that which is evil. Nevertheless, He also ordains whatsoever comes to pass. Though
He does not do evil and does not create evil, He does ordain that evil exists. If it does exist,
and if God is sovereign, then obviously He must have been able to prevent its existence. If
He allowed evil to enter into this universe, it could only be by His sovereign decision. Since
His sovereign decisions always follow the perfection of His being, we must conclude that
His decision to allow evil to exist is a good decision.
Again, we must be careful here. We must never say that evil is good, or that good is evil.
But that is not the same thing as saying, “It is good that there is evil.” Again, I repeat, it is
good that there is evil, else evil could not exist. Even this theodicy does not explain the
“how” of the entrance of evil into the world. It only reflects upon the “why” of the reality of
evil. One thing we know for sure is that evil does exist. It exists, if nowhere else, in us and
in our behaviour. We know that the force of evil is extraordinary and brings great pain and
suffering into the world. We also know that God is sovereign over it and in His sovereignty
will not allow evil to have the last word. Evil always and ever serves the ultimate best
interest of God Himself. It is God in His goodness and in His sovereignty who has ordained
the final conquest over evil and its riddance from His universe. In this redemption we find
our rest and our joy — and until that time, we live in a fallen world.
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea
after the evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.
Worship Services
Today: 09/08/2009
Next Week: 16/08/2009
Joey Seow
John Poh
Rev Timothy Ki
Rev Timothy Ki
Why do I have to be a
How can I be a
Christian? – Part 5
Christian? – Part 1
Hebrews 9:27
Acts 16:25-34
Anthony
Joy

Morning
Chairman:
Preacher:
Message:
Text:
Organist:
Evening
Chairman:
Preacher:
Message:
Text:
Pianist:

Ushers
Sunday Sch:
Lunch:
Washing-up:
PA Crew:

Joey Seow
John Poh
Rev Timothy Ki
Rev Timothy Ki
Why do I have to be a
How can I be a
Christian? – Part 6
Christian? – Part 2
Luke 16:19-31
1 Corinthians 15:1-4
Anthony
Hubert
Other Duties
Today: 09/08/2009
Next Week: 16/08/2009
Daniel / Evelyn
Daniel / Yetta
No Sunday School
No Sunday School
Sharon
Mrs Ki
Volunteers
Volunteers
John
Jonathan
Appointments of the Week

Fri 14 Aug

7:30pm

Sat 15 Aug

4:00pm

Young Adults Fellowship:
No YAF
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study:
Led by John Poh

Worship Service Collections
Offering: £718.50

Lunch:

£29.00

Testing Christ’s Words
Adapted from “In Green Pastures” by J.R. Miller, D.D.

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We
like to welcome Christine Hu, Carol
Leong and Sam to our worship
services last Lord’s Day.

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Calling of Resident Minister:
Continue to pray for the Lord’s
calling for Rev Timothy Ki to
serve as our resident minister. Rev
Ki will be here for the months of
July and August. Pray for his visa
application.
• DHW Bible Study today: Today,

we will cover
(Genesis 18-19).

Lesson

13

Please spend
the upcoming week preparing for
Lesson 14 (Genesis 20).

• Pray for those who are sick: Yetta’s
mum
(upcoming
chemotherapy
sessions),
Constance (ankle), Douglas (knee
pain), Barbara (Alzheimer’s),
Prema
(thyroid
and
skin
condition), Eld Jack Ford (old age
and knees), Margaret (Asthma,
Hay fever, lost her voice), Brian
(awaiting appointment for wisdom
tooth extraction).
• Pray for those who are on travel:
Sophia, Lee-Wei, Rachel, Grace,
Joshua, Melissa & Children
(S’pore), Nicolas (Belgium)

Every word of Christ comes to us with the challenge, “Put me to the • Pray for those who are still
test. Try me. Prove me.” Religion is not a matter of theory, but a
progressing with their studies:
matter of life. We are to prove it by living it. Take every word which
Yetta, Hubert, Joshua
Christ speaks, and begin at once to obey it if it be a command, or
for
those
seeking
trust it and lean on it if it be a promise. No matter if you do not • Pray
employment:
Joy
understand it nor see why the command is good, yet do it. Let God
lead you, and only be sure that you obey and trust him. You will not • Pray for visa applications: Grace
know any faster than you will do. Only keep on following Christ, and
(China and UK), Joshua (Student
the way will open to you and become plain as you go on step by step.
visa), Joy (Post studies visa)
• Pray for upcoming students
ministry meeting in S’pore for UK
bound students.
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